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and Prevalency of a Spirit of true De- 


| | b Tr 18 certain 1 and evident that 1 Power 


votion, as it is very much the Holineſs 
and Comfort of Particular Perſons in whom 
it reigns, ſo it would go far towards the 
redreſſing of the General Grieyances of the 
Church and Nation; and in the Heart 


and in the World, would introduce a Hea- 
ven upon Earth. And even from ſecret De- 


n as from a Root or Spring unſeen, 
a great deal of Publick Benefit may ariſe 


through the Grace of Him, who even in 


this World, in this Way, rewards yy, the g 
Good he ſees in Secret. 


1 mb therefore Joop readily and glad- 
| iy lend a Hand, ſuch a one as it is, to eve? 
ry Thing that may contribute towards the 
Keeping VP and carrying on, of a —* 
a2 dence 


« ww." 
— 3 
* — > Pi : l 
D . — — * 7 * 
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gay, with what Pleaſure I obſerved, that in 
a late Act of Parliament, which lays Dar 
upon all Pamphlets, and particularly News- 
Papers, there is an expreſs Proviſo, that 


charged with the Duty, that they might |: 
not be made dearer, and fo the Spreading 
of them hindered ; wherein methinks, the | 
La hath given a very uſeful Hint or Inti- 
mamation to the Inhabitants of our Land, | 
which I heartily wiſh they would take; 1 
and it is this, that they would employ them- | 
ſelves more as thoſe Primitive Chriſtians did. 
who continued with one Accord in Prayer Pen 
and Supplication; and leſs as the Athenians 
did, who ſpent their Time in nothing elſe but 


Lo telling and hearing, in rig. and read. a 


| ”g new 1 
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"Joni between Heaven and Earth, and to | oF 
 afhiſt the Breathings of Humble Pious Souls 
towards God, which I think this Compoſure 
of Cloſet Devotions. hath a direct Tendency | 
to. Among the many Books for Direction 
and Help in Prayer, we are bleſſed with, in 
our Language, which are a valuable Treaſu- 
ry, 1 80 of being added ME 


And I cannot but take this Occaſion to | 


Books of Piety and Devotion ſhall not be 


The 


. I a 


To the READER. 


The Aſſiſtance here offered to Pious and 


Devout Affections, is ſuch as needs not my 
Commendation. If I be not miſtaken, it 
will commend itſelf to thoſe, who in * 
Judgment approve Helps of this Kind; and 
will with a ſerious Diſpoſition look into it. 
For the Matter of the Devotion is of com- 
mon Concern to all Chriſtians, at all Times, 


and in all Conditions. The firſt and great 


15 Principles of our Religion are to be to us as 
our daily Bread, by receiving and) digeſting” 
of which; the Spiritual Lite ; 15 ſtrengthened YN 
and ſupported; They are Things which we 
ougght frequently to inculcate upon our own 
Hearts, that they may become very Familtar _ 
„ and' ready at our right Hand upon all 
Occaſions; ſuch a Copiouſneſs there is in 
them to the enlightened Underſtanding, that 
they can never bis drawn Dry, and ſuch a 
Pleaſantneſs there is in them to the ſanctifi- 
ed Affections, that they can never be worn 
Thread- bare: They are like the Manna, 
which every faithful Ifaelite can live upon : 
avith abundant Satisfaction, as long as he is 


here in this Wilderneſs, and deſires no Va- 
rieties, no other Dainties: And which none 
1 but i 
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but the mixed Multitude will grow weary 
of, and call Light Bread. 


And as the Matter bere is ſuch as every 
one is concerned in, ſo the Exprefſion is 
ſuch as every one may intelligently make 
Uſe of, It is, as I think the Language of 
our Devotions ſhould be, plain and eaſy, and 
natural, and (which is particularly aimed at, 

and more than any Thing in this Eſſay) it 


is throughout Scriptural : They are Words 
2, ewhich the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, and in thoſe 
it js fitteſt to addreſs to God. Some perhaps 
woiͤll deſpiſe it becauſe the Language is not 
| Hine; for my part, I like it becauſe it is not 


forced : The enticing Words of Man's Wiſ- 


| dom, are no more the Strength and Beauty 
of Praying and Preaching now, than they 

+, were in St. Paul's Time, but the command- 
1 ing Words of the Oracles of God. 


5 This Matter is by well e 
by a Great and Celebrated Judge, both of 
SBeenſe and Language, in a Paper of the ſame 
Date with this Epiſtle, which coming into 
mine Hands ſo ſeaſonably, juſt as this was 
2ioing out of them, I beg leave to tranſcribe 
I ſome Lines, 95 It happens very well (faith 
| 1 8 our | 


; 
j 
_ 
| 
1 


To the READER. 
*© our SPECTATOR) that the Hebrew Idi- 
oms run into the Engh/h Tongue with a 
particular Grace and Beauty: Our Lan- 
guage has received innumerable Elegan- 
cies and Improvements from that Infuſion 
« of Hebraiſms, which are derived to it 
« gut of the Poetical (I will add and other) 
| Paſſages in Holy Writ ; they give a Force 
p. and Energy to our Expreſſions, warm 
and animate our Language, and convey 
our Thoughts in more ardent and intenſe 

Phraſes, than any that are to be met with 
in our own Tongue; there is ſomething 
ſo Pathetick in this Kind of Diction, that 
it often ſets the Mind in a Flame, and 


4 © makes our Hearts burn within us. How | 
4 * cold and dead (faith he) duth a Prayer 
| * appear that is compoſed in the moſt Ele- 

1 cc 


* gant and Polite Forms of Speech which 

are Natural to our Tongue, when it is 

N not heightened by that Solemnity of 

- $- ©... Phraſe, Which may be drawn from the 

Sacred Writings, It has been ſaid by | 
ſome of the Ancients, that if the Gods 


were to talk with Men, they would cer- 

* tainly ſpeak in Plato's Stile; but I think 
© we may fay with Juſtice, that when 
[44 


E Mortals converſe with their Creator, they | 
3 cannot 


To the READER. 


cannot do it in fo proper a Stile, as that : 
1 of the * Scriptures.” 


meg who find ciher Need of, or Ad- 
vantage by, the Words here made ready to 


their Hands, may, no doubt, in their Retire= n- 
ments follow them with cheir pious Aﬀec- |þF 


tions, acceptably to God, and profitably to 
themſelves (as they do the Prayers that are 


publickly offered up by their Miniſters in 


the Congregation,) and make them their 
even; yet with theſe needful Cautions, that 


they double their Guard againſt Formality, — 0 
and that they reſt not herein, but preſs for- 


ward towards Perfection. And thoſe who 

| through Divine Grace have obtained a good 

' Meaſure of the Gift of Prayer, by conſult- 
ing and peruſing theſe Draughts of Addreſſes 
to God, may be helped in uſing: the Gift 
| they have, may be improved in it, and may 
have their pure Minds flirred up by way of 
Remembrance. Why may we not be taught 
to Pray, as well as to Meditate, from the 
Performances of others? And why not from 


Prayers in Writing, as well as by Word of 
| Mouth? The Truth is, we need all the 


Helps we can get to aſſiſt and further us in 


* our Work of this Kind; and all little e- 
| - Dough, Lo 
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'- nough, nay, and all too little, unlef the 
Bleſſed Spirit himſelf help our Infirmities, by 
making Interceſſion in us, with N 5 
val ch Murr all cannot be uttered. 


To the READER. 


But though this Performance needs not I 
my Commendation, nor can my poor worth | 


Ius Name add any Reputation to it, yet = 
think myſelf ſomewhat concerned to re- 
commend” it: Partly, becauſe the worthy 

Author is one I have long known, and 

baue an intimate Acquaintance with, and "S 


great Value for; and I have Reaſon to | 


= think him upon this Account very fit to | 
aſſiſt the Devotions of others, becauſe he is 
a devout good Man himſelf, and of a Piece 


with what you here ſee of him : And part- | 


ly becauſe the Performance is ſomewhat {| 
cCorreſponding with what I deſigned i in the | 
Method for Prayer, publiſhed about Two | 
| Years ago, as an Example with the Rule. 
The Nail, as there directed, is here well dri? 
ven: And O that by a plentiful Effuſion of 
! the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, the 
3 honeſt Intentions of both may be anſwered, 
and it may be a Nail in a ſure Place! And | 
that this, and all other proper and pious En- | 
deavours to advance true Devotion, may |} 


redound 05 


T5 the READER. 


 redound to the Honour of God, and the 
| Spiritual and Eternal Welfare of the Souls: 
| of Men; to which I deſire always to ap= | , 
prove myſelf a hearty Well-Wiſher, | "th 


it muſt be owned to be an excellent In- 
ſtrument of a Holy and Religious Life; 


and truly, I cannot tell what we can attribute 
that general Depravity and Corruption of Man- 
„ ners too viſible in our Land, ſo much to, as 
either to the total Neglect, or careleſs Perfor- 

mance of this Duty, which 1s ſo conſiderable a 
Branch of pure and undefiled Religion. We 


of. this Nation cannot with the leaſt Shadow of . | 


EReaſon, complain of our want of Light to 
guide and direct us, to act after a better Man- 
ner than we ſee the Generality of Perſons do: 
For have we not the Holy Scriptures in our 
own Language? Are we not bleſt with a Vari- 
_ ety of Helps in order to our better underſtand- 

ing of 'em? Do we not enjoy, moreover, the 

Benefit of many excellent Practical Treatiſes 
and Sermons, preached and publiſhed on pur- 


poſe to explain and preſs the great Duties of our 5 


Holy Religion? If we conſider theſe Things, 
and hereto add, in what a critical and difcern- 
ing Age we live, we cannot avoid looking 


upon our Land now to be a Valley of Viſion. 


How | 
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How then can we attribute the overflowing 


Corruption of this our Land to any want of 


Light? We cannot alas deny, but that we 


| know our Lord's Will, however negligent and 


_ careleſs we have GY and are about doing of 
the ſame. 


And ſeeing we cannot aiteibute his to any 
want of Light, may we not, nay, muſt we not 
aſcribe it to a want of that Divine Grace which 
is only to be obtained by Means of fervent 
Prayer, to the ſole Author of all Grace? To 


What can we with greater Probability aſcribe 


the want of true Primitive Piety amongſt us, 


than to the want of that Spirit of Devotion 


which did poſſeſs in fo high a Degree fo many 


of the Primitive Chriſtians? May we not im- 


pute the Vices and Irreligion of Multitudes a- 
mongſt us, to their altogether reſtraining Pray- 


er before God, by which Mean they live as it 


were without God i in the World? And may we 
not think the Degeneracy and Lukewarmneſs 
of many that make a Profeſſion of Religion, is 
_ owing either to their too great Neglect, or heir 7 


too careleſs performing of this, ſo excellent, ſo 


Meaſures upon the Inhabitants of this Nation. 
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neceſſary a Duty? For my part, I utterly de. 
ſpair of ſeeing our Land much reformed, and 
of having a Love to Virtue and Primitive Ho- 
lineſs revived, till the Spirit of Grace and Sup- | 
plication be poured out from on High in greater 


The pouring out of ſuch a Spirit muſt be 


= owned to be the Work of God, but this does 


by 1 no means 8 the Neceſſity of any 


well- 


R_ 
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well-diſpoſed Perſon's uſing his beſt Endeavour, 


in order to the kindling and enflaming 1 Spirit 


of Devotion in the Hearts of others; much leſs 


does it render it a needleſs Undertaking for the 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, who in Scripture are 


ſtiled Workers together with Gd, to do all 


they can to excite ſuch a Spirit amongſt their 


reſpective Hearers. Theſe Things conſidered, 5 
it was with no ſmall Satisfaction that I met with 
a Book laſt Year, publiſhed with this Title, viz. 

Practical Diſcourſes concerning the Duty of Prayer C 

preached by ſeveral Miniſters, Wherein, if any 

Perſon will be at the Pains to look, he may. 
find the Nature and Kinds of this Duty clearly 

opened, the Obligation to it powerfully enforc- 
ed, the Excellency of it in a lively Manner re- 

| preſented to his View, the Objections againſt it 

_ undeniably anſwered and confuted, the beſt ET, 
Directions laid down in order to the attaining 

both the Gift and Grace of it; and the whole 


concluded with a very moving Exhortation to 
the ſeveral Kinds of it, 
Being ſenſible of the peculiar Oblications 
which I lie under, to contribute ſomewhat to- {| 
wards the bettering of a corrupt Age, I have |} 
_ uſed ſome Endeavours, in a leſs Publick Man- 
ner, to perſuade Perſons to the ſerious and con- 
ſcientious Performance of this Duty; and upon 
5 Enquiry, finding an Inability to Pray, to be 
one great Caule of its Neglect with ſome, 1 


bave with Reſpect Maste Þ Nil adviſed to Two 8 
Things, VIZ, 
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(1. ) Rather than neglect the Duty, make uſe 


of ſome well compoſed Form or Forms. I never 


could think it ſo Eſſential to a Prayer, whether 
it be performed by a Form or without a Form, 


as I ever thought it eſſential to a good Chriſtian, Þ 


that he does, in ſome way or other, ſeriouſly per- 
form this Duty; notwithſtanding that there 
have been thoſe in the World, ſome of whom 


have made it eſſential to the Duty that it be 
performed by a Form, while others have made 


it eſſential to it, that it be performed without a 
Form. To ſuch Extreams have ſome unſkilful 


Perſons driven Matters, whilſt both Sides have 


made it evident to all, but ſuch as are under 
the Influence of Party Zeal, how much they 
have, I may fay equally, departed from the 


Truth. It is a great Miſtake in any Perſons to 
think, that the Bod y of ſober Diſſenters in this 
Nation are entirely and altogether againſt the 
Uſe of all Forms of Prayer; and Perſons might 


be convinced of this their Miſtake, if they would 


but give themſelves leave, either to come into 
their Aſſemblies, Where very frequently they 


might hear the Lord's Prayer repeated, or in 


| caſe this be thought Schiſmatical, if they would 
but be at the Pains to look into thoſe Forms of 
Prayers that have been publiſhed by Perſons of 
not the leaſt Note amongſt them. * Indeed 
the Diſſenters have, and that not without Rea- 
ſon, declared themſelves againſt the impoſing 5 
Prec compoſed, e Forms pen, and con- 
5 fining 


* s Poor Man's Forth 1 Book, Henry! 5 Method of 
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fining all Sorts of Perſons to the Uſe of 'em; 
but chis is a very different Thing from their 
eſteeming it unlawful for any Perlon, upon any 
Occaſion, to make Uſe of a well compoſed Form, 


eſpecially if this Form with 8 to its Exe 
preſſion be Scriptural. 


I did, (2.) Adviſe Perſons to labour to attain 
the Gift of Prayer. It muſt be owned by all 
that have any Senſe of Religion, to be well 
worthy ſuch Labour, as is requiſite to attain the 


ſame, If Prayer be the inſtituted Mean of ob- 


taining the beſt and moſt deſireable Bleſſings, g 
as without all doubt it is, then certainly an in- 
wrought Ability upon any Occaſion to perform = 
this Duty, muſt be a very deſireable Thing, 1 
am ſure Perſons would think ſo, and would not | 
grudge being at ſome Pains in order to attain _ | 
the ſame; if they had but any Thing of the {| 
| fame Value for their Souls which they have for 
their Bodies, any Thing of the ſame Value for 
Spiritual and Everlaſting Bleſſings, as they have 
for the periſhing Enjoyments of this World. 
People grudge no Pains in order to ſecure the | 
Welfare of their Bodies, and the vain Enjoy- |} 
ments of a ſhort Life: Can it then be thought, | 
upon the foregoing Suppoſition, that they would | 
_ grudge being at ſome Pains in order to attain 
2 ift, which might prove highly ſerviceable to 
1 ſecure and promote the Everlaſting Welfare of 
4} their Precious Immortal Souls, as certainly this 
| Gift of Prayer may? But is this Gift of Prayer 
an attainable Gift? May it be attained by Pains 
5 and 9 ? Yes, and that by leſs Pains than 
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ments of Life. 


converſing with the Word of God might be ſo 
improved, as in a ſhort Time to furniſh any 


Perſon of tolerable Capacity with a ſufficient 
; Ability of this Nature, 


are without all doubt the beſt Companion for 


ceſſary Occaſions of it. 


ceſſary that a Perſon be endowed with extraor- | 
dinary Parts, and poſſeſt of a great Share of 
Learning, in order to his making the Holy 
: Scriptures ſubſervient to this excellent Purpoſe. 
Where there is an ordinary Judgment, an 
| honeſt and pious Diſpoſition of Mind, and ſome 
Acquaintance with a Man's own Heart, there 
needs nothing more but a ſincere and diligent _ 
Application to this ſacred Treaſury of all necel- 
 fary Knowlege, in order to a Perſon's being 
furniſhed with: proper Matter and Expreſſion, 
ſuited to all the feveral Parts of Prayer, whether 
© Adoration, or Confeſſion, or Petition, or Inter- 
Ceſſion, or Thankſgiving, 1 
may be improved to this excellent Purpoſe, 
may be learned from conſulting Two very va- 
luable Books writ on purpoſe to facilitate the 
Attainment of this Gift; the one ſtiled a Di 5 


The PREFACE. 


are ordinarily requiſite 1 in order to obtain many 


of the vain, empty, and unſatisfying Enjoy- 
A little Time ſpent daily in 


The Holy Scriptures 
the Cloſet, and would, if ſeriouſly ſtudied, ſup- 


ply with proper Materials adapted to all the . 


veral Parts of Prayer, as well as to all the ne- 
Neither is it at all ne- 


How the Scriptures 
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courſe upon the Gift of Prayer, by Biſhop Wilkins; 


and the other, 4 Method for Prayer, by Mr. 
Matthew . - hey have, in each of their 


reſ Perle 


0 r . 1 


a Specimen: There is ſtill room for further En- 


conſiſt with, and ſuit his particular Occaſions: 


excellent Uſe, if the Scriptures rightly applied, 
were ſtill more and more drawn into our Deyo- 
tions: Not as tho? I thought the Bleſſed God, | 
who is always of one and the fame Mind, was 
any way affected, either with our much Speak- 
ing, or with our variouſly Expreſſing the we. 
Thing to him in Prayer, even tho? it be in 
Language drawn from a Book of His own "np 0 
ſpiring ; but certainly a Variety of Scripture | 
Expreſſion, when within this Variety there are 
couched new Pleas and Arguments proper to 
ennforce the ſame Thing, may be a Mean of at- | 
fecting us, which is one great End of Prayer, 


and Benefits as he has graciouſſy promiſed. 
: to grant upon our Praying to him. Beſides, we 
| muſt own that there is a great Variety in our {| 
Tempers, and we are differently affected at dif- 
ferent Times, and therefore the being ſtocked | 
: with a good Collection of Leriptures, under 


The PREPACE. 


reſpeclive Books, made a good Collection of 4 


pertinent Scriptures, under thoſe ſeveral Heads 
of Divinity, which are the proper Matter of 


Prayer. But it did not conſiſt with their De- 


ſign to collect all the Scriptures, which relate to * 


each of theſe particular Heads of Divinity; 


their Deſign could only be to produce a few as 


largements, and every Perſon is at liberty to 
furniſh himſelf with more Collections, as may 


And I cannot but think, that it would be of 


and by which we become el and meet to 
receive from the Hands of God, ſuch Favours | 


b 3 55 Each. : 
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of which may be uſed at one Time, and others 
at another, may be a Mean of cultivating and 
improving pious and devout Affections in us. 


God's Inſpiring, and he has therein writ to us 
the great Things of his Law, muſt it not be 
very Heal to him, to ſee us treaſuring up 


be properly addreſſed to him in n Acts of Devo- 


tion ? 
I juſt now hinted how well it would be, if the 


| Scriptures were more and more drawn into our 
| Devorions, to which let me add by way of Que- 
= Perſons, did they in their daily Courſe of read- 


zs in the Chapter or Plalm they read, that may 
afford proper Matter for any of the Parts of 


which is the great Inſtrument both of Regene- 
ration and Growth in Grace, would be happily 


I cannot but think, that a few Verſes thus dail; 


: Proficient in true Piety and Holineſs, than the 


reading ſeveral Chapters 1 in the Bible every Day | 
5 in 


each of the principal Heads of Divinity, ſome 


Moreover, ſince the Scriptures are a Book of 


from this Holy Book, ſuch Things, which may | 


ry; might it not tend very much to the Im- 
provement of a pious Diſpoſition in Religious 


5 ing God's Holy Word, take notice what there 


Prayer, whether Adoration, or Confeſſion, or 
Petition, or Interceſſion, or Thankſgiving, trea- 
fure it up in their Minds, and make uſe of it 

accordingly? By this Mean the Word of God, 


turned in Succum & Sanguinem, whereby the. 
Chriſtian would be nouriſhed up to Eternal Life. 


read and improved, would turn to a far better 
Account, and render any Perſon a greater 
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ik theſe few Verſes were afterwards either in the 
Day Time, or in the Night Seaſons meditated 
upon: How Bleſſed would the Man be that 
thus evidenced his Delight in the Law of God, 

by meditating upon it Day and Night? A Per- | 
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in a curſory and heedleſs Manner; eſpecially, 


ſon taking ſuch a Courſe as this, could hardly 


I offer this Compoſure of Devotions only ad 


A Specimen, whereby Perſons may ſee what a _ 
Variety of Scriptures may, under any Head of 
Divinity, be improved as proper Matter of Pray- 
er, and doubtleſs a great many more than are 
here uſed under each Head, may be improved = 
to the ſame happy Purpoſe. I fay L offer it as 
BY © Specimen, for the Direction of ſuch who may | 
ſtand in need of Direction in this Matter; not 
but that I think any of the Prayers in this Col- _ 
lection may be uſed as a Form, and ſo be very,” | 
properly addreſſed to God, which if they be — 
by any ſincere Chriſtian in a right Manner, I | 
doubt not, will meet with a gracious Accep- | 
:; tance at the Hands of God, and prove a Mean | 
pft ſtrengthening a gracious Diſpoſition of Soul 
in the ſame Perſon: But it is chiefly deſigned 
for Direction. Here is a great Variety of De- 


vout Thoughts, ſome of Which may be uſed '? 4 
2 | | one 


fail of attaining a very excellent Gift of Prayer; 
and certainly a Gift of this Nature would make 

rich amends for half an Hour thus ſpent every 
Day. How many Perſons do daily take a great 
deal of Pains, and ſpend many Hours, in the 
| Purſuit of what does not bring 'em in near o 
5 good a Return as this would be? ; 


The PREPACE. 


one e Time, and others at another, according as 
the devout Perſon may ſtand affected, and as 

the Exigency of the Caſe may require. IT hey 
are calculated for the encouraging and promo- 


ting a devout Temper in particular private Per- 
ſons; and I have often thought that ſuch Per- 
ſons who reſolve for Heaven, and fo to make 


_ fomewhat of their Religion, ſhould not think it 


enough to bind themſelves to juſt praying twice 


a Day, when they ariſe in the Morning and go 
to Bed in the Evening, (tho' I wiſh this were 
ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſſy practiſed by all that 
make a Profeſſion of Religion) ſo as thereupon 
to reckon it altogether needleſs to addreſs 


| themſelves to God at other Times of the Day, 


and as Occaſion may require. What if a Chriß : 
tian when he meets with a Temptation to ſome | 
particular Sin, to which he may alſo be ſtrong- 
ly inclined, ſhould retire and withdraw from 
the Temptation, into ſome Place where he 


might have an Opportunity of ſeriouſly addreſ- 


T fing himſelf to God in a Prayer, for that Grace 
which is directly oppoſite to the Sin to which 
he is at that Time tempted? Might not this 
often prove a Mean of rendering him a Con- 
queror over the Temptation ' Infl. gr. What if 
a a paſſionate Perſon that is apt to be ſoon angry, 
| ſhould, when at any Time he meets with a 

' Provocation, | in its Nature apt to excite this Paſ- 

ſion of Anger in him, inſtead of giving vent 
to his angry Reſentments, retire from the pro- 
voking Object, and in an humble Manner ad- 

: dreſs hunſelf to 9 in the Prayer for 285 
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neſs; with Brokenneſs of Heart bewaling his 
great Proneneſs to Anger, and earneſtly im- 
ploring at the Hands of God, Grace to help in 
this Reſpect, in time of Need ? Might not ſuch 
a Courſe as this frequently uſed, prove a happy 
Mean of ſubduing an angry paſſionate Temper, 
which ſome are ready to ſay, they are not able 
to maſter, and of adorning *em with the Grace 
of Meekneſs, which in the Sight of God, is an 
Ornament of very great Price. I might alſo 
inſtance in other Sins, ſuch as Pride, Unclean- 
nels, Intemperance, Sc. How well would it be 
for Perſons, if they would retire from the 
Temptation to any of theſe Sins, and make the 
Prayer here drawn up for the oppoſite Grace, 
the Matter both of their ſerious Meditation, 
' and allo of their ſolemn Addreſs to God? Ido 
not know, but that ſuch a Method as this ſeri- 
; ouſly purſued, might prove of great Uſe, in ad- _ 
| vancing a Chriſtian in his Progreſs towards e- 
: verlaſting Happineſs, as it might be a Mean of 
adorning him with ſuch Graces as are neceſſary 
© to render any Perſons meet for the glorious In- 
mm heritance of the upper World. TT 
his Collection was the Work of ſome of my = 
== ſolitary Hours this laſt Winter; enjoying three 


i the gracious Providence of God, a better Lei- 

» ſiure than a great many of my Brethren, whoſe 
a HFandas are fuller of Buſineſs, as being better fi- | 
{- +4 ted for it, I was willing to devote ſome of it for 
E Þ the Benefit of others, being very ſenſible of . 


Truth of what an Heathen once faid, Pro gratis 
bominum nos nati ſumus, we were not Born, ne... 
3 cer 7 
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| ther do we live for our own Sakes, but for the 


ſake of others. And if any Thing in this Col- 
lection may contribute never ſo little, either to 


the kindling or quickening a Flame of Devotion 


In any one Perſon, I ſhail reckon my Time well 


ſpent, that was employed in drawing it up. I 


am very much miſtaken in myſelf, if Retire- 


ment and Uſefulneſs in a Subſerviency to the 
Divine Glory and the Good of Souls, be not 
the Top of my Ambition in this World; and | 
if I may but enjoy theſe, I envy no Perſon the 
Honours, the Pleaſures, the Emoluments of a 
vain and tranſitory Lite. 


Some perhaps may reckon the publiſhing of 


this Collection a very needleſs Thing, ſeeing we 
have ſo many Books of Devotion already ex 
tant: But with reſpect to this, it may be ſaid, 
that there are different Tempers and Taſtes in 
the World, by reaſon whereof a Variety and 
Choice of the ſame Sorts of Books may be very 
uſefu]: Beſides, there are ſeveral Circumſtances 
occurring, which do often occaſion many Perſons 
to look into a Book publiſhed by one, which 
could not be ſuppoſed to occur to occaſion their 
looking into a Book of the ſame Nature pub- 
liſhed by another: But however, if any Perſon 
weill be at ſo much Pains, as to compare this 
Collection with any heretofore publiſhed, I be- 
lieve he will find it different in ſundry Reſpects; 
. beſides, that it was compoſed with a different 
View, viz, To ſhew ſuch who ſtand in need of 
= Direction, what a Variety of Scriptures under 
any Head of Divinity, may” be eee into 
Acts | 
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Acts of Devotion, as has been already hinted. 

Moreover, ſince the principal and moſt uſeful 
Heads of Divinity; ſuch as the Creed, the At- 
tributes, the Ten Commandments, the Lord's 

Prayer, are in this Collection prayed over, it is 
not impoſſible but the attentive Perſon may 
gather ſome uſeful Leſſons of Inſtruction from 


1 ſome of theſe; which is principally intended 


herein, not to ſuperſede, (God forbid it ſhould). 
but to be ſubſervient to thoſe praying Gift 
Chriſtians are bleſſed with, | 
I would earneſtly defire all Perſons, into 5 
whoſe Hands this Collection may fall, to ſeek 
after the Grace, as well as the Gift of Prayer, 
* without which the latter will prove of no Ayail 
to 'em; No! Tho? they had the Tongue of 
| Angels, and could ſpeak with never ſo great a 
* Fluency and Variety of ſacred Oratory, Would 
> we pray, and fo pray as to be heard, (without 
which, what does it ſignify to pray at all?) ) let us 
ſee that we follow after Purity of Heart, -and 
Holineſs of Life; for if we regard Iniquity, tho? 
it be only in the Heart, certain it is, the Lord 
will not hear our Prayers. Let us likewiſe ſee 
that we offer up our Prayers in a right Manner, 
even in the Exerciſe of all ſuch Graces, which 
are required in order to the rendering our Pray- 
ers acceptable to that God, who has always 
been a God hearing Prayer, and that ever ſince 
Men began to call upon him. 1 
1 ſhall take this Opportunity of Ace 
thac I am tar from b ING governed by Party 
Seal in Matters of. 1 Nel ion: The very Term 
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Parh, as it has been applied to Men of different 


Sentimenis in Religion, has always from my 


firſt beginning to ſtudy my Religion, ſounded 
harſh in mine Ears: My Temper and Principles 
are in a high Degree Catholick. Let Men dif- 


pute about Religion as long as they pleaſe, I 
am very well ſatisfied, that the great Deſign of 


the Golpel was to make Perſons Holy, t that by 
this Mean they may be qualified for the Sight 
and Enjoyment of God in the other World ; ; 
which when I {eriouſly conſider, I cannot with- 
out Pity behold the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 

ready to worry and devour one another about 
Things of a very trifling Nature, and which 


have little or no Relation to that which is the 


main Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion. If God, 
by the Influences of his Grace, will but work a 


holy Diſpoſition in me, and make me an In- 


ſtrument in any reſpect of implanting the like 
' Diſpoſition in any of my Fellow-Creatures, I 
_ ſhall contentedly leave it to others to diſpute 
about the unneceſſary Matters in Religion, and 


by ſo doing, to raiſe Trophies to themſelves. 


| Rather than be a Zealot in any Party, I am 
well content to be ſighted br the Zealots of all 
Parties. 

— God, by the: gracious Influences of his 
Spirit, would accompany this poor Performance, 
and render it effectual for the promoting of his 
__ Glory, and the Good of any well- diſpoſed Per- 


ſon into whoſe Hand it ma) al, is the earneſt 
Deſire and Prayer of; 
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4s Alec, 7 G 0 D. as eee EY Pre- 


ſerver of all things. 


7 Lord, thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven 
of Heavens with all their Haſts; the Earth 


and all things which are therein : As for the 


World and the fulneſs thereof, and all things that 
come forth of it, thou hast founded them, I Adore 
2? thee, O Lord, for garniſhing the Heavens by thy 

Spirit ;, thou 2 given the Sun for a Light by Day, 1 
and ordained the Moon and Stars for a Light by 

Night. I Adore thy Power and Goodneſs ma 

0 in this lower World; thou haſt founded 
the Earth, and hung it upon nothing, and thou hoſt 
 olfo ſhut up the Sea with Doors, ſaying, hitherto ſhalt 


\  theu come and no further, and here ſhall thy proud 


Vades be ſtaped. I Adore thee as the Creator of 


$ every living thing here upon Earth; thou madeſt 


| Creature that the Waters bring forth; and every © 
Plant and Tree of the Field Soy it was in the © 
Earth, and every Herb before it grew. 1 Adore 


every living Creature, Beast and Cattle, and. creeping. 


things of the Earth; every winged Fowl and moving 


1 Thee, O h particularly for thy Creating | 
11 B 7 


Man; 3 


=. Cliſet Der votions, 


Man; 5 upon this account thou art e Father of 
ell Men, and we all are the Werk of thy Hands 


thou art God, thou hat made us, and not we ourſetves ; 


ve are thy People and the Sheep of thy Paſture, 1 


Adore thee for Creating all things with ſuch 
_ Eaſe and Facility; through Faith I underſtand that 


the Worlds were framed by the Word of God: By thy © 


Mord, O Lord, were the Heavens made, and all 
the Hof of them by the Breath of thy Mouth ;, thou 


didſt but Speak, and it was done, thou Commandedſt, 
and all things fleod fast: thou faid(t let them be, and 
it ws; ſo. Adored be thine infinite and match- - | 
leſs Power. I Adore thee for the kind Deſign _ 

which thou hadſt in Creating this Earth, thou : 
didit not Create it in vain, but formeaF it to 5 


bBabited; and for the kind Deſign which thou 


5 Cad | in forming Man, whom thou didſt Create 
fer thine own Glory, and form, that he might be 
forehb thy Praiſe, I Adore thee, as for making 


Man, ſo for making of one Blood all Nations for to 


dwell on all the Face of the Earth, by which means 

thou didſt provide for the cementing the Chil- 
_ dren of Men together, in the Bonds of mutual 
Love and Amity, Worthy art thou, O Lord, ob 
receive Ilonour and Glory and Praiſe, for thou ba$t 


| C reated all hing,, and for th by Pleafi ure 50 are and 
Tere Crt cated. 


I Adore thee likewiſe, 0 Lord, as the gra- - 
cious Preſerver of all things ; as by thee all things 


were at firſt made, fo by thee do all things confift : 
thou preſerve and upboldeft all things by the Word 


| of thy Power, and they continue this Day according 


to thine Ordinance. 1. ls s OWINg to the benign 


Taft: = 


am Scripture Expreſſions. e 


Influence of thy Gracious Providence, that Seed- 
time and Harveſt, and Cold aud Heat, and Summer 
and Winter, and Day and Night have not hitherto | 
ceaſed ; and becauſe thou haſt faid it, I truſt will 
not, whil# the Earth remains, I Adore thee for 
Freparing Rain for the Earth, and nrabing Graſs 10 
grow upon the Mountains, for viſiling the Earih, 


and Weg it, fo that it bringeth forth Herbs meet 
fer them by whom it 5s dreſſed. "With thee, O Lord, 


is the Fountain of Life: thou preſerve Man ani 


Beeft: thou give# Food to all Fleſh: in thy Hand 


© is the Soul of every living thing, and the Breath of 


% Mankind, Praiſed be thy Name that zh 


give? Rain from Heaven, and Fruitſul Seaſens, 2 
ing our Ilcaris with Food end Gladneſs, O Lord, 
thou art in an eſpecial manner zhe Preſerver of | 
Man; thou briage#? forth Foed out of the Earth fer 
the 0 of Man; Wine that makes Glad the 
Heart of Man, and Oil io make his Face io fine, 
and Bread which flrengthens Man's Heart, I A- 
dore and Praiſe thy Name for the favourable _ 
Protection of thy kind Providence extended to 
me and others of my Fellow-creatures 3 hor 


Lord only makeſt us to dwell in Safety, and thy Vifi- 


lation it is that preſerveth the Spirit, Oh that Men 
evould praiſe thee, O Lord, for thy Goodne 1 and 
Per thy wonderful Works to the Children of Men : 
Enable me, I beſeech thee, to ew to the Gene- 
rations to come the Praiſes of thee, O Lord, and thy | 
Strenzib, and thy wonderful Warks, which thou haſt | 
done: Grant allo that I may give Glory to thee, the | 


Lord my God, before thou cauſe Darkneſs, and before 


D 0 Feet Sumble __ the dark Aae, and ceihilſt 


B 2 8 I toi: 


ſe Devoti ons, 


1 look for Light,. thou turn it into the Shadw of 
Death: Grant it for thy Son's ſake, to whom 
be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. > 


An Adpration of God as the Author of Grice = 1 


Together with a Supplication for Grace. 
Racious Lord, I Adore thee, as one that 


art found of them that ſought thee not, and 
who makeſt thyſelf Manifeſt to them wwho aſked 


wot ofter thee, I acknowledge that it is by zhy 


Grace, that any are what they are, and that all 

Perſon's Sufficiency is of thee : Jam very ſenſible | 
that a Man can receive nothing except it be given 
bim from Heaven, and that no Man can come unto 
Chriſt, except thou draw bim. I own it to thy | 

{ Praiſe, that it is by Grace that any are Saved 2 


Faith, and that not of themſelves, it is thy Gift, O 
God. I Adore thee as the God of 1ſrael, who gi- 


vet Strength and Power unto thy People, and thy 
People are made willing in the Day of thy Power, 

It is thou, O Lord, who draw, before any do run 
after thee, and ſeeing thou art he who wworket all = 
our Good Works in us and for us; by thee only will 


I make mention of thy Name. I am very ſenſible 


and deſire to own it to thy Praife, that every 
Good and perfect Gift comes down from above, nnn. 
from thee, the Father of Lights, with whom there is | 
no Variableneſs, not the leaſt Shadow of turning. If 
any do Repent, it is becauſe thou giveſt them Re- 
Pentancè to the Acknowledgment of the Truth , If any 
do Believe in thy Son, it is owing to the exceeding = 
_ Greatneſs of thy Power towards them ; If any are in 
Chrif Jeſus, and fo freed from Cane, „ 


of 


by 
. ; 
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in Scripture Expreſſins. 5 
of thee ; and if any are Created in Chriſt Jeſus un- 
to good Works, they are thy Horkmanſbip ; It any 
do work out their Salvation, or do that which is 


well-pleaſing in thy Sight, it is becauſe thou 


workeſt in them, both to will and to do of thy good 
Pleaſure, I Adore thee, O Lord, as the iole 
Author of all Grace, and ſhall ever reckon it 
fit for him that Glorieth, to Glory in the Lord: It | 


is meet to give Thanks unto thee, O Father, for it 
is thou that delivereſt Sinners from the Power of 
| Darkneſs, and tranſlateſt them into the Kingdom of 
thy dear Son; and it is thou that makeſt thy Ser- 
vants meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, = „„ 


Il beſeech thee, O Lord, let me become 4 


Partaker of thy Heavenly Grace, for Chriſt's ſake! 
For his ſake fave me from all my Uncleanneſſes. Take 
 eway the Stony Heart out of my Fleſh, and give me | 

an Heart of Fleſh; put thy Spirit within me, and 

cauſe me to walk in thy Statutes, Enable me to 
relurn unto thee with my whole Heart, and be gra 
ciouſly pleaſed 20 heal my Back-ſlidings : Turn thou 

me, and I ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord my 

God; Quichen me, and I will call upon thy Name; 

yea, in thy Name will J Rejoice all the Day long: 

Put thy Fear into my Heart, and let me not deport 
rom thee: Sprinkle, I beſeech thee, clean Water upon 
we, and I ſhall be Clean: Since it has pleaſed thee 
to ſend thy Son Feſus, to Bleſs Sinners, in turning 

\ them away from their Iniquilies; let me as well a> 
others partake of this Bleſſing : Grant that unio 
me may be given Grace according to the Meaſure of 

_ the Gift of Chrif; and oh that Chrift might Live 
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cer Devotions, 


in me; for as I can do nothing without tim, ſo I 


can do all things through Chrift frengthening me. 
| Strengthen me therefore, O Lord, then ſtall 1 


walk up and down in thy Name. Do it I intreat 
thee for thy Son's ſake, who came not to call the 
Righteous, but Sinners 10 Repentance; to whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


Honour, and everlaſting Praiſe, Amen. 


_ The Dedication of the Heart to G OD. 


 Leſſed God, thou haſt required me to give 
thee my Heert, and to whom Lord ſhould 


I give it but unto thee, ſince thou alone haſt a 
Right to it, and thou alone art Worthy of it? 
1 acknowledge thy Right, ſeeing all Souls are 
thine, and thou art Worthy of it, ſince thou. 
only art a ſatisfying Portion for the Immortal 
Soul. From a deep Senſe of theſe things, and 
N that <cbatever I do in Religion is in vain, if 
wy y Heart be withheld from thee, I come at 
ö this time to Preſent, Dedicate and Surrender * 
to thee, O Bleſſed Tehovah : When I conſider 
what Vanity and Wickedneſs has lodged in it, 
and what a Neſt it has been of ſinful Thoughts, 
- impure Deſires, corrupt Imaginations, and vile 
Affections, I cannot but admire the rich Con- 
deſcenſions of thy Grace, in that thou art will- 
ing to accept of the D- dication of it to thy Ser- 
vice. And wilt thou in very deed accept of my | 
Heart, which is of /o little Worth? Overcome | 
by ſuch a Diſplay of Goodneſs, and in hopes of | 
having it made better, I here Preſent it to thee. | 
4 reſign my Vaderſtanding to thee, to be em- 
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ployed in Contemplating thy Bleſſed Nature and 


Perfections, Word and Works; O Father f 
Ligbis, enlighten it with the Knowledge of ſuch 


things as make for Peace, I reſign my Will to 


iu Scripture Expreſſions. - Þþ : 


thee, to be rendered pliable to thy Holy Will, 
both commanding and diſpoſing; O grant, that 
through the Power of thy Grace it may be 
more "and more melted down into thy Holy 
Will. I give up mine Aﬀections to thee, re- 
ſolving that they ſhall no longer be Jet upon 
things Below, but upon things Above; O give me 
to be more zealoufly AﬀeFed to that which is Good. 
I conſecrate my Memory to thy Service, to be 
a Sacred Treaſury of Divine and Heavenly 
Truths, lest at any time they ſhould ſip; O help it 
faithfully to retain the Truths of the Goſpel, I 
give up my Conſcience to thee, to be Informed } 
and Regulated by thee, and ſo to be the Guide 
and Director of my Actions; deſirous alſo that 
it may give in a right Teſtimony to, and paſs _ 
a right Sentence upon, whatever I do; O help 
me 70 keep a Conſcience void of Offence, towards the 
my God, and towards all Men. 
I give my Heart to thee, O God, purpoſing 5 
by thy Grace to make it more my Buſineſs 10 | 
Purify it, to hide thy Word in it, to do thy Will 
From it, and whenever I attend upon Holy Du- 
ties, to take eſpecial Care that my Heart be Fixed. 
I purpoſe through thy Grace, in all my Ap- | 
| proaches to thee, to Sanctiſy thee in my . "is 
will are near to thee with my Heart; 1 will ſeek 
idee with all my Heart; J will praiſe thee with all 
37 rt, ang whenever I Sing 55 Praifes, will 


endea- 
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"77M -- c oſet Devotions, 
endeavour to make Melody to thee with my Hear 1; 
O aſſiſt me by thy Grace to make good theſe 


Purpoſes. I give my Heart to thee, that thou 


maylt ſprinkle it from an Evil Conſcience, and by 
that means put Gladne/s into it; that thou may lt 
make it @ Heart of Fleſt, and Write thy Laws in 


it; that thou mayſt Eſtabliſb it by thy Heavenly 


| Brace, and when 2 and Heart fail, that thou 
mayſt be the Strength of my Heart and my Portion 
for erer; O God, I Beſeech thee, accept Graci. 
ouſly of this Dedication, and let the Peace of God, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding, keep my Heart and £7 
Mind through Feſus Chris? my Lord. Amen, 


A Prayer for an Intereſt i in the Privileges of | 


the Godly. 


the 


Lord, how great is thy Grtufe which thou 
Hast laid up for them that Fear thee, which 
3 Pins 2 wrought for them that Truſt in thee before 
the Sons of Men? J own myſelf a Vile Sinner, 
_ unworthy altogether of thy Favour, but for thy 
Son's fake, I intreat an Intereſt herein with my |. 
whole Heart: O let me not be appointed unto 
Wrath, but to obtain Salvation by my Lord Feſus 
\ Chrif. Deliver me from the Power of Darkneſs, 
and let me be Tranſlated into the Kingdom of thy 
| dear Son. May I be Blef? with all Spiritual Bleſ 
| ſings in Heavenly Places in Chriſt. Let me be ſo 
Bleſſed, as to have my Tranſereſſins and my Sins c- 
vered. May I be fet apart for thyſelf, and give 
me to know that I am ſo. Enable me 0 do Well, 
and O let me be Accepted; yea, let me find Grace f 
in thine Hes. Let me learn ty Experience, that 


2 


in Scripture Expreſſions. : 'S 
the Lord hath Bleſſed me. Let everlaſting Confo- 


lation and good Hope through Grace be given me. O 
thou who /peakeſt Peace to thy People, and to thy 
Saints, ſpeak Peace to my Soul; and let the Peace 
of God, which paſſeth all Underſtanding, keep my 


Heart and Mind through Jeſus Chriſt, Grant that 


; being Juſtiſed by Faith, I may have Peace with 
' thee through my Lord Feſus. Let thy Son make 


me free from the Power of Sin, and from the 


| Curſe of the Law, then ſhall I be Free indeed. 
1 Let me be in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſo no Condemna- 


tion may attend me. Let Power be given me to 


become a Child of God. Give me a Name better 
than of Sons and Danghters, even an cverlaſting 


Name that fhall not be cut off. Let me be of the 


Number of the precious Sons of Zion, who are 
comparable to fine Geld. Let me have this Evi- 


dence of my being one of the Sons of God, even 


my being led by tbe Spirit of God, O give me to 
Drink of that Water, which whoſo Drinketh of, ſhall 


ever Thirſt, Leave me not Comfortleſs, I beſeech 
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| thee, but manifeſt thyſelf to me; yea, come unto” | 

me, and make thine Abode with me. Drwvell with {| 

me, and be my God; 1 deſire no greater Favour, |} 

no greater Honour, than to be the Temple of 

God. May I be fo Bleſſed, as to walk in the Light | 

e thy Countenance; O let my Soul be revived 

F with that Liebt which is fown for the Righteous, | 
and with that Gladneſs which is Sown for the Up- 

| right in Heart, Cauſe thy Googneſs, 1 pray thee, 


to paſs before me, O thou who art Good 10 Iſrael, 


even to ſuch as are of a clean Heart, create in me a 


clean art, and {el me Experience thy ww” _ | 
; et \* 


10 Cuſet Devotions, 

Let me be ſatisfied with the Goodneſs of thy Houſe, 
even of thy Holy Temple; and grant that being 
Planted in the Houſe of the Lord, I may Flouriſb in 


the Courts of my God yea, let me Flourifh like the 
Palm Tree, and grow like the Cedar of Lebanon; 


O let me be like a Tree Plented by the Rivers of 
Waters, which oringeth forth bis Irult in 11's Sea- 


ſen; grant that my Leaf may not Wither, and 
- whatſoever I do let il Proſper. Help me to walk 
_ Uprightly, and may it pleaſe thee to give me 
Grace and Glory, and to wwithbeld no good thing from 


me. Give me Grace to , Righteouſly, that fo 
I may dwell on High, and have thee, who art the 


Munition of Rocks, for a Place of Defence; that ſo 


Bread may be given me, and my Waters may be ſure. 


Let the Sn of Righteouſneſs ariſe upon me with 
Healing in bis Ii ings, that fo I may go forth and 


grow up as Calves of the Stall, Give me to find 


Wiſdom, that ſo I may find Life, and obtain Favour 


from thee, O Lord. Let me have Grace to keep 


thy Covenant, and let me experience al! the Paths 


of the Lord to be Goodneſs and Truth, Enable me 
to Fear thee, and let thy Secret be with me, and 


ſhew me thy Covenant, May my Soul dwell al 
Eaſe in thee, and Teach me in the Way that 1 


ſhould Chuſe. Enable me to traſt in thee, and ſuf. 


fer me not to be Deſolale. Grant that I may 


delight myſelf i in thee, and give unto me the D.fire of 
my Heart, Let my Steps be ordered by thee, and 


Delight in my May. O thou who tale Pleaſure 


in thy People, even in them who Fear thee, and 


hope in thy Mercy; let me be ſuch a one in whom 


thou takeſt Pleaſure, Do not Frſale ED: x 
e ind, 
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in Scripture Ex fi Mun, 8 


Lord, for thy Name's ſale: Let me be of the 
Number of thoſe Perfect ones, whom thou wilt ne- 
der caſt Away, Let me be fo Heoppy as to have 
thee the God of Facob for my continual Help; and as 
the Menntains are round about Jeruſalem, ſo may it 


| pleaſe thee, 70 be round about me from henceforth, 


even for ever. Inſlruf? me and keep me as the Apple 
of thine Eye; yea, be thou a continual Support unto 
me: O eternal God, let me have thee for ny Refuge, 
and underneath me let thine everlaſting Arms be. Be 
my Strength in a time of Trouble, O thou who 
preſerveſt "the Souls of thy Saints, let me be Preſer- 


ved for ever: May all things work tegether for ny 
Cood; if any ſhould hint "Foil againſt me; let it 
appear that thou meant it for Good, Tho? I 
Fall, yet let me not be utterly caſt down; but gra- 
cioully uphold me with thy Hand. Let my Ds 


pleaſe thee, and make even mine Enemies to be at 
Peace with me. Give thine Angels a Charge con- 
cerning me, to keep me in all my Ways; O let em 


Encamp round about me. O thou, who keepeſt the 
Het of thy Saints, ſuffer not my Fiel at any lime ” , 
Lie moved, out of the Way either of Duty o 


Comfort. Let my Life be hid with Chrift in Gel, 
that ſo when Chrift who 1s my Life ſhall appear, 1 
may appear with him in Glory. With everlaſting i 


Kindneſs I pray thee have Mercy upon me. and let 
me be Saved with an everlaſting Salvation, Let 


me have a Senſe that my Name is Written in the 
Book of Life, and I ſhall Rejoice more than 7 


- Spirits «were made Subjef? to me. Let me be made 
meet for the glorious Taberitance, and in a little 
wine: may it pleatc thee to 22 Satan under my 
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12 th 72 Devotions, 


Het. I defire to be of the Number of thoſe 
Sheep to whom thou wilt give Eternal Life, who 
ſhall never Periſb, and whom no Man ſhall pluck out 
ef thy Hands, Give me Grace to Serve and Fol- 
low thee, that ere thou art, I thy Servant may 
be alſo, O let me never be ſeparated from the Love 
of Chriſt, but may I be more than a Conqueror | 
through Chriſt that Loved me. Let me be thine, © 
O Lord of Hoſts, in the Day when thou makeſt up ©. 
thy Jewels; and whilſt I am in this World, let 
 wbine Eyes be ever upon me, and thine Ears open iss 
my Cry. May I be of the Number of thoſe 
whoſe End is Peace, and of thoſe Righteous ones, 
20 ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. When 
1 leave this World, grant that I may it together Þ 
 wvith Chriſt in Heavenly Places; let me then be a 
_ Fillow-Citizen with the Saints, and of the Houſhold * 
of God. Deny me not theſe Requeſts, I intreat | 
' thee, for the Sake of thy Son who is Worthy; | 
to whom be aſcribed en Praiſes. Amen, = 
Amen. . i 


_— 


T he Articles of PI Creed meditated upon, - 


and Pray ed over. 


- Heaven and Earth, 


1 led Lord, I believe that thou art, 1 /be 
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; 1 Believes in God, the Father Almighty, Mater | 


| Heavens declare thy Glory, and the Firmament D 


5 Bees forth thy Handy Works : Thine eternal Power © 
and Godhead are man el, from i be things which 
I behold. Oo ſtrengthen my: Faith in thine Ex- 


iſtence, 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. s - ® 
iſtence, and enable me to Live as one that n 


| ly believes the ſame. May I never be fo great 
4 Fool as 10 ſay in my Heart there is 10. God, or to 
Believe there is one, and yet Live as tho' there 
were none, I believe that thou art the FATHER, 


in an eminent Senſe, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 


C briſt, and in an inferior Senſe, the Father of 


all Created Beings. I Adore thee as the Father 
of Angels, for when thou didſt lay the Foundation 


of the Earth, thoſe Sens of God Shouted for Joy. I 


Adore thee likewiſe as the Father of all Men, 


ſince thou haſt Created all; and in a particular | 


manner the Father of all True Chriſtians, ſince 


theſe are thy IVorkmanſhip, created in Chriſt Tens.” I 
unto good Works, Thou art my Father as I am i 
thy Creature, O let me be a mew Creature, and 


ſo be thou a Father unto me, even in a way of : 


Special Grace. I believe alſo that thou art AL 
MIGHTY. I Adore thee as one cleathed with 
Strengib; yea With thee all things are Poſſible, and 


nothing is too hard for thee. If I ſpeak of Strength, 


O Lord, thou art Strong all other Strength, if 
F compared with thine, is not worth ſpeaking "© 
| Grant therefore, I humbly beſeech thee, that! 
may not provoke thee to Fealouſy, as tbo” I were 
eronger then thou : but let a Senſe of thy Almigh- 
| ty Power continually influence me, to Fear and 
Reverence thee, to Truſt in thee, and Submit 
| unto thee. I believe that thu art J. HE MAKER 
of HEAVEN and EARTH, By thee, O Lord, 
were all things Created that are in Heaven and 1 
Earib, Viſible and Inviſible, whether they be Angels 


or Ti brones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Pow- 
©. 08 
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14 1 ſe Devotions, 


ers: all things were Created by thee, and for thee. 


O how worthy art thou to be Praiſed by all 


Creatures! Worihy art thou, O Lord, to receive 
Glory and Honour, and Power, for thou ha Created 


all things, and for thy Pleaſure they are and were 
Created, I will Praiſe thee, for TI am fearfully and 
wonderfully made by thee. Thy Hands have made 
and faſhioned me, O give me an Underſlanding that © 
may learn thy Commandments: Thou art God, 
thou ha Made me, and not I myſelf. O give me to 
know this, and from a Senſe hereof, to o ſerve thee 
with Gladneſs of Heart all my Days. Enable me 


to commit my Soul unto thee in well doing, as unto a 


Faithful Creator, and graciouſly keep what 1 com- 


mit unto thee till the greet Day. Do it I pray thee 


for thy Son” s ſake, to whom, Oc. 


And in Yet Us Chriſt his only Son our Lord 
Leſſed Lord, as I believe in thee, fo 1 be- 


2 liebe in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord; O 
help my Unbelief. I believe Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
obeſe coming into the IVerld thou didſt ſpeak of, — 
by tbe Mouths of all thy Holy Prophets which were 
fince the World began; and bleſs thee for fulfill. 
ling 1 in him the Promiſe made to Abraham, that 
in his Seed all the Families of the Earth Seoul be | 

Bleſſad; and Itkewiſe to Jacob, that ihe Shilob 

ſoauld come, and to him ſhould the Gathering of the 
People be. I believe that Jeſus is the CHRIST, 
and bleſs thee for Anointing him with the Oy of 
G'adneſs above his Fellows, I heartily aſſent to 


his being that Prophet that ſhould come into the 


World, to is Lei an 5 Pricf ef 6 gd 2. a 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 15 
9 come, to his being Lord of Lords, and King of 
Kings; O let me have Grace to receive him in all 


his anointed Offices; to attend to him as my 
Prophet and Teacher, to confide in him as the A. 
Poſtle and Hipb. Priest of my Profeſſion, and to Obey 

him, as my Lord and King, Enable me, I beleech 
thee, as I name the Name of 5 to depart from 


a!l Iniquity. I believe this ſame Jeſus to be thine 
ONLY SON, even thy Well beloved and only 
begotten Son, who came forth from thee the Faber, 


when he came into the IYorld; but his Generation I 
am not able to declare. O let the ſuper- eminent 
Dignity of this Divine Perſon raiſe in me an 


high Admiration of his aſtoniſhing Love, in his 
being willing to come down from Heaven, to ſuf- 


fer ſo many evil T hings in this ſinful, miſerable 


World. I believe this fame Jeſus to be LORD 


of all, which I confeſs at this time to the Glory of 
thee the Father: 1 believe him to be Lord cf - 
Lords and King of Kings; and do alſo acknow- 
ledge him to be my Lord, both as he has bought 
me with a Price, and as I have been given up to 
him in the Ordinance of Baptiſm : Stir me up, 
I beſeech thee, and enable me to Obey him as 


my Lord. Make me Joyful in this my King, and 


give me Grace to Bow lo his Sceptre, which is a 
Sceptre of Righteouſneſs. Suffer me not to reſt in 
a bare Calling him Lord, Lord, ſince not every 

one that does ſo ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
den; but he that does the Will of thee his Father. 

1 Grant that as I call Christ Lord, Lord, ſo I may 


do tbe things which he fays. Let it never ſeem evil 


to me, to ſerve this Lord, who has done and 
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1 Obſt Devutions, 


ſuffered ſo much for me ; hear and anſwer for | 


his ſake, to whom, Sc. 


Who was Conceived by the Holy Gl, and 


Born of the Virgin Mary, 
LLeſſed Lord, 1 Adore thee for the Mira- 


culous Conception and Birth of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Born of the Virgin Mary. I adore thee, that 


fince the Children, whom thou didſt deſign to 
Redeem, were Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, thou 
didſt ſend thy Son 10 partake of the fame, by 


which means he was qualified to ſet an Example 
of Holineſs and Obedience, to be a Priest or- 
 dained for Men in things pertaining to God, to die 
For Sin, and by that means to deſtroy him that had 
the Power of Death, even the Devil. O for ever 
| Bleſſed be thy Name, that he was made like bis 
Brethren, whereby he was qualified to be a Mer- | 
ciful and Gracious High Priest, for in that he ſuf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to Succour them that 
are Tempted. Having an High-Prieft that was in 
aul Points tempted, like as I am, I take Boldneſs to 
come to the Throne of Grace; O let me find Mercy © 
30 Pardon, and Grace to Help in every time of Need, 


I Adore and Bleſs thee, O Lord, for thoſe 


8 ca Tidings of great Foy, which at that time hap- 
pened to all People, when in the City of David there © 
_ was Born a Saviour, even Chrift the Lord: Glory be © 
 wnto thee in the Higheſt, for evidencing ſo much 
Good Will to Men here upon Earth, 1 Adore and 
Bleſs thee for the great Honour that was done 
the Human e by 5 Son s partaking of \ 
F. 440 | 
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in Seripture Expreſſions. > 87 
Fe 95 and Blood. Lord keep me from acting un- 
worthy the Dignity of this Nature, which thou 
haſt thus Advanced. O that. Chri/? might be Forms-- 
ed in my Heart, ſince otherwiſe it will be of no- 
Avail to me that he was Formed in the Womb 
of the Virgin. As he was Partaler of the Hu- 
man Nature, ſo grant, I pray thee, that 1 
may become a Partaker of the Divine Nature: 
Let the Holy Ghoſt come upon me and overſhadow 
me, that being Born of the Spirit, I may Live to. 
> thy Honour and Glory. As the Holy Ghoſt did 
 overſhadow a PURE. Virgin, in the Birth of 
| Chriſt; ſo grant that my Heart being made 
Pure, it may become a proper Habitation for thy. 
Hoh Spirit, Seeing it has pleaſed thee, O Lord, 
to raiſe up for me an Horn of Salvation in the Houſe: 
of thy Servant David; ſeeing thou haſt thus Vi- 
ited and Redeemed me, grant that being ſaved out 
f the Hands of my Spiritual Enemies, I may Serve 
| thee in Holineſs and Fear all the Days of my Life. 
Grant it for thy Son's Sake, to whom, Se.. 


: me under Pontius Plate, Was Cracfed, | 
Dead and Buried. 


Leſſed Lord, I Adore and Maonify hy: 
: Name, for delivering up thy Son to the Death _ 
_ Fr me, a Vile Ottender : Herein, O God, 4igf. 
2 thou commend thy Love to Sinners, in that Chriſt 
Died for them, that they might be Reconciled to thee 
3 by the Death of thy Sen. Herein is Love; not 
3; that we Sinners Loved thee,. but that thou Loved®! 
us, and ſent thy Son to be the Propitiation for the, 
\ Sins of the Werld, Adored be the aſtoniſhing 


C3 . Love . 
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 conciled unto thee by the Croſs of Chrift, 
Chris? has appeared to put away Siu by the Sacrifice 


of himſelf, O let all my Sins be put away by vir- 
tue of his Atoning Sacrifice, 


and Crucifixton of Chriſt 
through thy Grace, to excite in me an Indig- 
nation | againſt Sin, and a hearty Love to thee, 
and 2% IVell-beloved Son. Since the Son of God was 
once Crucified for my Sins, O ſuffer me not to 

be Cracifying bim afreſh by living in Sin: But help 


"—_—_ 
— 


r 


18 _ Chiſet Divine, 


Love of Chriſt my Lord, who hath Loved me, 


and Waſhed me from my Sins in his own Blood, and 
by this means has made me to my God a King and 
a Priest. O the Height, and Depth, and Length, and 


 Breadth, of that Love of Chrift which palſet Knows- 


ledoe ; that great Love wherewith he has Loved me; 


and which he expreſt by becoming Obedient 10 


Death, even that of the Croſs. O may I be Re- 


Since 


May 
prove Effectual, 


me in conformity to the Death of Chriſt, zo be 


Croſs for me, and (till to be Aſcribing Glory to 


him; for worthy is the Lamb that was Slain, to 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, © 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing, for he was 5 | 
; Slain, and hath redecmed me to God by bis Blood, 
| II believe that as Chriſt was Crucifed, ſo he 
was Buried; Adored be his , 
Humblipg 


great Love for 


the Death 


himſelf fo far as to deſcend into the 
= tower Parts of the Earth, whereby he has con- 


firmed 


} 


Dying Daily ib Sin, and in conformity to his Cru- 

cifixlon, both 20 be Crucified to the World, and alſa 
to Crucify the Fiſh with its Affections and Luſts. 
Enable me ever to yield Obedience to him, 
who was Obedient to Death, even the Death of the 


\ 
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firmed his Death, has fulfilled Types and Pro- 


phecies, has evidenced his Conformableneſs to 
thoſe whom he came to Save, and has Sweetened 
the Grave for all his Followers. O let a Senſe 
of Chriſt's Deſcending into the Grave, mind 
me of my being laid there, and be a means of 
quickening me in my Preparations for the ſame, 


that whenever my Body comes to be committed 


to the Duſt, my Soul may be taken to 42 with | 


_ Chriſt in Paradiſe, Since my Lord was laid in a 


Sepulchre, let not me, O God, be affrightened | 


at the Apprehenſions of my being laid there too; 
but may it prove a Happy Reſting-Place for me, 


till the Morning of the Reſurrection, when be- 


ing awakened by /e Voice of the Arch- Angel, and 


the J. rump of God, I may go forth to meet my Lord 


in the Air, who, tho? be was Dead, is now Alive, 


and Lives for evermore. Grant this lor his Bikes 85 
to whom, c. 1 


The Third Day he ue again 3 the Dead. 
f Lead Lord, I believe that thou didſt Raiſe 


up Jeſus from the Dead, whom the Fotos Slew 


and Hanged upon a Tree, O ſtrengthen my Faith 


in this Fundamental Article. I bleſs thee that 
thou iat not leave bis Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine 


Hi One to ſee Corruption; but didſt declare him to 
be the Son of God with Power by his Reſurrefiion 

from the Dead: Herein, O Lord, didft thou ma- 

nifeſt thy great Power; for tho? Chrift was Cru- 


cified through Weakneſs, yet be Lives by the Power = 7 


= of God, IT know that my Redeemer Liveth, and I |} 
1 bleſs ther, that wa ra WW ing him ſrom tbe Dead, thou 


didft 


20 Cloſet Devotions, 


didſt both Vindicate his Honour, which a little 


before had been laid in the Duſt, and didſt alſo 


give him an entire Diſcharge from all thoſe. 
Sufferings, which for my fake he Voluntarily 
ſuſtained. I bleſs thee alſo, that as he was delf- 


vered for mine Offences, ſo he Roſe again for my 


Fuſtifcation; and that by his Reſurrection all ge- 
levers have a ſure Pledge given them of their 
own Reſurrection, for Chrift is Riſen, and become 


_ the Firſt Fruits of them that Slept, I Adore thee 


for Railing Him on the Third Day, by which 


means thou gaveſt an abundant Prat of his 
being Dead, and for deferring it no longer, leſt 


” the Faith of his Diſciples, which began t to * 


ger, ſhould have quite Failed. 


Stir me up, I pray thee, often to Think RY 5 
Meditate upon the Reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the Dead, which is a Doctrine fraught with ſo 


much Comfort. Help me often with Pleaſure 


10 remember that Feſus Chriſt of the Seed of David © f 


was raiſed up from the Dead, no more to Die, or to 


return to Corruption. Give me Grace, both 70 
confeſs with the Mouth the Lord Feſus, and alſo 1 
believe in my Heart, that thou haſt raiſed him from 
the Dead. May 15 be riſen with Chriſt, and help 
me to ſet mine Aﬀettions on things that are above. 


O God and Father of my Lord Feſus Chriſt, accord. 
ing 1 thine abundant Mercy, grant that I may be 


4 —— — 
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88 begotten again unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurreftion 4 


of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead, to an Inheritance In- 
corruptible, Undefiled, and that Fadeth not away. As 
I have by Baptiſm been planted into the Likeneſs of 


his Death ; 1 may I allo be Pane: into the Like- 


neſs 


+ 
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neſs of his Reſurrection; and like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the Dead, by the Glory of the Father; 


ſo help me zo wall in Newneſs of Life. O let me 


be quickened together with Chriſt ; and ſince Chriſt, 
tho* he Died for Sin once, yet Liveth, and Livelb 
#10 God; grant that I may reckon mſelf Dead in- 
deed unto Sin, but Alive wnio God through my Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, Becauſe Chriſt, tho? be was Dead, 


yet now Lives; let me Live alk, live a Spiritual 


Life now, and an Eternal Life hereafter ; a Life 
of Grace in this World, and a Life of Glory in 


the other World. Since Chriſt being raiſed from 


the Dead, Dieth 10 more, Death hath no more Do- 
minion over him, grant in Conformity hereto, 


that I being raiſed from the Death of Sin, may | 
Die no more; let that Death have no more Dominic | 
over me. Seeing Chriſt is riſen, and become the © 
Fiſt frat of them that Slept, let his Reſurrection 


prove a ſure Pledge of a happy and Glorious 
Reſurrection unto me. Give me Grace to be 


now waiting for thy Son from Heaven, whom thou 


didſt raiſe from the Dead; And after J have Slept -- 


in the Duſt of the Earth, O thou, «obo raiſe up 


{ht the Lord, raiſe up me alſo by thy own Power. In 
the mean while, O God of Peace, who bronghteſt 
= again from the Dead my Lord Jeſus, that great 
* Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the 
* everlaſting Covenant, make me Perfect in every good ” 
Mort, to do thy Will, working in me, that «hich is 
well Pleoſing in thy Sight, through Feſus Chriſt, to 
whom be Glory for e ever and ever, Amen. 


le 


He Aſcended uh into Heaven, and Sitter ” 
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the Right Hand of God the Father * / 4 
. mignty, 


Leſſed Lord, A believe that when Chriſt bag Wn 
ſhewed Hi imſelf Alive after bis Paſſi on by many . 


mnfallible Proofs, he left the Norld again, and went ; 


unto thee his Father, I bleſs thee, that as 4% his 


; Reſurrefion from the Dead, fo by his Aſcenſion 


into Heaven, thou didſt further declare him to be 
the Son of Cod with Power. Sceing be left the 


World in ſuch an exiraordinary Manner, and 
dent unto thee his Father, Jam aſſured that be 

came from thee when he came into the World. I 
| Adore and Magnify thy Name, for the Glo- 
rious and Triumphant Aſcenſion of the Lord 


Jefus Chriſt, that when he Aſcended on High, 


He led Captivity Captive, and received Gifts for 8 
Men; yea for the Rebellious alſo, that the Lord 
God might dtvell among them, I rejoice that he is 


gone unto thee bis Father, and is entered into that 


| Foy that was fel befire him, when be endured ihe 


Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame : Seeing for my fake 


he was willing zo be lifted up upon the Croſs, I re- 
joice at his now being /ift up to Heaven, I bleſs 
thee that I now can come boldly to the Throne of 1 


Grace, ſeeing I have a great High-Prieſt who is 


| paſſed into the Heavens, Teſus the Son of God, upon 


whoſe Advocateſhip and Interceflion I entirely 


depend for all the Favours I now enjoy and 
hope for. Alas, O Lord, when I conſider thine 


infinite Majeſty, and ſpotleſs Purity, together 


Vith mine own Meanncks and Vilenck, I ſhould | | 


« T4 


to thee there, had I not there Jeſus mine El- 


| er Brother, appearing in thy Preſence for me : But 
having this High-Prieft over the Houſe of God, 1 
_ preſume to draw near to thee, O that thou wouldſt 
help me now, and at all times, to do it with a 
true Heart in full Ajjurance of Faith, having my 
Heart ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and my Body 


waſhed as with pure Water, Give me Grace to 


Believe in him, tho' I neither have, nor can ſee 
him in this World, ſince he is gone into the Hea- 
vens, which do and will recerve him until the time of 


the Reſtitution of all things, May I be made a 


Partaker of ſome of thoſe Gifzs which Chrift re- 

ceived for Men, then when he Aſcended on high, 

May the Comforter be given to me, for the ſend- | 
ing of whom : was expeatent that Chriſt ſhould go 


away, Quicken me together with Chriſt, aud make 


me to ſit Hog: ther with all thine in Heavenly Places 
i Chriſt Jeſus. Seeing Chriſt is Aſcended into 
Heaven, help me, I intreat thee, often ro be 
Aſcending thither in Pious Thoughts, in Devout + 

Meditations, even thither where Chriſt ic gone %, 
prepare a Place fer his Followers. O grant me 
thy Grace, whereby I may be preparing myſelf 
for this Place, that ſo I may at laſt come there, 
obere be is 10 behold the Glory which thou hoſt given 

im. Seeing Chriſt is entered into Heaven as ny 

Forerunner, © quicken my Pace in the way to Hea- 


ven, and enable me to Rum after him. 
l believe that Chriſt being received up into Glo- 
79, is now ſet at the Right Hand of God, Hoſan- 


nah to this my exalted Reacemer, who, cho he 


made 


2 In Scripture Expreſſion 23 
ot dare to look up to Heaven, and direct 2 Proy- | 
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made bimſelf ſomewhat lower than the Angels, is 
now advanced Higher, for thou never didſt ſay 
to any of the Auges, Sit thou on my Right Hand. 
| I rejoice to think,” that after all the Toils and 
Sufferings winch he here underwent, he now 


enjoys an undiſturbed Reit and Tranquility in 


thy Bleſſed Preſence, where there is Fulneſs of Joy, 


and at thy Right Hand, where there are Rivers of 


Pleaſure for evermore, O give me Grace ever to 
Serve and Obey this exalted Prince : Stand by 


me in all my Conflicts with the Powers of Dark- 
neſs; Enable me to Overcome, and grant that at 

_ tafſt I may Sit down with Chriſt on bis Tl brone ; as 
Be cvercame, and is ſet down with his Father on bis | 

5 Tyrone. Grant it for his Sake, to whom, Sc. 


5 F rom 72 7Rence be ſhall come to Judge the Wick 


and the Dead. 


Leſſed Lord, I believe that thou baſt « commit. 
ted all Judgment to the Son, and that he will 
at the Laſt Day come to Judge both the rick 
and the Dead: for thou haſt appointed a Day, in 
pe which thou wilt Fudge th: World, by that Man 
whom thou haſt Ordained, whereof thou haſt given 
Aſſurance to all Men, in that thou haſt Raiſed him 
from the Dead. I bleſs thee that thou haſt given 
him Authority to execute Judgment, becauſe be is the 
Son of Man. I Adore thee, for inveſting the 
Human Nature of my Bleſſed Saviour, with 
the high Office and Dignity of Judge of the 
World; herein Rewarding his Sufferings, and 
declaring the Equity of thy Judicial Proceed- 
ings. I have reaſon to Thank thee, that I H 


not 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 2g 
201 a Judpe, that cannot be touched with a Feeling of 
my Infirmities, but one who was in all points Tempt- 
ed like as I am, tho without Sin. O God, ſince 
thou haſt appointed one to be my Judge, and 
one who, when he comes to Judge the Earth, 
will Fudge the World with Righteouſneſs, and the 
People wwith Truth, make me ſeriouſly mindful of 
the future Judgment, and ſtir me up to prepare 
for it. Since the Day is coming when all things 
ſhall be Diſſolved, make me now ſuch a manner of 
Perſon as I ought to be, and as I ſhall then wiſh | 
I had been. Let a Senſe of the future Aweful 
Account quicken me, to be now often calling 
_ myſelf to Account, yea, O Lord, do thou Search 
* me and Try me, and fee what Wicked Way there is 
in me, and lead me into the Way Everlaſting. Give 
me Grace to avoid all ſecret Sins, ſince thou 
wilt Fudge the Secrets of Men by Feſus Chriſt, and 
wilt bring every Work into Judgment, with every 
ſecret Thing, whether it be Good, or whether it be 
Exil. Enable me allo to ſhun all Lle and Wicked 
*® MWords, ſeeing I am told by the Judge himſelf, |} 
that every I. 'le Ward which Men ſhall Reak, they ſhall |} 
| give account thereof in the Day of Judgment. Help 6 
me to abandon all Evil Works, ſince in that 
Day 17 will be rendered io every Mah according is 
Bis Works. Suffer me no longer to walk in the | 
1 Ways of my Heart, and in the Sight of mine Eyes, 
from a ſerious Conſideration, that for theſe 
things thou wilt bring me into Fudgment, Lord 
keep me from working Iniquity, that ſo I may 
not in that great and terrible Day, hear thee 
ſaying, 85 From = Make me circumſpect 
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in my whole Behaviour, ſeeing I am 10 give an 
Account of all the Actions done in the Body. God 
grant that I may behave myſelf after ſuch a 
Manner in this World, as that I may have bo/d- 
eſs in the Day of Fudement, when many will hide 
themſelves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of the 
Mountains, and ſay unto the Mountains and Rocks 
Fall on us, and hide us from the Face of him that fit- 
teth upon the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb. O may I have an Intereſt in the Judge's. 
_ Favour: Let me be Engrafted into him, and abide 
in him, that when be Appears, I may have confidence 
at his coming: Suffer me not to act after the 
manner of thoſe Fool-hardy Creatures, who are 
_ continually by their Sins provoking him to be 
their Enemy, who *ere long is to be their Judge. 
Seeing every hidden thing will be brought to Light, 
in that Day convince me what a fooliſh thing 
Hypocriſy is, and give me Grace to be fincere 
in all my Actions, approving myſelf to be an 
Iraelite indeed, in whom there is no Guile, Since 
thou wilt Judge every Man according to his Works, 
give me Grace 10 paſs the time of my Sojourning | 
Here in thy Fear, Deliver me, I pray thee, from 
| Fudging others, ſince every one muſt give an account 
of himſelf to God, Stir me up to abound in all 
acts of Mercy and Charity, and alſo with great 
 Faithfulneſs and Diligence to emprove my Ta- 
_ tents, that fo I may give up my Account hereafter 
with Foy, and not with Grief. Help me often by 
an Eye of Faith to be looking towards the great 
Day, and grant, I beſeech thee, that when he 
ü ng e ful peer, I may then receive a 
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; 


Crown of Glory; when the Sheep come to be ſeparated 


from the Goats, let me be placed amongſt the Sheep 


at his Right Hand, when many will be placed at his 
Left Hand, to whom it will be ſaid, Depart from 
me ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire: I dread, © — 
Lord, this Sentence above all things; I cannot 
bear the Thoughts of Departing from thee, the | 
Fountain of Life, and Spring of all true Felicity; 
much leſs of departing from thee with a Curſe into 


everlaſting Fire. O let my whole Spirit, Soul and Body, 


be preſerved Blameleſs, even unto the coming of Chriſt. 


Hear and Anſwer for his ſake, to whom, E Ce 


believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 


Holy and Glorious Majeſty, I believe in |} 
A JF the Holy Gheg, whom thou didſt fend 3 
down in his Extraordinary and Miraculous In- | 
fluence upon the Apoſtles, and many Primitive 
Chriſtians, and whom thou haſt promiſed to 
give with reſpect to his Ordinary, Special, and | 
Saving Influences, to all that Ae in Truth and 
Sincerity, Bleſſed be God for the Signs and 


Wonders, and divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy 


Gboft, with which thou didſt bear Witneſs to the 


great Salvation; and bleſſed be thy Name for the 


Promiſe, that as Earthly Parents know how to give 
good Gifts to their Children, fo our Heavenly Fa- 
ther will give the Holy Spirit to them that aſt bim. 

1 Pr ay thee, O Lord, ; make me a Partaker of © 


this Heavenly Gift, which I am encouraged to : 


aſk at thy Hands, ſeeing thou haſt Promiſed it 
to all that are afar off, even to as many as the Lord 
our God fhall call: O Grant that I may not be 
- EE > left 


p 
/ 
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left deſtitute hereof, ſeeing I am informed from 
thy Holy Word, that if any Man have not the 


Spirit of Chriſt, he 7s none of his. Breathe upon me . 
therefore, and ſay, receive the Holy Ghoſt. Grant 


that I may be Born again of the Holy Ghoſt, ſince 


otherwiſe I cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
O merciful Father, fave me by the Waſhing of 
1 Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 2 
Let me be Waſhed and Sanctiſied by the Spirit of 
God, as well as 7uſtified in the Name of Feſus. Let 
me be led by the Spirit, and may I have an Unc- 
tion from this Holy One, whereby I may know all 
things Neceſſary, in order to my Eternal Happi- 
neſs. Pour down upon me a Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication. ] know not what to Pray for as I ought, 
O let the Spirit itſelf make Interceſſion for me with 
ft Groanings that cannot be uttered, May his bleſſed 
Influences Inſpire all my Devotions, and help 
| mine Infirmities in the Duty of Prayer, Send the | 
Spirit of thy Son into my Heart, crying Abba, Fa- 
ther: and let me have /by Spirit to bear Witneſs 
: with my Spirit, that I am of the Numbegpf thy 


Children. I defire, O Holy Father, that the 


Fruit of the Spirit which is in all Goodneſs, Righ- 


teouſneſs, and Truth, which includes Love, Foy, 


Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, may appear viſibly in my Life and 
. Converſation, Let my Soul be Purified in Obey- 
in: the Truth, through the Spirit, unto Charity and 
unfeigned Love of the Brethren, and let the Love of 
God be ſhed Abroad: in my Heart, through the Holy 


Ghost, I humbly beſeech thee. May I be Sealed 


with the Hol Giri Y Raced and let it be in 
me 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 29 
me the Earnef of a future Glorious Inheritance, 
till the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion. Give 
me the Spirit, that 1 may know that Christ dwells 
in me, and 1 in him, O ſend that Comforter to 
1 Abide with me, that I may be full of Joy and Comfort 
through the Power of the Holy Glogi, May the 
* COpirit of Feſus and of Glory Ve upon me, and keep 
me from Grieving this Divine Gueſt, and Duench- 
ing any of his Heavenly Motions. Whilſt ſome _ 
are Sowing to the Ileſh, from which they will reap 
Corruption, enable me by thy Grace to be Sowing 
to the Spirit, that ſo of the Spirit I may reap Life 
Everlaſting, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, Sc. 


; The T0 Catholict Church, the Communion 1 
EE = 


Leſſed Lord, I believe thou haſt a Chaney 
in zhe Warld, built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Christ himſelf being the 
Chief Corner Stone, in whom all the Building, filly 
framed together, proweth unto an Holy Temple in the 
Lord. I Bleſs thee, O Lord, that thou art 
pleaſed to gather to thyſelf a Church in this. 
| Sinful World, that it pleaſes thee to call any of 
the Sons of Fallen Aam to Faith and Holineſs, 
in hopes of Eterna] Life. Adored be thy 


Name, that the Goſpel, which cc as made known 10 + 


[ all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, was M. ghty 8 


. through God io the pulling dbren of Strong Heide, 


inſomuch that multitudes turned from Idols to Serve 
thee the Living and Tru God. O Bleſſed God, 
who didſt at firſt give foine Apoſtles, and ſome 7 Vi . 
Pbets, and ne Evange its, and doſt Kill continue 
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30 Cloſet Devotions, 
to give ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 1 beſeech thee, 
of hy Heavenly Grace, Sanctify all theſe Gifts 


given unto Men, tor the Perfefing of the Saints, 


For the Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of 
the Body of Cbriſt. Let there be daily thoſe added 


zo the Church, that ſhall be Saved; ke it ſtill be 
ſaid of Tien: that this and that Man was Born in 
ber, and may ſuch as are Planted in the Houſe of 
_ the Lord flill Flouriſh and bring forth Fruit, Ac- 
compliſh, I humbly beſeech thee, thoſe Pro- 
phecies and Promiſes Recorded in thy Holy 
Word relating to thy Church. May it pleaſe 
thee Graciouſly to Enlarge it; ſince 1% this End 
Cbriſt both Died and Roſe and Revived, that be 
might be Lord both of the Dead and the Living, O 
let the Kingdoms of this World become the Kingdoms 
f thy Christ. Let all Kings bow down before him, 
and all Nations Serve him, and unto him let the ga- 
Ibering of the People be. May it pleaſe thee, 
graciouſly to remember thy Church; O grave 
| Zion upon the Palms of thy Hands, and let ber Walls 
be continually before thee, that ſhe may never have 
reaſon to complain, and ſay, the Lord hath for- 
alen me, and my Lord hath forgotten me, May it 
| pleaſe thee, to caſt a favourable Eye upon it; 
O hork upon Zion, the City of our Solemnity, and let 
thine Eyes ſee Jeruſalem a quiet Habitation, May 
it pleaſe thee, graciouſly to Preſerve and De- 
fend thy Church; Let no Enchantment prevail a- 
gainſt Jacob, nor any Divination againſt iſrael: O 
: 4 not the Soul of thy Turtle Dove unto the Mul- 
_ zitude of the Wicked; Let there be no hurting nor 
ri in all thy Hol Mountain, bal be theu a 
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in Scripture Rape, 5 1 


Wall of Fire round about it, and e Glory in ibe 
midſt of it. May it pleaſe thee, graciouſly, O 


Lord, to Support and Comfort thy Church; O 


| comfort thy Zion, yea, comfort all ber waſle Places. 


Be pleaſed, O Lord, to afford thy Preſence to | 
and with her; Be thou in the midſt of her, then ſhe 
ball not be moved. Evidence, I beſeech thee, 


thy Love to her; Let it appear to all the World, 


that the Lord Ioveth the Gates of Zion more than all 


the Dwellings of Jacob. Let the Church be filled 
with thy Glory; O let the Glory of the Lord fill 


this Houſe of the living God, and then glorious 
Things will be ſpoken of ber. Let thy Church ne- 
ver want faithful Guides and Paſtors ; O give her 


Paſtors according to thine own Heart, who may 


feed the Church, which thy Well-beloved Son pu- 
chaſed with his own Blood. Let thy Church be 
upheld by thee throughout all Generations: May it be | 
ſo firmly built upon the Rock of Ages, as that the | 
_ Gates of Hell may never prevail qgainſt her. Let 


the Church, which Chriſt loved and gave himſelf fon, 


be more and more and tied and cleanſed, that 


hereby it may be made meet to be preſented to 


_ himſelf a glorious Church, Holy, and without Blemiſh, -- 
Hear and anſwer, for thy Son's ſake, who is the 


Head of his Body, the Church, to whom, Sc. 


Another upon the fame Article. 


Leſſed Lord, thou 5a choſen Zion, and de- 
' fired it for thy Habitation z this is thy Ref for : 


6 ever, here wilt thou dwell, for thou ha# deſired it. 
1 believe thou haſt a CATHOLICK Church | 


in the World, a Church of Univerſal Extent, 
„ GG 


32 1 Cl 72 Bin, 


and including Perſons of all Sexes, all Ages, all 
Conditions. In Judah formerly wa$? thou known, 
and thy Name was great in Iſrael; in Salem was 
thy Tabernacle, and thy dwelling Place in Mount Si- 
on: Thou ſheweds? thy Word unto Jacob, thy Sta- 
tubes and Fudgments unto Iſrael, thou did& not deal 
fo with any other Nations; but now thou haſt 
taken down the Encloſure that ſeparated Jews 
and Gentiles, and haſt ordered the everlaſting 
Goſpel 2 be preached to all Nations: The Hour is 
not come, herein all that Worſhip thee in Spirit and 
Truth, ſhall be accepted, wherever they may 
be. Formerly thou hadſt a Reſpect to be Seed 
f Abraham thy Servant, but now it has pleaſed 
thee to evidence an equal Reſpect to Perſons of 
different Nations; now I know there is neither 2 
Greek nor Jew, Circumcifion nor Uncircumcifion, | 
Barbarian, Scythian, Bond nor Free, I Bleſs | 
thee, that all Diſtinction of Nations is now done 
away by the Goſpel, and I humbly beleech |: 
thee, grant that I may be a true Living Member 
of this Myſtical Body that is thus widely extend- | 
ed. May I be a Sheep belonging to that one | 
D Fold and one Shepherd, who graciouſly laid down: 
bis Life for his Sheep. Grant, that whereas I have 
been a Stranger and a Foreigner, I may hence- | 
forth be a Fellow-Citizen with the Saints, and of | 
the Houſhold of Faith : Let me be à living Stone in 
this ſpiritual Building, wherein Chris Feſus is the 
chief Corner Stone. Whereas the Church is the 
Spouſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let me be eſpouſed 
to this bleſſed Bridegroom, that ſo when the Mar- 
riage 5 the Lamb is fone; and his Wife hath mace & 


herſelf 


in Scripture Expreſſins. 33 


| berſelf ready, 1 may be of the happy Number of 
them, who being called to the Marriage Supper 


Honour unto him. _ 

of I believe this Church of thine is a HOLY 
Society, a Holy Temple, for Chriſt gave himſelf 
for it, that be might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it with the 
= "waſhing of Water by the Word; O let me be thus 
ſanctiſted and cleanſed, that ſo when this Church is 
F preſented hereafter a glorious Church, not having 
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Spot, or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, I may then be 

Hlohy and without Blemiſh: Lord, make me Holy in 
all manner of Converſation in this World. May I 
have a pure Heart and clean Hands, that ſol may 
hereafter aſcend to the Hill of the Lord: Holineſs 
7 becometh thine Houſe, O Lord, for ever, even thy 
'Y _ Church which is thine Houſe ; I deſire to be of 
their Number, who are called the Holy People, the 
redeemed of the Lord. O let me be poſſeſt of that 
Parity of Heart, which is neceſſary to qualify me 
for the Beatifick Viſion, even the Sight and En- 


the Communion of Saints, and that if we wall in 
| rhe Light, we have Fellowſhip one with another, 
even with all that in every Place call on the Name of 
' | Teſus Chrift our Lord; both theirs and ours: O let 
me have Fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, 
„ and with all Saints, even all thoſe who are my Bre- 
thren and Companions in Trivulation, aud in the 
Kingdom and Patience of Feſus Chriſt ; and may I 
be entitled to a more intimate one in the World 
to come. Enable me, by thy Grace, to act a 
goOd Part whilſt lama Member of the Church 
| | Militani, 


of the Lamb, will be glad, aad e and give 1 


joyment of God another Day. I Bleſs thee for 5 
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34 3 Ch 2 Devotions, 


Militant, and may I hereafter be admitted a 
glorious Member of the Church Triumphant ;, 


May I, O Lord, come at length to Mount Sion, 
the City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable Company of Angels, to the Ge- 
neral Ajembly and Church of the Firſt Born, which 
are written in Heaven, and to God the Fudge of all, 


and to the Spirits of juft Men made Perfect, and to 


Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant; grant 
this for Jeſus the Mediator's ſake, to whom * 
with thee Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be Ho- 
nour and Glory, and everlaſting Praiſe. Anen. 


Me Forgiveneſs of Sins. 


Lord, the Lord God Merciful and Gracious, 


who 
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5 Bieta Lord, thou haſt proclaimed thy/oif the 


Long-ſi Hering, aud abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 3 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin: Who is a 
_ God like unto thee, pardoning Iniquity, and paſſing by 


the Tranſerefſions of thy People. T Adore and 
Praiſe thy Name, inaſmuch as thou haſt not 


only declared thy Readineſs to forgive all manner f 
Sin and Blaſphemy, but has ſet before me in thy 
Holy Word, many Examples of thy pardoning |: 
very great Sinners, whereby I am encouraged | 
to ſeek unto thee for Pardon, tho? I have been : 
a Sinner before the Lord exceedingly,” even un- 
to thee, who makeſt Sins of a ſcarlet Dye white | 
as Snow, and ſuch as are red like Crimſon to be as | 
Moo: When J read how thy pardoning Mercy | 
was extended to Mary Magdalen, who had ſeven 
_ Devils, to the Apoſile Paul, who was a Blaſphemer 
and Perſecuter, and to many of the Corinthians, 


in Scripture Expreſſions. "8 
who were Drunkards, Whoremongers and Idolaters, 
| I am encouraged to hop? in thy Mercy, tho? I 
am one of the thief of Sinners: I know, O Lord, 
that thy Arm is not ſhortened that it cannot Save, | 
and am very ſenſible that the Blood of Feſus 
Cyvriſt my Lord which cleanſeth from all Sin, and 
” which Jeanka theſe polluted Wretches, has 
not loſt any of its Virtue, and therefore I am 
© encouraged to hope, that I may be juſtified i in the. 
 Þ Name of Feſus, and waſhed by the Spirit of God, as 
well as theſe, 
When I conſider, O Lord, how Fergiuencſ 
is through Christ preach*d to fallen Men, when it 
Was not preach'd to fallen Angels; and how 
|? many of the vileſt of the ſinful Poſterity of A. 
dam are made Partakers of it, when the Angels ED 
2 that ſinned, are reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs to 
= the Fudoment of the great Day, I ſee abundant _ 
KReaſon to have my Soul lifted up in thy Praiſes; 
Oh that I may be intereſted in this bleſſed Pri- 
2 vilege, and fo freed from that everlaſting Son- 
4 demnation which my Sins have juſtly merited. 
Lord, Jet my Sins all of them be covered, impute not 
| Tniquity to me; Purge away all my Tranſereſſions, 5 
and cast all my Sins into the Depths of the Sea; 1 
own I deſerve not fo great a Mercy, but be 


Name ſake; do it for his fake alſo, who was 


| Iniquities, and whom theu bat ſet forth to be a Pro- 

ptiation through Faith in bis Blood, to declare thy 

Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins. I dread 

alling into the Hand; of thine avenging Juſtice z _ 
5 and 


mer 
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ho 


pleaſed to dot out my Tranſgreſſions for thine own 
J wounded for ny Tranſoreſſions, and bruiſed for mine 1 
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36 Chet Devorions, 


and ſeeing I muſt do this, if I am not received 
into the Arms of thy pardoning Mercy, O re-- 
ceive me hereinto: O let the Debt of Puniſh- 
ment, which by my Sins I have contracted, be 
graciouſly remitted, ſince otherwiſe I muſt be 
caſt into the Priſon of Hell, from whence there 


is no Redemption, Tho' my Sins are many and 


great, yet they are not too many, too great, 


either for thine Infinite Mercy to forgive, or 
for the Blood of thy Son to expiate. 
unto thee, O Lord, from whom I have grievouſſy 


revolted, O do thou have Mercy upon me; and unto 
thee, my God, O do thou abundanily Pardon me, who 
ſtand in need hereof by reaſon of mine abun. 
dant Tranſgreſſions. 
that hereby I may be qualified for receiving the 

 Remiſſion of my Sins. Give me Repentance towards 


Give me Faith in Chriſt, 


God, that by this Means I may alſo be qualified 


for. having my Sins blotted out when the Times of 
Refreſhing "ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. 


Give me, I pray thee, a Senſe of thy pardoning 


. Mercy : Comfort me, Comfort me, O Lord, by ſay- 
ing unto me, thine Iniquities are forgiven: 10 ſatisfy | 
me with thy Laving-kinineſs, and ſay unto me, be of | 
good Cheer, thy Sins are forgiven; do it for his F 

ſake who gave himſeif for me, that he might TCdeens | 
de en all Inig dig, 10 whom, &. 1 


The Reſurrection of the Body. 


Lord my God, with thee all Thins ard 
ff ble; thou art the Almighty God, and 
— 4 7s too hard for thee 10 Effect. As thy Pow- 


er is Beats ſo is thy Coodneſt, which amongſt 


3 I "2". oe 
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I return. 
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other Things, appears in the Promiſes of a hap- 
py Reſurrettion to all them bat die in the Lord. 
I beleech thee, O Lord, ſtrengthen my Faith 
in this exceeding great and precious Promiſe, and 
whatever it may to others, grant that unto me 
it may never ſeem a Thing incredible that God ſhould 
'* raiſe the Dead. Let me be entitled to the Privi- 
lege of a Happy and Glorious Reſurrection: 


O grant that I may now be raifed from the | 
Death of Sin; that being intereſted in this fir | 


pings the ſecond Death may have no Power 
over me. Stir me up to do Good, that ſo when the 


the Reſurrection with thy Likeneſs: When the 


Bs that it may be faſhioned like unto his Glorious Body, 


e z the Hoey WHICH a now ſown in Diſbo- 
E 


am Ser ipture Expreſſion O. 37 


Hour is come, cuherein all who are in the Grave, 
all hear the Voice of the Son of God and come forth, 
| ö I may then come forth to the Reſurrection of Life. 
|? Give me Grace now to be wailing for the Adop- 
tion, to wit, the Redemption of the Body, and let 
me be ſatisfied when I awake in the Morning of 


Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, 
with the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of 
God, may I be of the happy Number of zhoſe 

dead in Christ, who ſhall riſe fr. Give me Grace 
now, O Lord, to be looking for the Saviour, the 
Lord Feſus Chris, who ſhall change my vile Body 


according to the Working whereby he is able to ſubdue 
Fa ei Things to himſelf; and let me now be ſealed y 
= the Holy Spirit of God unto the Day of Redemption. 
O Gracious Father, who raiſedf up the Lord, 
raiſe me up alſo by thine own Power, and let the Bo. 
dy which is now ſown in Corruption, be raiſed in In. 


our, 


. ; n * PER 4 b ts ary — 12 — 
: . » "'F: > 4 , . 2 5 : * 
2 5 K 8 1 - 4 22. — * : " N r 2 — 5 2 
. 2 202005 ATA AER — — * — ; 8 8 2 1 1 
. K eZ — Fug — 1 A Mb * 

. — e x —_ . . . — 

2 £ is „ . * 
* 2 of In oe im, —_— 


48 Cloſet Devotions, 


nour, be raiſed in Glory; the Body which 75 noto 


ſeum in Weatneſs, let it be raiſed in Power ;, the 


Body which is now ſown a Natural Body, let it le 


raiſed a Spiritual Body : Give me Grace, in purſu- 


ance of ſo glorious a Hope, not 70 ſuffer Sin to 
reign in my Mortal Body, nor to yield its Members 
as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs unto din. Enable 


me, by thy Grace, to preſerve and keep it pure, 
and undefiled, as the Temple of the Holy Ghe#, 

that ſo after this Temple has been deſtroyed by Death, 
it may be raiſed up again after a glorious Man- 


ner, and made to fhine like the Sun in the Firma- 


ment. When the Time comes, O Bleſſed Lord, 


that they that flcep in the Dust of the Earth foal be 


Judge ed, grant that I may Awake and Sing; » and 


when Christ who is my Life ſball appeur, O let me 
appear with him in Glory, Hear and anſwer, for 


the ſake of him who is e Reſurretlion and the 
Life, and who has promiſed all his Followers, 


that beceuſe be lives, they ſpall live alſo; to whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


Honour and Glory, and eee Praiſe 


Amen. 
5: The Liſe Everlaſting, T 
As it reſpects the future Miſery. 


ing, and Lung wing of Teeth ; where tne Worm Ges "1 
an 


Leſſed Lord, I believe there is an Ev: „laing 1 
1 Ute after this ſhort Life is ended, wherein 
== the Wicked ſhall be puniſhed, and the Rigb- 
11.100 teous rewarded ; O ſtrengthen my Faith herein. 
It is owing to thy 7 great Mercy, O Lord, that 1 
Jam not chere, co here there is weeping and tt 
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duale, even to think of that Miſery which is pre- 


the ſake of him, «who came to deliver me from the 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 39 

and where the Fire is not quenched, T have abun- 
dant Reafon, as long as I live, to Bleſs and Pratte 
thee, that I am not already caſt into ie Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone, where J ſhould be everlaſt- 
ingly Tormented, and have no Ref} Day ner Night; 
when I conſider how I have by my Sins provo- 
ked thee to ſend me into al, his Miſery ; I muſt 
ſay, 17 is of thy Merces, O Lord, that I am not 
conſumed, even becanſe thy Compaſſions fail not. 1 
Bleſs thee, O Lord, with my whole Soul, that 
thou haſt kept! my Feet hitherto from falling inio 
the bottomleſs Pit, even the Pit of Hell; O for 


Wrath to come, be pleaſed ſill to keep me: Str 
me up to flee from the Wrath to come, and 
enable me, I beſeech thee, to eſcape the Damna- 
tion of Hell; that Damnation which Eye hath not 


ſeen, nor Ear heard of, ſo as that it ſhould enter 


into any Mais Heart to have an adequate Concep- 
tion of, but which God hath prepared for them that 
hate him. Lord, whatever thou doſt, grant that 
my Lot may not be with the Devil and his An- 
gels; with the Fearful, and Unbelieving, and the A. 


 bominable, and Murtherers, ond Whoremongers, and 
 Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and Lyars, who have their 


Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
Stone, and the Smoke of wwhoſe Torment aſcendeth up 
Day and Night. Lord! Who knows the Power of 
thine Anger, or who is able to abide the Fierceneſs 
thereof? for my part I do not, I cannot: It 
makes my very Fleſh to tremble, and wy Bones to 


pared for Sinners in another World; how unable 
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am 1 then to endure it? I cannot dwell with 


that I never may. 


40 22 Devotions, 

vouring Fire, with everlaſting Burnings; The good 
Lord, of his great Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, grant 

I know, O Lord, thou haſt 
in thy Word threatened Sinners with everlaſting 
Torments, a Puniſhment very ſhocking to my 
Thoughts; but when J conſider how thou haft 


threatened this, with a Deſign that Sinners by _ 
this Means might be ſtirred 1 up to avoid it, for _ 


thou haft no Delight in the Death and Miſery of 


thy Creatures, I cannot but earneſtly implore 
thy Grace, whereby I may be kept from that 
O ſuffer | 
me not 10 forget thee, O Lord, lest Juſtice and 
Fudoment take hold of me, and there be none to deli- 
ver. Preſerve me, by thy Grace, from all thoſe 


Sins, for the ſake whereof the Wrath of God comes 
u9cn the Children of 


broad Way that leads to all this Miſery. 


Diſobedience, Deliver me 
irom doing thoſe Things that are worthy of Death, 


that I may not by this Means be zreoſuring up 10 


47 j 


myſelf Wrath again the Day of Wrath, Help me 3 


40 cut off a right Lond, rather than hereafter to be FX 


cat into Hell Fire; yea, rather than run the 
riſque of ſuch inconceiveable Miſery, may I be 
content to ſuffer the Loſs of all Things in this 
World, and to undergo the fiery Trial, as know- 
. this to be abundantly eaſier. 


Grant theſe 
Things 3 | 


_ fil} to bear in mind, that the Pleaſures of Sin are 5 
but for a Seaſon, ad that they are not fit to be 
1 compared with thoſe laſting Pangs and Sorrows, * 
| thoſe unmix'd, durable, and everlaſting Tor- 
ments which will ſucceed in their room. Make 
me willing, O Lord, 10 pluck out a right Eye, and 


RA; Scripture Expreſſins. "41" Bf 
Things for thy Son's ſake, in whom thou haſt 
N declared thyſelf well pleaſed, to whom, Sc. 
Bverlaſting Life, 


As it t reſpects Eternal Happineſs. 


Leſſed Lord, [ believe that as the Wicked | 
= ſhall hereafter go away into everlaſting Puniſe- 
c - ment, fo the Rigbtecus ſhall go into Life Eternal. 
5 


B 


11 Bleſs thee that Life and Immortality, which were 
Tut darkly diſcovered before, are now brought 10 
Tigbt by the Goſpel, and that 1 it pleaſes thee here- 


p in to invite ſuch as I am, 7o lay hold on Eternal 
- Life: Eternal Thanks be unto thee, that inſtead 
0 Jof appointing me unto Wrath, as thou very juſtly 
»; might'ſt, thou art pleaſed to call ſuch a ſinful 
: 2 x Wretch as I am to Glory and Honour; ] beſeech 


5. thee, O Lord, ſtir me up to obey this Call, and 
% be pleaſed to give me a Meelneſs for Eternal 

ms 2 1 May I belong to that /:ttle Floch, 
| © to whom it 1s thy good Pleaſure 70 give an Headeniy 
"I . Let me be begotten again unto a lively Z 
Hope f an Iuberitance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
AY by fageth not away, that fo I may in this World 
«| © be rejoicing in Hope of the Glory that is to be reveal- 

an a | 7 ed at the Revelation of Jeſus Christ. Happy are 


they are perfect in Holineſs, freed from all 
Temptation to Sin, and put even out of a poſſi- 
bility of ever tranſgreſſing thy Holy Laws; 


this | 

Ls where there is no more Death, neither Sorrow, nen, 
heſe | $ Hing, nor any more Pain; 5 where there 1 18 Light | 
ings | without any Darkneſs, Joy without any Sorrow, 


. 3 Plealure, 


3 they, O God, who dwell in thy Houſe above, where 


| 42 cher Devotions, 


Pleaſure without : any Pain; a perfect Calm with- | 
cout the leaſt Storm; where they behold thy Bleſſed 7 
Face, enjoy thy blisful Preſence, and in thy Light | 
fee a- Glorious Light : O create in me Deſires and 
Longings after this Fulneſs of Foy, an holy Thirſt 
after "tnole Rivers of tranſporting Pleaſures, which 
are ai thy 1isht Hand for evermore. Prepare me, 
by thy Grace, for a Place in thoſe Glorious 
Manſfos, which Feſus is gone to prepare for his 
Followers, ht where he is 1 may be, there to be- 
Hola iy Gl:ry «hich thou hagt given him. Make 
me a fiacere Lover of thy bleſſed Self, ſince it 
| hath no: entered inio the Hearts of Men to conceive, 
what great and glorious ” Things thou Hast pre- 
pared for thom thai Late thee. Stir me up to fol- 
SS afier Riohtecnſneſs, ſince I am informed out 
of thy Word, that the Righteous ſhall Nn forth _ 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of the Father. Make _ 
me ure in Hari, that fo 1 may come to ſee bee 
m Ged. Lord, help me 70 «cork Good, that o 1 
may be entit led to Glory, Iicnour, and Peace ano- 
ther Day. Erable me with Sincerity and Per- 
ſeverance to do thy holy Will, that ſo I may abide _ 
fer ever; abide for ever there, where I ſhall DUun- 
1 ger no more, nor Thirſt any mere; obere the Sun 
Fall not 205 upon me any more with its ſcorching _ 
= Heat, but «here the Lamb, which is in the midſt of © 
tbe Throne, ſhall feed me, and lead me unto living 
 Feuntains of Water. Strengthen 1 me, I beſeech 
_ thee, to 4% thy Commandments, and give me 4. 1 
ro Right to the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradiſe 7 
of Ged, even the holy City, the new Jeruſalem, 
where there is no Night, nor any need either | 1 
5 i. 4 


in Seripture Expreſſions. = 
+ 4 Ile Lig ht of the Candle, or of the Sun, but where 
1 thou, 0 Lord, giveſt a glorious Light. No- Wu 
I fee through a Glaſs darkly, O when ſhall I come 
| to ſee thee Face to Face: I now know but in part, 
t O when ſhall I know even as 1 am known: I now 
þ dwell in a Yale of Tears, O when ſhall I arrive 
) there, where all Tears ſhall be wit?d away from 
js mine Eyes: I now too often, through the 
is Strength of in-dwelling Corruption, and the 
e- laqperfection of my Graces, find thy Service 
e irkſome and difficult; O when ſhall I be ad- 


it mitted into thy Temple above, there to ſerve thee _ 
e, _ with a conſtant overflowing Joy through ever- 

'e- laſting Ages: I now too often feel melancholy 2M 
l. Eclipſes of thy Love, O when ſhall I come to {| 
ut be for ever with thee there, where I ſhall be al- 
th ways irradiated with Light and Joy; grant that. 
ke l may in thy due Time for 0p Son's lake, to : 

bee whom, Sc. 

1 

bo ” Prayer for the Gries of Faith. 

er- FE Racious and Merciful Lord God, it is 15 8 
hide \ JF Commandment that I believe the Goſpel, and 


. tba I believe on the Name of thy Son Feſus Cbriſt; 
Sus burt it is my Sin and Folly that I am /o flow - 
ing Heart to believe, I bewail it, O God, that a 


1 evil Heart of unbelief, bas ſo much, and ſo often cau- 
wing * ſed me to depart from ihee the living Goa: There is 
ech at the beſt a great deal lacking in my Faith; it 
1e a is very apt 10 fail, and I am prone 4% flagger | 
adiſe through Undelief, notwithſtanding all the Evi- 
lem, "3 dence it has pleaſed thee to afford me whereup- 


of on to ground my Faith; I deſerve to be c 
"| demned 8 


1 ch ſet Devotions, 


demmed already becauſe of my Unbelief, and to 
be ſent into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, into 


 wobich all Unbelievers are caſt ; but I beſeech thee, |} þ 


O Lord, to have Mercy upon me; O may it 
pleaſe thee to cure me of my Unbelief, and 
ſince Faith is thy Gift, and of thy Operation, be 
pleaſed to give it to me, to work it in me: 
Give me both 7o believe in bee, and alſo in thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, Thou haſt in great Love to Man- 
kind given thy Son to die, that whoſoever belicveth- 
on him might not Periſo, but have everlaſting Life; 
O enable me to believe in him, that / I may not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. Thou haſt order- 
ed the Goſpel to be written, that Men might believe 
that Feſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, and that 
| believing they might have Life through his Name; 
grant, I beſeech thee, that I may Believe that Je- 
fas 75 the Chriſt the Son of God, that ſo I may have 
Life through his Name. O give me to believe in 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt with à Faith tþat will le 
counted unto me for Righteo: jeſs, and may the 
Life, which I now live in the Fleſh, be a Life of 
Faith in the Son 5 God, who loved me, and gave 


bimſelf for me. Let Chriſt dwell in my Heart 
through Faith, and may 1 be wiſe unto Salvation 


thy ciigh Faith which is in Chrift Feſus. Enable 


me /o to receive Chriſt, and to believe on his Name, 
that! may receive he Remiſlion of Sins, and have 


- Power given me to. become ent of the Sons of God. 


Give me that Faith which will evidence me to 


be born of God, and wherety being juſtified, I may 
have Peace with ee throus 5 ny Lord Feſus Chriſt. : 
| May I have that Faith, without which I can nei- 


ther 


N mrs; _= = N - 1 be nap *. 8 4 4 : . ; g 7 
** ” 4 * 7 ; Ct; 5 4 2 * 8 8 & . . r an! - oa, 3, G * þ \ # Fg a 1 
* = . . . 4 * 7 wet N * £ : . 4 . J 1 1 . 4 4 ” - N : : 8 : 82 1 
bo , 1 : 4 * 1 > * , . . 8 1 0 oa Be 5 2 5 
x "a 7 ah on q 4 Wn * 2 2.0% 22 A . + 3 y 2 . "* * «+ 3 48 . on $ — vote Ws . . 1 r * * . 4 Lo * — 
9 . 5 A - 3 1 n £ 5s 9 1 . laioy > — a har Wes . 8 5 a "of * 1 : Ni 1 d * % 5 2 *. : "_ Fo on o - 
ax * « " * . 4 4 gb i * 2 * ? > C35 8 . . : 2 R 1 
F D 8 L we : 8 A . . Os es Ln "0 £4 8 . : . 
y "a 4 * PR”, 2 FL . eo 2 8 gg * = % * 7 *. r 2 © >. - s 4 * . . -. 
— 8 z x" Pe. "ads; * 3 2 : L 8 r . 
I . . A TIES s 


in Scripture Expreſſions, — OY 
ther p! leaſe thee, nor profit by thy Mord, which is of a 


precious Nature, and which will render Chriſt 
precious to me which works Ly Love, and without 


which nothing will avail me. Enable me to fight 
the good Fight of Faith, and may I be kept ly the 
Power of God through ibis Divine Grace unto Sal. 


ation. May I through the Power of thy Grace 
be endowed with ſuch a Faith as will purify ny 


Heart, as will enable me to beat back the fiery 


Darts of Satan, and overcome the World; ſuch a 


Faith as will prevent my ching the ſecond Death, 
as will keep me from fainting in a Day of Atver- 


, and be a Means of producing in me Foy un- 
ſpeaxabie and full of Glory, Give me 7hat Faith, 
1 pray thee, which is the Subſtance of Things not 
' ſeen, and the Evidence of Things hoped for. Let me 
be frong in Faith, whereby 1 may give Glory to | 
thee the Lord my God. Implant in my Soul that 
Belief of the Truth, through which it is that thou | 
chuſeſt Perſons to Salvation. Grant that ] may 
be a Fellower of them, who through Faith and Pa-. 
tience inherit the Promiſes ; and may ] believe to the 
ſaving of my Soul, holding Faith and a good Con-. 
ſcience, till I come to that bleſſed World where | 
Faith will be turned into Viſion. Fulfil unto | 
me, O Lord, theſe Deſires, for the fake of thy 
: you Fe Chriſt Oy Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


— 


r 


Te Perfedtion of il th Divine Nature, Ne- F 


dibated upon, and Prayed over. 


) Lefſed Lord, I Adore thee as a Spirit 8 
nite, Eternal, Unchangeable i in thy Being, 
W 


| — 48 CUuhſet Devotions, 
Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs 
T5 and Truth. Thou who art my Father in Heaven 
art perfect, and haſt all Perfections in that de- 
1  gree, that it is impoſſible for any by Searching o 
Fi out God, to find out thee the Almighty unto Per- 
fection. Thine, O Lord, is the Grtatneſs and the 
Power, and the Glory, and the Vi iftory, and the Ma- 
_jefly ; Thou art very great, theu art cloathed with 
Honour and Majefly. Who can meke known the 
Glorious Majeſty of thy Kingdom, and the Greatneſs 
of thine Excellency! O Lord, thy Name is excellent, 
yea, it is exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, And 
as thou haſt all Perfections in thy Nature, fo 
the Work of thee, O Lord, is perfet?, and all thy . 7 


F. 
| 
i 
' 
| 


thy Precepts concerning all Things are right. I be- 
wail it that I have caf fis perſels Law of thine 
behind my Back, and that I have hated to be re- 
formed; and that I do fo very little reſemble, 
nay, that I am fo very unlike thee in thy mo- 
ral Perfections, wherein thou haſt ſer thyſelf be- 
fore me as a Pattern to imitate, requiring me |» 
10 be perfect, as thou my Father in Heaven art per-. 


and holy, but I am a filthy Creature, a polluted _ 

bk. Worm, that have drunk up Iniquity like Ty: 5 A 
thou art Merciful, but I am backward 1 2 
Mercy; thou art a God of Truth and Faitbfalu 1 


there is litile or no Faith; thou art Tut and Righ- 1 


righteouſneſs can be, but I am unjuſt and unrigh- Þ 
teous, lor 1 have not given unto thee the Ca that Þ 
88 13 


Ways are Fudgment ; z thy Law is perfef?, and all 9 


felt: Thou art good, but J am evil, thou art pur 


but I have evidenced myſelf to be one in whom 


ſeous, ſo Juſt, fo Righteous, that in thee us {7n- 


bs 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 47 
7; due unto th Y Name; inſtead thereof, I have 

"2? robbed thee of that Service and Obedience which |} 
I owe thee, O God, I humbly beſeech thee, | 
de Merciful to ms, for the ſake of him who is the | 
Brightneſs of thy Glery, and the expreſs Image of 

thy Perſon ; for his ſake grant that I may be re- 
© newed aftcr thine Image, who hast created me. Ena- 
ble me to put on the new Man, which after God is 


bh 

> _ created in Righteouſn and true Holineſs : Let me 
be made by thy Grace @ Partaker of the Divine 
's 

; 8 2 give me Grace to be a Follower of thee 
2 ? 1 8 
3 4 gear Child; fiir me up to a vigorous and 
oO 8 e Imitation of thee in thy moral and imi- 

by table Perfections: O make me perfect, as thou my 


„ » Father in Heaven art perfect, holy as thou art Holy, 

> Grant, that by now being made a Partaber of thy 
% Holineſs, J may be qualified for partaking 7 
Jn zhe 1 nberitance with the Saints in Tight; Let me 
be thus le thee in this World, that by this 
means I may be fitted and diſpoſed for ſeeing 
85. © thee as thou art in the next World. Hear and 

= 1 anſwer for thy Son's ſake, to whom be Honour 1 


per- and enn and Everlaſting Praiſe. Amen, 

% =. The Unity of God. 
= z Leſſed Lord, Thou art God, bo 16 one g 

h -w 6 _  befides thee; before thee there was no God © 


_ for ' Fi 227 neil ber ſoall there be any aft thee : All the © 
b >» Gods of the People are Idols, which by Nature are 
5 Gods; they cannot do Evil, , liber is it in them | 
f . 5 do g bod, for I know that an Lidl is nothing in the _ 
norld, and that a graven Image is profitable for no. 
1 54. "a and that here iS none other Cod tut One, 
1 | even 


. 222 Devotions, 


1 geen thy bleſſed Self. I Adore thee, at this 
140 Time, as the one only living and true God; O give 
1 me Grace always to do ſo. 7% there be that are 
called Gods, whether in Heaven or in Earth, yet * 
grant that I may acknowledge but ou, God, even thee 12 
the Fatber, of whom are all Things : Whereas ohr 
Lords beſides thee have had Dominion ever me, yet © 
Henceforih, I pray thee, let me make mention of thy © 
Name only. Since there is no other God but thee 
alone, give me Grace to worſhip and ſerve thee only. | 
| Keep me, O God, from Idolatry of all kinds, | 
prevent me from ever bowing down 10 Idols or 
graden Images; ſuffer me not to be guilty of 
Spiritual Idolatry ; grant that I may not belong 
to the number of them whoſe God is their Belts : 
and who mind earthly Things : Enable me, by thy 
Grace, to mortiſy all Covetouſneſs, which is Idelatry, 
Since there is none beſides thee, O may I ever leck _ 
for a Happineſs in thee alone: Whem have I in 
Heaven but thee, and there is none upon Earth that 
I aefire beſides, or in compariſon of ee. Since 
thou art God alone, ſuffer not any Thing to be a 
Partner or Rival with thee in my Aﬀections ; 9 
give me Grace zo love thee the Lord my God, 
with all my Heart, and with all my Soul, and with 
all my Mind. Since thou art the one God that 
made me end others, deliver me from dealing 
Treacheroufly againſt my Neighbour; and let the 
Unity of thy Nature be ever a prevailing Ar- 
gument, influencing me to keep the Unity of the if 
_ Opirit in the Bud of Peace. Heor and anſwer, 
for the ſake of the one Lord lus Curiſt, to J 
homs We, 4 j 
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The Spirituality of God. 


nor can ſee, Since thou art a Glorious Spirit, 


ſuffer me not to entertain any groſs, debaſing 
Conceptions of thee; grant that I may neither 
think thee altogether fuch a one as myſelf, or ever 


repreſent thee by the Likeneſs of any Thing that is 


in Heaven above, or the Earth beneath. Since thou 
art a Spirit, give me Grace to Worſhip thee in 
* SOpirit and in Truth, to ſerve thee with the Spirit of | 
my Mind; ſuffer me not to put thee off witha | 
Bodihy, but enable me to yield thee a reaſonable 
Service. Convince me that he Kingdom of God | 
dies not confi in Meats and Drinks, in a Carnal | 
CTeremonious Worſhip, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghost; and enable me to 2 
loro after theſe J. N Let the Conſideration of 
thy being a Spirit, influence me to a due Re- 


gard for my Soul, which in this reſpect is made 


; after thine Image; O ſuffer me not to deſpiſe and 
ale that Part of myſelf, wherein I reſemble. 
the, and which by conſequence is my beſt 
Part. Stir me up to a due Care about that Spi- 
vit within me, which quickly will return 10 thee, 
x even then when this Body of mine ſhall return to 
be Duf from whence it came. Cleanſe thou me, 
Y O Lord, from all Fillhineſs of Spirit, and let n 
Hear: be wad | from all Wickedneſs : May my Soul 
be adorned with all the Graces of thy Holy 
Bro that as it reſembles thee with reſpect to 


5 


in Scripture Expreſſ ons. : „ 


Leſſed Lord, I Adore thee as a Glorious 7 

ö Spirit that Laft neither Fleſh nor Bones; thou 

85 art an Inviſible Being, whom no Man bath ſeen, 
P 
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50 che De votions, 


the Spirituality of its Nature, ſo i it may likewfſe 
_ reſemble thee as to thy moral Perfections. 


Since thou art 4 Spirit, thou haſt it in thy Pow- 

er to beſtow upon me and others Spiritual Fa- 

vours; Lord Bleſs me, I beſeech thee, with Spiri- 
tual Bleſſings in heavenly Places in Christ Feſus. 


Give me Wiſdom, which is beiter than Gold; Let 


mee have a good Underſtanding in the fear of the 
Tord; May my Heart be eſtabliſhed with thy Hea- 
wenly Grace; root more and more out of me 4 


| Carnal Mind, which is Enmity againfi God, and 


grant that I may be Spiritually minded, which to be 
ts Life and Peace. O let every Day ſome Cubit 
Be added to my Spiritual Stature in Chriſt Feſus. 
Grant theſe Things, I beſeech thee, for Nis lake 
; ho is e to whom, Sc. 


1 he Eternity of Cod. 


> Leſſed Lord, before the Mountains ere 
brought forth, or ever thou hadft formed the 
Karth, and the Moerld, even from Everlaſting io 
Everlaſting thou art Cod; thou art without Begin- 
ning, and thou remainest for ever. Thy Goings 
forth have been from Ever lafting, and thy Years are | 
7315 throughout all Generations. O let the Conſidera- : 
tion of thy Eternity, effectually engage me to 
repent of my Sins, leſt I ſhould come to be the _ | 
Object of Eternal Wrath; for ſince thou lhve® f 
for ever, I know, O Lord, thou canſt Puniſh | 
for ever: Thou Lord endured for ever, whereas 
' the Heavens and the Earth theſe ſhall periſh, yea, 
| they ſhall war old like a Garment, and as a Veſture 
Py thou # cage them, and io ſhall be _—_ 1 
ET "en... 


OM; Scripture Expreſſ bk. 
then let mine Afedions be removed from theſe 
periſhing Things, and fixed upon thee who art ; 
0 an Eternal Object, the ſame throughout Eterna! 
Ages. Since thou art from Everlaſting to Ever-\ | 
i. laſting the ſame God, enable me 70 trust in thee 
at all Times; may the Eternal God be my Refuge, MN 
and underneath me let thine Everlaſting Arms be 
placed. Grant, I beſeech thee, that I may ceaſe 
from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Neſtrils ; deliver 
mee from putting my trust in Princes, whoſe Breath 
_ goveth forth, who return to the Earth „ and in thot 4 
very Day their Thoughts periſi; and enable me 10d f 
. rus in thee the Everlaſting God, whoſe Goodneſs en- | 
|  dureth for ever, and in whom is Everlaſting Strength. 
1 Since thou art he living God, and fledfaF? for ever, 
| lßbe Immortal and Everlaſting King, thou art able 
Y to make happy for ever, by confering Eternal | 
Life; enable me therefore to ſerve thee Faith- | 
fully in hopes hereof, and grant, I humbly be- 
Peck thee, that whenever the earthly Houſe of my 
Tabernacle ſhall be diſſokved, I may have a Building 
ef God, an Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal in | 
the Heavens, where I may for ever ſee and enjoy | 
thee, who art the King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, | 
A. the only Wiſe God. Grant! it for thy Son 8 5 fake, 0 
do whom, . —— 


The Immenſity of Ged. 


Ble Lo: Thou lest all in all; the Heaven 
/ Heavens cine contain thee : Whither ſhall 1 
go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall T flee from thy | 
Preſence ? If I aſcend up into Heaven thou art there, | 
1 4 I make my Bed in Hell thou art there, if I toke | 
F 2 | WL . 


52 che Devotions, 


be Mi Ing of the Morning, and See? 1 in the utter 1 
Part of the Sea, even there ſhall thy Hand lead me, 
and thy Right-Hand ſhall hold me. Seeing then, 
O Lord, I am always in thy Preſence, and can- 
not any where get out of it, let a lively Senſe 
| hereof ſtrike an Awe upon me, and deter me 
from Sin. Give me Grace, wherever I am, to 
1 thee before mine Eyes, to ſtand in Awe of thy 


Glorious Majeſty, and not to dare to do what 


may be offenſive to the Eyes of thy Glory. Since : 
thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts, do thou, by thy 
Grace, give a check to thoſe Thoughts of Fooliſh- 


neſs which are Sin; keep me from deviſing Miſ- 


chief in my Heart, which is naked and open before 
*thee ;, or in my Bed. chamber, where thou art preſent _ 
with me: Seeing it is impoſſible for me to hide 
myſelf in any ſecret Place where thou doſt not ſee, let 
nie never be fo fooliſh as to Sin, from the fond 
Hopes of hiding myſelf from thee ; let every 


Place in this reſpect appear dreadful to me, ſince 


Cod is in the Place, ſince the Darkneſs hideth not _. 
from thee, but the Night fhineth as the Day, ans 
| the Darkneſs and Lett are both alike to thhe, © 4 
5 15 me Grace to abandon all Morks of Darkneſs. 


am always in the Preſence of thee who art my 


Judge, and at whoſe Bar I muſt ſhortly ſtand, 


O ſuffer me not then to be ſo impudent as to 


break thy Laws before thy Face. Let a Senſe, 

O God, of thy continual Preſence with me, in- 

ſpire me with Strength and Courage, with Zeal | 

and Fidelity in thy Service : Let a Senſe hereof 

' alſo ſtrengthen my Confidence in thee in a 
Tin ime of Trouble, and at ſuch a Time be thou 


found 


a * ; 
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found a preſent Help to me: Thou art God Lob of 


the Hills, and alſo of the Valleys ;, thou art a God ot 
Hand, and thou art a God afar off; and ſeeing 


thou art fo, enable me at all Times and in all : 
Places to make thee my Refuge and my Strength. 
O do it, I intreat thee, for on fon Son's lake, to 


whom, Sc. 


The Knowledge of God. 


Lord, I Adore thee as a God of Know- 
ledee, thou art perfect in Knowledge, and 


Lnorvest all Things; thy Knowledge is ſelf- derived 
and void of any miſtake, for thou art the Father © 
of Lights, in-whom is no Darkneſs at all, yea, thine 


Underſtanding is Infinite : Known unto thee, O God, 


are all thy Works from the beginning of the World, || 
neither is there any Creature that is not manifet ini 
thy fight, but all Things are naked and open to thine 
Eyes with whom I have to do, O that a Senſe of | 
thy all comprehenſive Knowledge might fill my _ 
Soul with a high Reverence for thy Majeſty, 5 
” and an humble Senſe of mine own Ignorance. ' 


I Adore thee as a: God that knoweſt all the Ate 
tions of the Children of Men; thine Eyes are upon 


the Ways of Man, and thou ſeeſt all his Goings; yea 


thou pondereſt all a Man's Goings, and wweigheſt tbem 


in a Ballance: Enable me, I beſeech thee, to 
take heed to my Ways, ſeeing by thee all Actions are: 


: weighed : Stir me up to keep thy Precepts and thy. K 
' Teſumomies, ſince all my Ways are before bee. 


I Adore thee as a God that knoweft the Hearts 


of the Children of Men; Thou Lord ſearcheſt al 
5 n, and underſtandet all the Imaginations of the. 


F. 3 — boughts. 


4 the perfect Man, I Adore thee finally as 


54 _ Chiſet Devotions, 
Thoughts. Hell and Deſtruction are befert thee, bott 


much more the Hearts of the Children of Men; and 


ſeeing they are ſo, convince me by thy Grace, : 


of the great Folly. of Hypocriſy, of the Folly of 


honouring thee with my Lips, ben my Heart is far 
from thee, O let not me be of the Number of 


. thoſe who paint themſelves beautiful without, when 


mnwaraly they are full of Rottenneſs and Uncleameſs. 
Since my Heart is known to thee, help me to 
cleanſe it from all Wickedneſs, to keep it with all 


| Diligence, and whatever I do in Rellgion, to do it 
heartily as unto the Lord. Since thou ſearche all 


Flearts, and underſiandeſt all the Tmaginations of the 


Thoughts, do thou give me Grace 10 know thee 
the God of my Father, and to ſerve thee with a per- 
feet Heart, and with a willing Mind; enable me, 
at all times, 70 Worſhip thee in Spirit and in T ruth, 
no as pleaſing Men, but thee my God, who ſearcheſt 3 
 zhe Hearts and tricſt the Reins, even to give every 
Man according to his Ways, Seeing thou alone, 
O God, kneweſt the Heart, grant that I may ne- 
ver fo far invade thy Prerogative, and ſtep into 
thy Throne, as to take upon me 7o Judge ano- 
Aber Man's Heart: I muſt own it to thy Praiſe, 
that it is matter of Comfort to me, that the I 
| Hearts of the Wicked are ſeen by thee; Thou | 
 #noweſt the Thoughts of Men that they are Venity, 
and thou canſt 400 ly bring their Counſel to nought, | 
yea, thou canſt make their Devices of none Effet, | 
Lord, hide me from the ſecret Counſel of the Wicked, |} 
frm tbe InſurreBion of the Workers of Iniquity, 


obo prepare themſebves, that they may ſhoot in 12 5 


9 
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God, chat fore-knoweſt whatever Events are to 
come to paſs; enable me, I pray thee, there- ; 
fore to caſt all my Cares upon thee, and to commit | 
_ myſelf unto thee in Well doing. Grant theſe Things — 
for thy Son's fake, to whom, Sc. - 


The Wiſdom of God. 


| Pine God, Thou art wiſe in Heart, thy th 


Thoughts are very deep thou art mighty in 
Wiſdom, wonderful in C ounſel, excellent in Working : 
Thou didft poſſeſs Wiſdom in the beginning of thy 


May, before thy Works of old, while as yet thuu | 
 hadft not made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the || 


higheſt Part of the Duſt of the World. Bleſſed be 


thy Name, O God, for ever, for Wiſdom and |} 


Might are thine, yea, thou art be only N iſe Cod; 1 


thou on art Originally and Independently ſo, = 
for tho? thou giveſt Wiſdom to the Wiſe, yet nene 


bas been thy Crmfelter, neither has any Fir given 
unto thee: Thou only art Eminently and Tranſ- 


cendently fo; the greateſt Wiſdom of the Cre- 
ture 1s nothing in Oppoſition to thine, for thou 4} 
 takef# the Wife in their own Craftineſs, and ibere 
1s no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt 


| bee: The greateſt Wiſdom is nothing in com- fl 


pariſon of thine, thou knowe# the Thoughts of the 18 


Wiſe that. they are Vain, yea, the Glorious Angels 


thou chargeſt with Folly. Seeing then thou art | 
be only Wiſe God, to whom but to thee, © Lord, {| 


| frould I go for Wiſdom, and hereto I am en- | l 
couraged from thy Holy Word, which lays, if 


am Man lack Wiſdom, let him oft it of God, who | i 


xt — 4 and . nat : '1 mult own that 


Sy | 
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I lack iam, and thank thee for this encoura- 


ging Word; O let me be poſſeſt of this Gif? 


which comes down from above, Give unto me the 


Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of 
thy Self. Make me Wiſe to that which is good. 


Implant in me that Fear of the Lord which is | 


Mfadom, and grant that I may depart from Evil 


 wohich is Underſtanding. A Pros Underſtanding have 
all they that do thy Commandments, O give me to 


evidence myſelf poſſeſt of this good Underſtanding 


by doing thy Commandments. Seeing thou art the 
only Wiſe God, may I never be fo vain as to Glory 
in any 7 of my own, for if I have any, I 

have nothing but what ] have received from thee, 


the Fountain of Wiſdom, the Place of Underſtanding; 


and I ſhall prove myſelf to be a great Fool, if 
I did not own the Fooliſhneſs of thee my God to be 
d oiſer than Man, Seeing thou art the only Wiſe 
God, God grant that I may acknowledge thee in 
all my Ways, commit my Way unto thee, and never 


lean to my own Underſtanding : Let me not be like 


_ thoſe who triſt to the Strength and Wiſdom of Men, 
but look not to the Holy One of Iſrael, nor ſeet ib 
thee the Lord, tho” thou alſo art Wiſe. Seeing thou- 
art ſo Tranſcendently Wiſe, may I never belo | 


Fooliſh, either as to preſcribe to thy Providence 


Ai any caſe, or in any caſe to cenſure the Pro- 
ceedings thereof. Help me with reſpect to ſuch 
Providences which are dark and myſterious, to 
_cry out in the Language of the Apoſtle, O the | 
depth of the Riches, \ uh of the Wiſdom and Now . 
edge of God; how unſearchable are thy Fudgments, | 
and thy Ways 500 Inding out ! O Lord. J beſeech }. 
„ | 5 thee, = 
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|/ thee, keep me from murmuring againſt thee, 


or deſponding under any Events of Providence, 
ſince thou art infinitely Wiſe, and knoweſt how 
to bring the greateſt Good out of the greateſt E- 
il. Seeing thou art the Fatber of Tiebts, en- 
lighten and ſo direct me in doubtful Caſes, as 
| that I may herein ſee my Way clear before me: 
When I am in doubt as to the ſteering of my 
Courle, O guide me in the Way that J ſhould chuſe, 
Seeing thou art Infinitely Wile, convince me 
| how great Folly it muſt be to diſobey any Com- 
mands of thine, which muſt needs have the 
Signatures of Wiſdom upon them, as proceed- 
ing from thee. Grant theſe Things, for the 
fake of him «who is the Wiſdom and Power of God 
to the Salvation of ſuch as believe. Now to the only 


Wiſe Cod, le Honour and — for ever r and ever. 
Amen. 


Ti ve 7 2 of God appearing in the Creation 
. / the World. 


Lord, how mani ſold are 15 1 ranks. 7 in „ Wi it : 
dom haſt thou made them all: Tue Eternal 
BY Wiſdom, as well as the Eternal Power Gi thee my 
Cod, is underſtood by the Things which are made. T 

| Adore thy Wiſdom in thy Works as Unſcarcha- | 
de and paſt finding out: Tho a wiſe Man ſee to 

| find out thy Work from the Beginning 10 the End, he 
Pall not be able 19 do it. O Lord, thou haſt eſtabli pd 

FF rhe World by thy Wiſdom, and ſtretched forth the 
Heavens by thine Underſtanding : The Heavens declare 
thy Glory, and the Firmament ſhews forth thine haudy = 
Merle; Day unto Day uttereth & peech, and Night 
unto 


$$ © = Cie? Devotions, 


unto Night fheweth Knowledge. 1 Adore thy Wiſ- 
dom, particularly in the Creation of Man, who | 
is the chief of the Mays of God, and upon Earth has 


no bis like, I am fearfully and 7 wonderfully ma 4 by. ö 


thee, marvellous are thy Works, and that my Soul 
 knoweth right well, 1 Adore thy Wiſdom, ap- 
pearing in the Uſefulneſs and convenient Con- 
trivance of every Part of Man's Body, and alſo 
particularly in that Part wherein he excels the 
| Beaſts that periſh. I Adore thy Wiſdom, alſo, in 
that excellent Proviſion which thou haſt made in 
this lower World for his Uſe and Delight. V 
can declare thy Works, O Lord, who can ſhew ferth — 
by Praiſe? Who haſt made all T bings ſo eg in 
| Number, Weight, and Meaſure. Thy Works ore 
great, O help me to ſeek *em out, and to have Plea- 
ſure therein, Grant that J may ftill be enquiring 
| after thee my Maker, who giveſt Songs in the Night, 
who teacheft me more than the Beaſts of the Earth, 
and makeſt me wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven. Let a 
thy Wiſdom manifeſted in the Creation, en- 
gage me to truſt 1 in thee for all needful Supplies 5 
in this World. Fl : 
Buffer me not to diſquiet 1 by taking 


anxious Thought for Life, what T ſhall eat, or what _ 
I fhall Drink, or wherewithal I ſhall be Cloathed, _ 


fence the Life is more than Meat, and the Body than 


Raiment, Grant this for * Son” 8 Os o 


whom, &c. 


Leſſed God, as the Heavens declare thy Glory, : 
ſo much more does the Redemption of ſfin- 
| ful 


1 * - 
* 
. 
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ful Man. Hwo manifeld is thy Wiſdom, O God, 
according to the Eternal Purpoſe which thou alt 


puurpoſed in Chrift Feſus my Lord. I Adore thee 


for that Redemption which I and others have in 
Dim, according to the Riches of thy Grace, wherein 
theu hat abounded towards us Sinners in all Wiſdom 
and Prudence: Herein thou haſt diſcovered Yi 
dem, well worthy the Knowledge of thoſe Prin- 
cipalities and Powers that are in Heavenly Places: 1 
can never adore thee enough for the Fitneſs, 
the Expediency, the Excellency of thoſe Means 
uſed for Man's Recovery. I Bleſs thee for the 
Mord's being made Fleſh; by which mean he was 
| qualified both to be a Prophet to teach Igno- 


| rant, and a Prieſt to Atone for guilty Creatures. 


I Bleſs thee for the exemplary Holineſs of his 
; Life, and the Miracles he wrought in Confirm- 
ation of his Doctrine, both excellently ſubſervi- 
ent to promote Holineſs among Men. I A- 
dore thee for ſending thine own Son in the Likeneſs 
of /i ful Fleſb, by which mean thou didit condemn 
Sin in the Fleſh, and for delivering bim up unto 

Death, by which mean thou didſt deftroy bim 
I. bad the Power of Death, even the Devil who 
fought his Death. Thou didſt permit him to 


carry on his Deſign, and ſo didſt ſuare him in 5 


the Works of bis own Hands; adored be thine In- 
fiaite Wiſdom. I Adore thee for declaring Chriſt 
to be the Son of God with Power, by raiſmg him 
| from the Dead, and for ſeating him at thine own 


| Right-Hand, where he ever lives intercedin; for 


Tyanſgreſſors, and by which means both I and 
others have a ſure Fledge given us of Everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing Happineſs | Since the Goſpel has revealed | 
LY thy wiſe Diſpenſation for the Salvation of Sin- 
ners, grant, I beſeech thee, that I may have 

more Wiſdom than to rejet? the Counſel of God .. 
gainſt myſelf. Suffer me not to fruſtrate thy kind 


End, for the carrying on whereof thou haſt 


uſed ſuch excellent Means. Since tbe Son of God 5 


was manifeſted to taxe away Sin, O grant that 1 
may not live in it. Since he died, the Fug for | 
the Unjuſt, to bring me to God; O that by his Death | 
I might be brought home to thee my God, and | 
no more wander from thee in the intricate : 


Ways of Sin and Error as I have done. Let 
not the Croſs of Chrif, wherein the hidden Wiſdom | 
e God ſhines forth, appear Fooliſtneſ to me, as it 
does 10 them that Periſh; neither do thou ſuffer | 
me 29 tread under Foot the Son of God, and count | 
the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant an unholy | 
Thing, Let not, I humbly beſcech thee, 80 
Cod of this Warld ſo blind mine Eyes, as to hinder | 


the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Feſus Christ from 


ſhining unto me, O let him not, for his ſake, 


who 1s both the Power of God, and the TING 7 | i 


God, to whom, &c. 


De Holineſs f God. 


OLY, Huh, Hol art thou, O Lord of Hoſts, | 
Thou art Glorious in Holineſs ;, The me# Holy, | 


7 Bou putte no trust in thy Saints, and the Heavens 
are not clean in thy Sight, Thou art remov'd at | 
an infinite Diſtance from all Sin; far be it from | 
 _ thee, O God, that thou ſpouldeſt do Wickedneſs, or 
| commit Lug: Thou canſt not be tempted of 


Evil, 
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Evil, neither tempteſt thou any Man. Thou art 


Pure, and every Mord of thine is ſo ; Holy and Re- 
verend alſo is thy Name e Thou art Holy in all thy 


Ways, and in all thy Warks ; Thy Law is Holy, and 


thy Commandments are Holy, Fuſt and Good, I A- 


dore and Worſhip thee, O thou Holy One of I.. 
: - rael, Whenever [ reflect upon the ſpotleſs Pu- 
- rity of thy Nature, I ſee Reaſon, great Reaſon, 
for Self-abaſement, becauſe I am a ſinful pol- | 
luted Worm; by which mean I am unhke, 


yea contrary to thee in that which is the Beaut) 


| and Glory of all thy Perfections. God be 
|  Merciful unto me, and let a Senſe of thy Ho- 
lineſs both engage me to loath myſelf for my 


great Sinfulneſs, and alſo ſtir me up to fallow 


\ after Holineſs for the Time to core. As thou 

\ who hast called me art Holy, ſo grant that I may 
be Holy in all manner of Converſation; ſeeing thin 
| art Holy, thou canſt make me ſo; put on me 

| therefore, I beſeech thee, the new Man, which after 
| God is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; 
SGanctißy me in Body, Soul, and Spirit, and let me be 
Preſerved blameleſs 10 thy Heavenly Kingdom. See- 
ing thou art not a God that hath pleaſure in Wick- 
| edneſs, neither ſhall Evil dwell with thee, deliver me, 
| [I beſeech thee, from zaking Pleaſure in Wicked. 8 
neſs, and let not Evil dwell in my Heart; ſince ; 
| thou hateſt all tbe Workers of Iniquity, give me 
| Grace to hate all the Works of Iniquity. Let 
| a Senſe of thy Holineſs effectually engage we, 
ever to waſh mine Hands in Innocency when I com- 
paſs thine Altar, Let a Senſe hereof engage me 


to honour thoſe that are Partakers of thy Holineſs, 
£7 | as 


ern — 
ä 
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as being more excellent Perſons than their Neigh- 
Hours, how mean ſoever they may be in the 

Eyes of the World. Let a Senſe hereof keep 
me from charging any of my Sins upon thee, 
and ſaying when 1 am tempted to Sin, I am tempted \ 

ef God, Let a Senſe hereof likewiſe reſtrain me g 
from working Wickednels, leſt thou ſhouldſt 
ſay unto me another Day, depart from me, I know \_ 
you not. Grant this, I beſeech thee, for the ſake E 
of thy Holy Child Feſus, who was a Lamb without \_ 
"Spot and Blemiſh to whom with thee, and the | 
Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory, and ever- Þ 
lafting Praiſe, Amen. 


The Fuſti ce of G od. 


1 God of Iſrael, thou art Righteous, | 
Of Rigbteouſueſs, [0] Lord,  belongeth unto thee. 
"There is no Iniquity with thee, nor accepting of Per- 
En, nor taking of Gifts : It is impoſlible for thee 
either to pervert Juſtice or Judgment; For the 
Wark of a Man wilt thou render unto him, and 
canſe every Man to Jima according to his Ways. Thy 
Judginent, O Lord, is a Righteous Judgment, ſince 
thoſe only wilt thou condemn hereafter, who 
commit thoſe Things as render them worthy of Death, | 
and thou wilt diſtribute Judgment in ſuch E- 4 
quity, as that in the Day of Judgment it will le 
more tolerable for ſome Sinners than for others. | © 
Thou art a Being of impartial Juſtice, who 
_ without reſpect of Perſons wilt Judge every Man ac- | © 
cording to his Wark, and ſeeing thou wilt, enable | 
me, 6 beſeech thee, to paſs the Time of my So- 
JO Here in ad Fear; do it chat ſo I ney have 


C . 


in Scripture Expreſ on. . 03 


Confidence in that Day, when the Kings of the Earth, 
and the great Men, and the rich Men, and the chief 
Captains, and the mighty Men, and every Bond- 
man, and every Freeman, ſhall hide themſelves in the 
Dens, and in the Rocks of the Mountains, Seeing, 


1 thou art a Juſt and Righteous God, let this en- 


gage me to ſtand in Are of thee, and prevent 
my abuſe of thy milder Attributes of Goodneſs 
and Mercy. Let a Senſe of thy Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs, keep me from condemning thee, 
with reſpect to any of thy Proceedings in the 
Government of the World. Let a Senſe of this 
thy Perfection, ſuppreſs all complaint and mur- 
muring, however it may pleaſe thee to deal 
with me; whatever Afflictions and Sufferings 1 
meet wich, I have abundant Reaſon to ſay, the 
art Fuſt in "al that is brought upon me, for thou haſt 
done right, but I have done *ickedly, Stir me up 
alſo, O God, to the Imitation of this thy Per- 


fection; make me ſo Juſt and Righteous, as not 


O 
to rob thee of that Honour and Service which 7:5 


thy due, and help me 10 fellow after Righteouſneſs 
_ with all Men, even to do Fuſtice and Fudgment, 

which is more acceptable to thee, O Lord, than Sa-. 
_ crifices, And finally, by thy Heavenly Grace, 


help me zo labour abundantly in thy Service, ſeeing 


_ thou art not unrigbteous to forget any labour of Love. 


Grant this, | pray thee, for thy Son's * to 2 


: whom, Se. 


The Truth and Paitbfulnſ of Ged. 2 
Lord God, Thou art God, and thy Werds 5 


0 Muhs 


be true: ' Thou art abundant in Goodneſs and 2 
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Truth, all thy Paths, O Lord, are Mercy and 7 ruth, 
Juli and T, rue are thy Mays, thou King of Saints : 


Thy Truth endureth to all Generations, yea, thou keep- 
eſt it for ever; thou art the Strength of Iſrael, and 


wilt not He; nay, it is impoſſible for thee io he: what- 


ever thou haſt ſaid 7hou wilt do, whatever thou 
| haſt ſpoken thou wilt make good, Thou art the 
faithful God, which keepefi Covenant and Truth. 
Seeing thou art a God of Truth, grant that I may 
firmly believe all the Declarations contained in 
thy Holy Word, which is he Word of Truth, 

yea, which is =" May I not, by refuſing to 
believe thee, make thee ho God of Truth, a Liar; 
but enable me, by receiving tby Teſtimony contain- || 


ed in thy Holy Word, 10 ſet to my Seal that thou 


art True. Since thou art the God of Truth, grant 
that I may not bleſs myſelf, ſaying, T ſhall pave 5 cace, 
o' I walk in the Imaginations of my Heart, be- 
cuuſe thou haſt in thy Word ſworn, that ſuch ſhall 
not enter into thy Ref, Since thou art a God of 
Truth and Faithfulneſs, enable me firmly to be- 
lieve all the Promiſes contained in thy Word, 
and 10 take beed les, a Promiſe being left of entering 


into thy Reff, 1 Sound come ſhort of it, Help me to 


hold faſt the Profe eon of my Faith without wavering, ®v 
ſeeing thou art Faithful who haſt promiſed. Let a 
SBenſe of thy Faithfulneſs evermore influence me 
to place an unſhaken Truſt in thee ; Into thine 
Hands I commit my Spirit, O Lord Ged of Truth. 
SEive me ſuch a firm Hope in thee, and in all 
thy Promiſes, as may prevent my Soul from 
being too much ca down and diſquieted within 
me. Enable me, agreeably to thy Promiſes, to 


be 


* 
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be waiting for the bleſſed Hope of Eternal Life. 


Stir me up to an Imitation of thee, in thy Truth 
and Faithfulneſs ; grant that putting away Lying, I 


may ſpeak the Truth to my Neighbour, and in all my 
Dealings with Men, may I be found faithful. 
Make me alſo true and faithful in all my Tranſ- 

actions with thee ; may I ever be mindful of the 
Covenant of my God, for thy Sen's ſake, who is 5 the 


Amen, the true and faithful Witneſs. 


The Goodneſs of Ged. 


Lord, thou ar! Good, and do'#? Good, yea, 
thou art abundant in Goodneſs and Truth 


Thy Goodneſs is very diffuſive, and of an unli- 
mited Extent, thou art good 10 all, and thy tender 


Mercies are over all thy Works o good, as that 


thou cauſeſt thy Sun 10 riſe, and thy Rain to fall : | 
upon the Juſt and upon the Unjuſt; thou art kind 


zo the Thanzful and the Evil: Thy Goodneſs does 


conftantly flow, for it endures continually, It is 
\: unparallePd, for there is none good as thou art; 
it is preventing, for thou preventef all Creatures 
; with the Bleſmgs of it; it is inexpreſſible, O bow = 
| great is thy Gooaneſs ; it is rich and overflowing, 
for the Earth is full of thy Goodneſs, O Lord: 
Thou giveft 10 all Liberally and upbraideſt not, 
thou daily loadeſt me and others with thy Benefits:. 
I am not able 70 reckon up the particular Ir- 
ſtances of thy Goodneſs; ſhould I go about to 
Number thoſe which have been ſhewn me, I 
| ſhould find 'em more in Number than the Hairs of 


my Head. O let a Senſe of thy great Goodneſs 


1 all my Heart with 4% Love of thee, the Lord my. 
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66 Cloſet Deb 
Cod: O let! it make me afraid to offend thee. | 
Grant that I may fear thee and thy Goodneſs, and 


ſuffer me not, by deſpiſing the Riches of it, to trea- 


ſure up to myſelf Wrath againft the Day of Wrath. 
Let thy Goodneſs ſtir me up to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance, and may I not be fo Fooliſh 
as to requite thee ſo ill as I have dene. O let a 
Senſe of thy Goodneſs melt me into Tears of. 
' godly Sorrow for my manifold Sins; thou haſt 
been good to me, who have been evil and un- 
thenkful; and tho* I have been an Enemy to 
| thee, yet when I have hungered thou haſt Fed 
me; when I have birſted thou haſt given me Drink, 
thus heaping as it were Coals of Fire en my Head, 
on purpole to melt me into Repentance, and to 
overcome my Exil «ith Good; O that thy match- 
leſs Goodneſs towards me might be attended 
with this happy effect. Let a Senſe of this Glo- 
rious Attribute, influence me to walk worthy of | 
thee unto all Well-pleafing, being fruitful in every 
good Work, O that the Conſideration of the 
great Things «hich thou haſt done for me, might 
influence me to fear thee the Lord, and to ſerve 


thee in Truth «ith all my Heart. Thou haſt evi- 


ddenced thy Goodneſs not a little in thoſe Laws | 


which thou haſt given me, ſince they all have a 
natural tendency 1 to promote my good; O gra- 


cious Majeſty, farther evidence thy Goodneſs to 
me, by writing them upon my Heart, Let a Senſe 
ok this thy Perfection render me patient and 
 ealy in every State; ſince J have received ſo much 
good at thy Hands, I may very well be content 


to receive Evil an; eſpecially lince thou eyiden- 


ceſt 


ET” 
©" 90 


in n Scripture Expreſſo . 


ceſt thy Goodneſs to me, even in ſending Evil 
upon me, for thou dof? not e pe me for thy 
Pleaſure, but for my Profit. Stir me up, O my 
God, I beſeech thee, to an Imitation of this 


thy Glorious Perfection; let there be a Princi- 
ple of real Goodneſs in me, and quicken me to 


evidence the ſame by doing good 10 all, but eſpeci- 


ally to the Houſhold of Faith, O evidence thy 


Goodneſs by returning a gracious Anſwer to 
theſe my 8 for thy Son's lake, Sc. 


The Mercy of Ged. 


\ Lord God, thou art Gracious and Merciſal: 8 
Unto thee, 0 Lord, belongetb Mercy : Thou 
"rt the Father of Mercies, and Rich herein : Thou 
art plenteous in Mercy, and delizhieſt herein: Thy 
Mercies, O Lord, are of Univerſai Extent, 
and Everlaſting Duration; They are over all thy 
Works, and they endure for cver, they fail not: 
Great, O Lord, bas been thy Mercy towards me. 
In thy manifold Mercies thou haſt not forſaken me, 
a vile ſinful Wretch; but haſt, notwithſtanding 
my manifold Sins, cnntinned to crown me with 
thy loving Kindneſs and tender Mercies. Thy Mercy, 
O Lord, is in the Heavens, but bleſſed be thy 
Name it is not confined to them, for the Earth 
alſo is full hereof. It is not poſſible for me, © | 
Lord, to ſet forth the Greatneſs, or by Words + 
to expreſs the ſounding of thy Bowels, and of thy 
| Mercies, 1 Adore thee, O Lord, for thy pre- 
' venting, forbearing, comforting , relieving, and 
pardoning Mercy: and O let me fill be made 
more and more a Partaker of the ſame, Have 
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Mercy upon me, O Lord, according to the N Multitude 
of thy tender Mercies, Hot out my Tranſpreſſions. 


Hitherto I muſt own that 2 7s of the Lord's mer- 


cies that I am not conſumed, becauſe thy Compaſſions 


have not failed; O let *em not fail for the Time 


to come. O that a Senſe of thy great Mercies 


might diſſolve me into Tears for my Diſobedi- 
| ence to thee; make me penitent for my Sins 
againſt Mercies; tho“ thou hat ſhewed Favour to 
me, yet have I not been influenced hereby to 
learn Righteouſneſs, as I ſhould have been, Stir 
me up, I humbly beſeech thee, to an Imitation 
of this glorious Perfection of thine; O may 7 be 
Merciful as thou my Father in Heaven art Merciful; 
Let a Senſe of thy paſt Mercy towards me, 
make me ready 10 fhew Mercy to others, by © 
which mean I ſhall ſtill be entitled to thy Mer- 
cy, fince thou haſt ſaid, Bleſſed are the Merciful,. 


for they ſhall obtain Mercy. Put on me, I beſeech ; 


thee, Bowels of Mercy, and grant that 1 may 
ever follow afier Mercy, that io I may find Life. 
Since, O God, thou zakeff Pleaſure in them that 


bope in thy Mercy, grant, I beſeech thee, that I D 5 
may never ſo far diſhonour thee, as to deſpair of ; 


it; deliver me alſo from preſuming ſo far upon 


thy Mercy as to Sin, that Grace may abound, leſt | 
I by this means provoke thee that formed me, 

to bave no Mercy on me, Hear and anſwer for | 

; ty. * ſake, in Chriſt -Joſus,: 1 


The Patience of God. 


Lord, thou art Merciful and Gracious, Long- 8 
1 f ofer _ and flow to PE This! is evident 
| from 


in Scripture Expreſſions. : 09 


4 from thy preventing daily with the Ble ſings of Good- 
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* but that I ſhould come to Repenlance; O grant that 
l may not, as I have done, deſpiſe the Riches of : 
1 thy Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long: ſuſfering; 
but let this thy Goodneſs to me, lead me to Repen- 
lance. Suffer me not to do after the Manner of 


neſs, ſuch who have, and ſtill continue to pro- 
voke thee to turn them into Hell. 


but admire thy Patience, when I conſider how 
quickly, how eaſily thou couldeſt eaſe thyſelf of 


thine Adverſary, and be avenged of thine Enemies. 


How backward art thou, O Lord, to whet thy 
glittering Sword, and | now much Space doſt thou 


give wherein to repent, I Adore thee for thoſe 


illuſtrious Inftances of thy Patience upon record 
in thy Word; thy Long-ſuffering did wait in 

_ the Days of Noah, upon a World of ungodly 
Sinners, for the Space of an Hundred and Twenty 
Tears: For the ſpace of Forty Years didſt thou ſuffer 
' the Manners of the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs , 
ſo backward art thou to Acts of Ven- 


yea, 
geance, that I am informed from thy Word, 


thou would not go up in the mid of provoking So, 
| Lirael, left by their Iniquities thou ſhouldeſt have 
been provoked to conſume them in the Way; and 
afterwards, when thou waſt about to give up E= 
phraim, and to deliver Iſrael, thine Heart was turn 
ed within thee, and thy Repentings were kindled to- 
gether : But I need not go ſo far back to find 
Examples of thy Patience, to mention to thy 
|: Praiſe, when I myſelf am ſuch a Monument of 
thy forbearing Goodneſs, Thou haſt been Long- 

* ſuffering to me- ward, not willing that 1 ſhould periſh, 
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ſome, who becauſe Sentence againſt their coil Works | 
's not executed ſpeedily, therefore they have theis 
| Hearts fully ſet in them to do Evil, Help me, I 


intreat thee, to account thy Long-ſuffering Salvation, 
and grant that I may improve the Space given me 


by means of it, in warking out my Salvation. Thou 


haſt waited to be Gracious, and haſt come many 
Years ſeeking Fruit, but haſt found either none, 


or next to none; O ſuffer me not by continuing 
to abuſe thy Patience, to provoke thee to ttt 


me down, as one that cumbers the Ground; grant 
that henceforth 1 may have my Fruit unto Holi- 


neſs, and let the End be Exerlaſting Life. Stir 
me up to an Imitation of this Glorious Perfec- 


tion of thine, to which it is that I am indebted 


„ 70) o my being on this fide Hell: Since thou art 3 


flow to IVſrath, O grant that I may not exalt 


5 by being haſty in Spirit; Thou art flow 7 J 
Wrath, and thereby do'ſt evidence thy great 


| Power over thy Self; make me ſow to Wrath, 


by which mean I ſhall evidence myſelf to be of 


_ great Underſtanding, and better than the Mighty, 
5 Hear and anſwer, for thy Son” $ lake, G. 


We Power of God. 


0 Lord, thou art frong and 2 s chou art 
RY, mighty in Strength, thou art excellent in Pow- 


er; who is like unto thee, wwith whom there is Ever- 


_ laſting Strength? The Things which are impoſſ ble 


with Men, are poſſible with thee, yea, there is no- 


thing too hard for thee. Thou art the Lord God 
Omnipotent-; Thou art Almighty, and canſt do all 
Things, Seeing, 0 Lord, thou art poſſeſt of 


ſuch 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 7 1 


uch Infinite, ſuch matchleſs Power, grant, 1 


humbly beſeech thee, that I may not, by my 


Sins, provoke thee to Jealouſy, as the? I Were flrong- 


er than thou. O ſuffer me not to be 10 Fool. 
hardy, as to ftretch out mine Hand againft God, and 
Atrengiben myſelf againſt thee the Almighty. Seeing 


thou art great in Power, and wilt not acquit the 


/icked, deliver me, I beſeech thee, from doing 


wickedly. Grant that I may not, by forjaking 


thee, provoke thee to exert thy Power and 


Wrath againſt me: for who knows the Power o 


thine Auger? Inſtead of fearing them «who only can 
Fill the Body, give me Grace to fear thee who art 


able to caſt Soul and Body into Hell, Since thou 


art the Almighty, give me Grace to walt before 
thee and to be perfett.. Since thou art able to do 


for me excedingly above what I can either aſk or 


think, help me to put my Truſt and Confidence en- 
tirely | in thee. O ſtrengthen my Truſt in thee, 


* fince in thee the Lord Febovah is Everlaſtins 5 
' Strength; and do thou, who modeſt the Heaven 


and the Earth, bleſs me. O thou mighty Oue of II 


rae), thou art greater than all, and ſince thou art, 


"1 would commit the Keeping 'of my Soul unto thee. 155 
O let not the Enemies of my Soul's Welfare, 


pluck 3t out of thy Hands, Whilſt I live, let 7 


Power be engaged in my Defence; let it ſu 4 


port me in my dying Agonies, and after Death, 


de pleaſed to evidence "hy mighty Power in 


raiſing my Body out of the Grave, and faſhioning it 
like unto Chriſt's Glorious Body; do it for his fake, - 


| bo is he hide, and the Liſe, to als, be 


The 


„ cher Devotion, 
The Sovereign Dominion and Glory Cod. 


O Lord, thou art Lord of all; Lord of 2 
and King of Kings; Thou art the moſt high 


God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. The Warld ; is 
thine, and the Fulneſs thereof, Thine is the Ring- 


dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head above 


Al: All Things ſerve thee. J Adore thee, O thou 


King Eternal, for thy Dominion is an Everlaſting 
Dominicn, and thy Kingdom is from Generation to 
Generation, and thou doft according to thy Will in the 


Armies of Heaven, and amongft the Inhabitants of 


the Earth, Since thy Dominion is ſo Sovereign 


and Uncontrouled, grant me Grace, O Lord, 
that I may not be ſo unrighteous, as in any 
caſe to diſpute thy Will : However the Poiſherds | 
may ſtrive with the Polſberds of the Earth, yet fuf- F 
fer not me 70 flrive with thee my Maker, Con- 
vince me, O Lord, how indecent a Thing it is 
to reply againſt God in any Caſe, or for the "Thing 


formed to ſay unto him that formed it, why haſt thou 
made me thus? However it may pleaſe thee to 
afflict and chaſten me, let a Senſe of thy Sove- | 
reign Dominion ſtrike me dumb, and keep me | 
rom opening my Mouth in a Way of Complaint. | 


However it may pleaſe thee to deal with me, 
may it ever be the Language of my Soul, it is Þ 
the Lord, let him do with me what ſeemeth good unio 
Him. Enable me, by thy Grace, to imitate my 
Bleſſed Saviour, who ſaid, not as I will, but as 


thou wilt, when yet he appeared deſirous to have 
the Cup "paſs from him, Thy Dominion gives 


thee a Right to rule me, and therefore as a Son 


 bonoureth 


in Scripture Expreſſons. my 


= bonoureth bis Father, and a Servant his Maſter, ſo 
give me Grace to honour thee as my Father, and 
to fear thee as my Maſter : Let a Senſe of thy Do- 
minion convince me of the Unrighteouſneſs of 
> with-holding' Obedience from thee. I Adore 
” thee, O Lord, as the King of Glory; thou art 
 cloathed with Ma zjeſty and Honour, the whole Earth 
s full of thy Glry. O thou Glorious King Eter- 
nal, help me to give unto thee the Glory due unto 
3 ty Name, let my Mouth ever ſhew forth thy Praiſes, 
= for worthy art thou to receive Honour, and Glory, 


ad Praiſe, Grant, that whether 1 eat or drink, | 


or whatever elſe I do, 1 may do it to thy Glory: 


Now I know thee to be God, enable me to glorify. 


thee as God. Suffer me never to give thy Glory to 


another, nor thy Praiſe to graven Images. O Lord, 

Il beſeech thee, may my Light ſo ſhine befere 
. Men, that they ſeeing my good Works, may be in- 

„ | duced hereby to Glorify thee my Father who art 


in Heaven, Grant this, for thy Son's fake, to 


whom be 18 in the Churches Let all Ages. 


The Lord J Prayer prayed 0 over. 
Our Father which art in Heaven. ; 
\ Lond: 1 Adore thee as the Father of all, --- 


ſince thou haſt created all, When I conſider 


3 this Relation, I bluſh at my Carriage and Be- 


| haviour towards thee; I am thy Child, thou | | 
baſt nouriſhed me and brought me up, and yet have 5 


rebelled againſt thee, If the ARE Son under 3 
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74 Cloſet Devotions, 


the Law was counted worthy 70 te Roncd to 


Death, of how much ſorcr Fiat, muſt I be 
thought worthy, who have been diſobedient to 
_ thee my Father in Heaven; but as thou art my + 


Father, fo art thou the Father of Mercies, I pray 


thee therefore to forgive my paſt Diſobedience 
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and Undutifulneſs. I Adore thee, O Lord, as 2 


their Father that bought em, thou didit make and 


ſtabliſb' em; but now to as many as receive thy Son | 
Jeſus, be they of what Nation or Condition ſo- 
ever, thou gives Power to become the Sons of God, 
even lo as many as believe en his Name, being born 
not of the Will of Men, but of the Will of Gad. 
O let me have Power to become à Son of thine; | 
make me a Partaker of the Spirit of Adeption, | * 

whereby I may be enabled 70 cry Aula Pather. 
A a Son bonuureth his Father, ſo give me Grace to 
Hloncur thee: Help me to Obey thee my heaven- 

ly Father, and when at any time thou mayſt 

” correct me, to be in Subjection to thee, the Father I 


for being the Father of all, fo for being the Fa- L | 
ther of ſome i in a way of ſpecial Grace.  Jjrae! 
once was thy Son, even thy Firſt-born, thou dat 


, Spirits, that ſo I may live. Enable me, O 


and at the {ame Time evidence the Devil to be 


my Father, by doing his Luſts. Help me 40 22 3 
3 before thee as 6 dear- Child, and like as a Father pi- 


Fo to do Richreoufref, fnce in this thy Children 3 
are M aul fett, and the Children of the Devil; who- 
oe der doth not Righteouſneſs 7s not of thee : Grant, 
1 pray thee, that I may not call thee Father, 


2 a 3 . 4 3 * by +» Kd 
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ties his Children, fo do the 4 pity me. Let it never | 


ſeem a or Thi ing 10 ine 10 i thy Could 2 Ateption, 


and 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 7 
and help me 20 walk worthy fo Glorious a Rela- 
be tion. Take me under thy fatherly Care and 
Protection; give unto me thoſe good Things which = 

n may aff ;, with-hold no good Thing from me in this 
27 2 World, and let me have the Inherijance of Sons 
in the other: O let it be my Fathers good Pla- 

3» fare to give me a Kingdom at laſt, I Adore thee, 
4, O Lord, as OUR Father, the Fotber of my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and my Father; how aſtoniſhing 

is his Goodnels, that he is rot aſtamed to call ſiici 

as me Brethren! I Adore thee as the common 
Father of all Men, and the ſpecial Father of al! 
true Believers: O let this Relation wherein J 
ſtand to others, influence me to Love and Pray 
for others; help me to teſtify my Love to all, 
> by doing good to all Men, but more eſpecially to the 
7 Saints, by doing good to them that are of the Houfhold 
/ Faith: Stir me up, by thy Grace, to maze Sup- 
* Fg plications, Prayers, and Interceſfions for all Men, 
eſpecially for all Saints, I Adore thee as our Fa— 
ther in Heaven; thou fille Heaven and Earth with 
thy Preſence, but in Heaven thou art peculiarly 
> preſent after a Glorious Manner; thou haſt pre- 
> pared thy Throne in Heaven, thy Kingdom ruleth over 

= oll: 1 know from hence that thou art able to 
grant me whatever I aſk or fland in need of; for 
ſeeing thou art in Heaven, thou doſt, and canſt do 
whatever thou pleaſeſt. Look down from thy Holy 
Habilation, for thy Son's ſake, who is gone into the 
* Zeavens, where he intercedes for Tranſgreſſors, and 
> Bleſs me: Let a Senſe of thy Glorious Reſidence 
in the Heavens, excite in me a reverential Awe 
pk thy Majeſty, when at any time I addreſs un- 
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"90"; az op c ofet Devotions, 
to thee; ſeeing thou art in Heaven, and 1 upon 


Earth, grant that I may not be rah with my 
Mouth, neither let my Heart be haſty to utter any | © 
Thyrg before thee : Since thou art in the Heavens, 'P 


0 Nee my Heart be ified up thither whenever I 


pray unto thee, and help me at ſuch Times to 


lay aſide all Terrene and Earthly Thoughts. 

Whenever I dire my Prayers unto thee, enable 
me thus to loo up: Since thou art in Heaven, 

thou haſt it in thy Power to confer upon thy 


Servants heavenly Benedictions; O let me be 


bleſt with ſpiritual Bleſings in heavenly Places in 
Chriſt Feſus, and grant unto me a Meetneſs for 
Heaven. Since thou art in Heaven, O help me to | 
ſee the Kingdom of Heaven in the firſt Place, as 
knowing that it is beſt for me to be there 
| where thou art to be ſeen and enjoyed. Give 
me Grace to be ſtill aſpiring after that Bleſſed 
Region, where thou unveileſt thy Glorious Per- 
fections, where thou art to be ſeen Face 1% Face. 


O do it for thy Son's ſake, through hom þ 


t is that thou art my Father, and thro* whom 
| 1t is that I am emboldened to look up towards 


Heaven, thy Glorious Habitation, to whom be 
Everlaſting Praiſes. Amen, 


Halbued be thy Name. 


od my Lord, how excellent is thy Name 
in all the Earth; thou haſt a Name above 


every Name, and art far exalted above all Bleſſmg 


and Praiſe: No Addition can be made to thine 1 
Eſſential Glory, 


but ſince there may to thy 


Manifeftauye Her, Father in Heaven &loriy thy 
i 3 en 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 77 
Name. O let thy Glorious Perfections be diſ- 


played in the Earth. Whatever robs thee of 
the Glory due to thy Name, root it out of the 


Earth, and let whatever tends to thy Glory be 
advanced. O let the Knowledge of the Lord cover 


the Earth, even as the Waters cover the Sea; let thy 


Way be known upon Earth, and thy ſaving Health 
among all Nations: Let thy Word have a free 
Courſe, and be Glorified : Cauſe thy Goodneſs to paſs 
before thy People, and thus do thou ſhew them thy 
Glory: Save thy People for thy Name's ſake, that thy. 


Power may thus be known : Get thee Glory upon thy 


proud implacable Enemies and all their Hoſts ; 


Let all the Churches of Christ prove Trees of Righ- + 
_ teouſneſs, that thou mayF be Glorified : Enable me 8 
and others to glorify thee in our Thoughts, in ä 
our Words, and in our Actions: I am thy Crea= 
ture, formed by thee and for thee, O let me be for 
a Praiſe, and for a Name, and for a Glory to thee 


the Lord my God; The Heavens declare thy Glory, 


and the Firmament ſhews forth thy Praiſe, Lord 
grant that I may not be ſilent, but ſtir me 
up to ſpeak aloud of thy Praiſe, and to declare 


the Honour of thy Majeſty: 1 eſteem it a great 
Favour that thou haſt made me capable of 


- Glorifying thee, O let not this Capacity be af- 
forded me in vain, Give me Grace to prefer 
thy Glory above all Things. Grant that 1 may 
at all Times entertain high and honourable 
 * Thoughts of thee, and not diſhonour thee, by 


thinking thee to be altogether ſuch a one as myſelf : 


May I never diſhonour thee Jy taking thy Name | 
V vain, but ſtir me up, and enable me by offer- 


* - cher Devotions, 
1 Praiſe to glorify thee, Help me to be Huis. 
ful in all thoſe Works of Righteouſneſs, which are 
_ through Feſus Chrift to the Glory and Praiſe of thee 
nun God, May 1 be enabled 7o Glorify thee by 
1 bearing much Fruit; and O that my Yorks may fo 
M Heine before Men, that they ſeeing em, may be 
brought 10 Glorify thee my Father who art in Hea- 
ven. Grant theſe Things for thy Son's fake, 
to whom be Everlaſting | Praiſes, Amen. 


Thy Kingdom come. 


Lord, thou Reigneſt King for ever and ever, 
and thy Kingdom rules over all; thcu art 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords: All Creatures 


both in Heaven, Earth, and Hell, are ſubject 
unto thee. 


Glory, to which thou adjudgeſt all the faithful 
Subjects of this Kingdom of Grace. 


Let this 
Kingdom of Grace come with Pecver: 


Grant 


may be deſtroyed. Let the Prince of this World 
be caſt cut; grant that this Prince of the Power of 


From Heaven, even thus let thine Enemy periſh, O 


that hath choſen Jeruſalem rebuke him. 


a miſcarryins Womb and ary Breaſts. 
deſire, O Lord, that Satan may not Reign in 


Thou haſt ſet up alſo a Kingdom of | 
Grace amongſt Men, and thou haſt a Kingdom f 


that Satan's Kingdom, which is oppoſite to it, 


the Air may ceaſe 10 work in the Hearts of the 
Children of Diſobedience : Let Satan fall as 2 9 


e 
* x& > 
OE 

2 


Lord; let the Lord rebuke Satan, cven the Lord 9 


Let his 
| Power be broke in the World, and let all thoſe _ 


Plots which he forms againſt thy Servants, have 
I humbly 


= Heart, and lead me . a bis Will 0 
let 


in Scripture Expreſſions. = 79 
let me, by the Power of thy Grace, be effectual - 


' ly turned from the Power of Satan, to ſerve thee the 
' Living and True God: Help me evermore fo to 


reſit this Enemy of my Soul, as that he may flee 7 


from me, and do thou in thine own due Time 
bruiſe Satan under my Feet. Let the Kingdom of 
Grace, O Lord, be. advanced; let Chriſt be 
enthroned in my Heart, and may every Thought 
be brought into Captivity to his Bleſſed Yoke : Let 
the Laws of the Bleſſed Redeemer be written in 


my Heart, and may the Kingdom of God, which 
confits in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 


 CGbogf, come with Power into my Soul: I pray not 
for myſelf only in this Reſpect, but I pray for 
| Others too. G let the Prophecies and the Pro- 
miſes relating to Chriſt's Kin gdom in the World 


f 2 be fulfilled and accompliſhed. May the King 
i |  domsof the World become the Kingdoms of our Lord 


is | and his Chrif, and let him Reign for ever and 
nt ever: Of ihe Tucreafe of his Government and Peace 


let there be no End; O let the Zeal of the Lord of 


Hels perform this, Let the Sun of Righteouſneſs | 
a ariſe with Healing in his Wings, upon thoſe that 
- fit in Darkneſs. Let the Mountain of the Lord's 

' Houſe be eſtabliſhed upon the Top of the Mountains, 
and let all Nations flow thereto, Let the Goſpel - 
run and be Glorified, and wherever it is, let it be 
powerful through God, to the pulling down of Satan's 


e 3} ſirong Holds, and to the erecting the Redeemer's 


Throne in the Heart: O let it come with Power, 

and ſuch a Demonſtration of the Spirit, as that it 
may make its Way into the Heart. Ble& all 
£ the Miniſters and Members of the Church of 


Chriſt, 


80 Cle oſet Devotions, 


Ch riſt, and EP thy Face to fhine upon them fir 
the Lord's fake. May it pleaſe thee, O Lord, 
to grant that the Kingdom of Glory may be 
haſtened: O let me be an Heir of it, prepared, 
and made mect for it, and may I have an abun- 
dant Entrance mint fred to me into it. I deſire 
alſo that the Number of the Heirs of Salvation 
may be encreaſed, and wheh the Number of 
thine Elect is accompliſhed, let the End be 
haſtened, and that Time come, when the Son of 
God ſhall appear to be glorified in his Saints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe, Hear and anſwer 
for his ſake, to whom with thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and — 


= and Everlaſting Praiſe. 1 


|: Thy Will be done on Rare; as its 7s in Haves, 7 


BL Lord, who Workeſt all J. hings according 
. to the Counſel of thine own Will; 1 Adore thee, 
both upon the account, of the Will of thy Provi- 
| dence, and alſo upon the account of the Will of thy 


Precept. May it pleaſe thee to give Grace to mne 
and others, to ſubmit to the former, ſaying, as 


thy Servant of old did, let the Lord do with us what 
| ſeemeth good unto him. Stir up me and others, 


to a ready Compliance with the latter, even 


that good and acceptable Mill of thine, con- 


rained 1 in thy Holy Word. Enlighten me, and | 


others, with the Knowlege hereof, that by 


this Mean we may diſcern what is the good, and s 


perfect, and acceptable Will of God; open thou our 


Eyes, that we may fee what is contained in ty | 


I; and ol, ay We be filled with the = 


 Knowlege 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 81 
Knowlege of thy Will in all Wiſdom and Spiritual 
Underſtanding : "And ſince Knowlege is in order 


to Practice, may it pleaſe thee, by the Power of 


thy Grace, to excite me and others to, and 


aſſiſt us in, the doing of thy Holy Will; in- 


cline our Hearts to keep all thy Commandments, 


and 10 walk before thee in Truth. Seeing this is 


thy Vill, even our San#fication, let me and o- 


thers be ſanfified throughout, in Body, Soul, and 


Siril. Seeing this is thy Will in Chriff Jeſs, 


that in every thing we give Thanks, help us thus to 
ſhew our Gratitude for Mercies received. See- 
ing it is alſo the Mill of God, that with Well-doing 
we put to filence the Temorance of fooliſh Men, Go 
thou enable us to have our Converſation honeſt in the 
| World. Father in Heaven, thou haſt Inhabitants 


of the upper World who do thy Will, and it is 5 


my deſire, that thy Will may not only be done 
bere upon Earth, but that the doing of it here 


upon Earth may, as to its Manner, reſemble 


* the doing of it in Heaven. Give Grace to me 

and others here upon Earth, in Imitation of 
the Holy Angels, 70 do thy Commandments, bear. 
ening io the Voice of thy Wi Il, and to follow the Lamb — 


wbither ſoe ver he gocth. 


The Holy Angels, thoſe fovift-winged Crea- 


tures, they fly 10 do thy Will, and to execute thy | 
F Pleaſure; give Grace to me and others, in con- 
formity to 'em, to yield thee a ready and chear- 
ful Obedience, not 20 conſult with Fleſh and Blood, 
ust to ſerve thee with Gladneſs of Heart. The Glo- 


rious Angels ſhew their Reverence and Humili- 


ty, by veiling their Faces in 1 Preſence, by 


faking i 


82 | Chijet Devotdins; 


falling dewn before thee, and by caſting their Crowns 
before thy Throne, when they Worſhip thee that liveſt 


for ever; Enable me, and others, I humbly be- 


ſeech thee, in conformity to theſe bleſſed Be- 
ings, at all times to walk humbly with thee, and 
to fear before thee; but more eſpecially at ſuch 


Times when we come into thy Preſence. Give | 
me and others Grace, O Lord, to condeſcend 16 
Menu of low Degree, in Imitation of the Holy 


Angels, who miniſter to Creatures of an inferi- 
our Rank: Theſe bleſſed Creatures are ardent 
and zealous in doing thy Will, for thou makeT7 


' thine Angels Spirits, and 15 3 Anfers a Flame f 
Hire; O grant that I, and others here below, 


may be Zealrus herein, that we may Keep thy 


Perecepts diligently, and be fans. in Spirit ſervins | 
the Lord. The holy Angels ſerve thee Day and *Þ 


| Night, and never grow weary of thy Service, 


O keep me, and other of thy Servants here up- 
on Earth, from fainting in thy Service; and 
may we have Grace to keep thy Precepts always, 
even to the End: O that thy Servants here upon 
Earth did more reſemble their Fellow-ſervants 


in Heaven. Since Chriſt is come to reconcile all 


Things to himſelf, whether they be Things in Heaven, 
or Things in Earth; and ſince from him the whole 

Family in Heaven and Earth is called, 1 defire that 
that Part of the Family which is here upon 
Earth, may be more conformed to that Part | 
of it which is in Heaven: I deſire earneſtly that | 
I may, that fo being lie the Angels now in do- 
ing thy holy Will, 3 may be made equal io em 
hereafter, in 8 thy bliſsful and glorious 


Preſence, 


FFP IE oo lr ts fn 5 Fo 


1M Seriprure Expreſſions, 83 


Preſence. I deſire it for thy Son' s ſake, to 
whom, Sc. 


Give us this Day our daily Bread. 


Lord, thou, even thou alone, hast made Hea- 
den, even the Heaven of Heavens with all their 


Hoſts, the Earth and all Things therein, the Seas 
aud all that is therein, and thou preſerve# them all, 
and the Hot of Heaven worſhipeth thee : Il is thou 
that give Rain pon the Eorth, and ſendeſt Waters 
upon the Fields; It is thou that giveſt Rain from 
Heaven and fruitful Seaſons, whereby thou fille cur 


Hearts with Food and Gladneſs : Thou cauſe the 
Graſs to grow for the Cattle, and Herb for the Ser- 


Dice of Man, and thus bringeſt Food out of the 


Earth, As I own thy general Care of all Crea- 


_ tures, ſo I own thy particular Care of me; what- 
ever outward Blefling I enjoy, I own it is given 
me from above: J acknowlege, O Lora, and 
Blels thee for it, that thou haſt ſuch a regard for 
' the Body, and for this would I feck unto thee, -- 
humbly beſeeching thee, O Lord, that thou 
wouldſt give me Day by Day my daily Bread; let 


me of thy great Goodneſs have thoſe Neceſt aries 


and Conveniences of Life, which thou ſeeſt fit 
for me: Do thou fix the Bounds of my Habitation 


a5 thou ſeeſt convenient. Since thou art my Life, 
and the Length of my Days, give me ſuch a Mea- 


ſure of Health and Strength as thou ſeeſt fit. 
Grant that I may not be ſothful in the Buſmeſs of 
my Calling, and give me Succeſs therein, if it 
be thy holy Will: Seeing it is in vain for me, 
5 ci 5 Bl; ng, 1e riſe up early and to fit up 


late, 


= Chet Devotions, 
late, and to eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, be plea ſed | 
of thy great Goodneſs to bleſs my Endeavours, | 
and all that I ſet my Hands unto, proſpering the | 
Work of my Hands unto me, It is thou, O Lord, 


dh giveſt Power to get Wealth, this is what 1 


don't pray for, I only deſire, if it be thy holy _. 
Will, that I may be kept from thoſe Extreams 
of a proſperous and adverſe Condition, which 
would be dangerous Temptations to Sin. Give | 
me neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me with Food | 
convenient for me, leſt I be full and deny thee, and | 
ſay, who is the Lord? or leſt I be Poor and Steal, | 


F and take thy Name in vain. Since that every Man | 
ſhould Eat and Drink, and enjoy the Good of all bis | 
\ Labour, it is the Gift of Gd: let it of thy great | 
1 | Goodneſs be given to me, 70 Eat and Drink, and | 


enjoy the Good of my Labour. I own, O Lor d. 
that Man doth not live by Bread only, but by every _ 


Mord that proceedeth out of the Mouth of the Lord, | 


 dath Man live; give thy good Creatures there- 1 
fore which I enjoy, Virtue to ſupport and nou- 
riſh me. May it pleaſe thee, O Lord, 7o cn. 


mand thy Loving-kindneſs to me in the Day- time, 
and in the Night do thou cauſe me to lie down and. '8 
Sleep, and make me to dwell in Safety : If thou t 

be with me, O Lord, and keep me in the Way tbat! 
go, and wilt give me Bread to eat, and Raiment io 


Put on, ſo that I come to my heavenly HÞather*s Houſe ji 
in Peace, then ſhalt thou, O Lord, be my God. Give 


me, if it be thy holy Will, tach Day my aaily ; 
Bread; and ſince my Saviour: has enjoined me _ 


daily to aſk this at thy Hands, free me by thy : 
Ge from an anxious lan Thought pred 1 
_ Morrow, 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 8 
" Morrow, and make me ſenſible of my continu- 
al, my daily Dependance upon thee. I deſire 
theſe Temporal Favours, not only for myſelf, 
but for others too; O let the Earth yield its In- 
' creaſe, and let God, even our own God, bleſs us; 
les us, I beſeech thee, and make us Plenteous in the 
uit of our Ground, and give us the Staff of Bread 
zo firengthen our Hearts. Stir up me and others, 
to a right and charitable Uſe of all the external 
Bleſſings of thy Providence; do it, I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, for his ſake who is the Bread of 
Life, that is come down from Heaven, and which 


giveth Life io the World, for whom 1 bleſs thee, 
to whom, Sc. : 


yl Forgive us our Dab, as we : forgive our 
= - Debtors. e 

1 See roth Article of the Apoſtles Ge 

» = Lord, thou art my Creator, W 


and Bene factor, to whom I owe a Debt 


3 of Duty and Obedience, which ſince I have failed 


„to pay, I have contracted a Debt of Puniſhment, 
74 which I muſt acknowlege myſelf unable to 
a pay: I cannot ſay unto thee, have Patience with 
5 mne, and I will pay thee all; alas! if thou enter into 
£ | Judgment with me, and demand this Debt at my 
iſe Hands, Iam undone ; 3 I beſeech thee therefore, 


. O Lord, for thy Son's ſake, forgive me this Debt; 


ih | blot it cu? of the Book of thy Remembrance, O thin © 


| who blotteſs out the Tranſgreſſions of thy People for 

ne 

„ | thy Name's ſake. Since, O Lord, thou haſt made 

my forgiving others neceſſary, in order to my re- 
| ceiving Forgiveneſs from thee, I beſeech thee, 
3 I VVV 0p | 


wn | : hes He 


help me by thy Grace to forgive Men their Tr i 
\  . Paſſes, O give me Grace 10 forbear and forgive 
all thoſe with whom I may have a Varrel: Inſtead 
, avenging myſelf, grant that I may give place to 
Mratb; fince thou haſt called me hereto, help me 
to be pitiful and courteous, not rendering Evil for 
Evil, nor Railing for Railing, but contrariwiſe Bleſ- 
ſing, that ſo T may inherit a Bleſſmg, keep me 
from ſaying to any that may have injured or | 
_ offended me, I will do fo to him as be hath done 
- unto me, 1 will render unto the Man according 10 bis | 
Works, Cloath me alſo with that Charity which 
rejoiceth not in Evil overtaking any that may have 
ured me; grant me thy Grace, that I may 
not rejoice when mine Enemy falleth, and let not my | 
| Heart chear me when he flumbleth. Make me rea- 
dy to do Offices of Kindneſs to ſuch who have 
in zured me; O give me Grace to love nine Ene- 
mics, to do good to them that hate me, and to pray 
For them that deſpitefully uſe me, that by this mean 
1 may approve myſelf a true Child of thine, who 
dus good to the Evil and to the Unthankful: Well 
may I, O God, forgive my Neighbour his Of- 
fences againſt me, which are not as an hundred 
Pence to len thouſand Talents, if compared with 
rhoſe Offences which J have committed againſt 
chee, and which I hope to have forgiven me; 
ſince thou GHeemeft it thy Glory to paſs by Tranſ= | 
—  greſſuns, help me allo to eſteem it my Glory to 
pass by my Neighbours Offences. Convince mne 
| how well it becomes thoſe whom thou hast made 
Kings, as well as Prigſis, to iſſue forth Pardons * 
to ſuch who may have offended * em, Enable ö 
me, 
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| in Scripture Expreſhons, 87 
me, I beſeech thee, 10 forgive from the Heart, 
and to do it without delay, before the Sun go 
' down upon my Wrath, Give me Grace, as oft as 
my Brother ſhall ſn againſt me, to forgive him; 
grant that I may be ready to forgive bin, not 
only until Seven times, but until Seventy times ſeven ; 
grant it for thy Son's lake, to whom, Oc. 
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1 Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us 


= From Evil. ; 
= Bre Lord, I will not ſay when I am tempicd. i 
= J am tempted of thee ;, but I come unto thee, i 
1 humbly beſeeching thee not 10 lead me inte Temp- 0 


 taticn. I rejoice that the Tempter is in thy re- 
Atraining Hands, O ſuffer not me to fall into bis 
deſtroying Flauds; ſince | wreſtle not again? Fleſh 
and Blood, but against Principalitits, againſt Pou- 
ers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, 
againft Spiritual Wickeaneſſes in high Places; be 
| pleaſed graciouſly to ſtand by me in all my 
Conflicts with theſe Enemies of my Soul, and 
let me ſo far experience thy gracious Favour ix 
ße Hour of Temptation, that I may be kept 
from falling: I fly unto thee, O bleſſed God, 
for ſhelter, ho art greater than all; ſuffer not, 
I I beleech thee, that roaring Lion 10 devour me, | 
who induſtrioufly ſeeks it; let not the Tempter tempt _ 
me ſo as to prevail, O let him not get Advan- | 
 tages again me. Let not the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, that evil Spirit, work in my Heart; 
and ſince Satan has his Inſtruments here in the 
World, that tempt to Sin, grant, I beſeech thee, 
that they moy. not prevail: pen Sinners entice 
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$8 cet Devotions, 
m_— O keep me from conſenting, ind ſuffer me 
nos to follow a Multitude in doing that which is E- 
vil. Since I have allo Enemies within, ſuffer 


me not to be drawn afide of mine own Luſfts and 1 
_ enticed: Deſtroy, by the Power of thy Grace, 


ro 


the Power of Luſt in my Soul, that ſo when 


Satan comes, he may ot find that in me which 
may yield a ready compliance. to his curſed 
Suggeſtions ; leave me not at any time in ſuch. 
. Circumſtances, which thou knoweſt will be a 
Means of drawing me to that which is Evil; 
when at any time I am tempted, with-hold not 
from me thoſe gracious Aids and Influences of | 
thy Holy Spirit, which may enable me to vans _ 
quiſh the Temptation. Since there are Temp- RN 
_ rations of another kind, which when we fall in- 
io, thou bidſt us count it all Foy, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee to order theſe for the beſt: Suffer me 
not to be tempted above what I am able, but with. © 
every Temptation do thou make a way for my Eſcape.” 
I deſire, O God, that as thou wouldſt not lead 
me into Temptation, ſo that it would pleaſe thee _ 
to deliver me from Evil; I pray not abſolutely 
for a Deliverance from any other Evil, but from 
that of Sin, which I own is the worſt of Evils, 
and beg earneſtly to be delivered from. Let 


the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chrif# Jeſus my 


Lord, make me free from the Law of Sin and Death, 

and enable me 10 ceaſe to do evil, and to learn to 
do well, Keep me back, I pray thee, by thy re- 
ſtraining Grace, from finning againſt thee : Let 
my Soul ever be poſſeſt with a lively Senſe of 
its Evil; convince. me by thy Grace what wo : 
f evil, 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 89 
evil, and what a bitter Thing it is to / 1 again? 
8 
Keep me from this deadly Evil which is Ex- 


mily againft God, which breeds a Separation be- 
twixt thee and the Soul, which is a Mean of 


= with-bolding good Things from me, which in this 
: World pierces through with many Sorrows, and 


which leads to Everlaſting Deſtruction in the World 


; to come; O let it not reign in my mortal Body, 
that 1 ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof : 


Keep back 
thy Servant from preſumptuous ins, let them not 
have Dominion over me, May I ever dread Sin 


as the very worſt of Evils, and when at any 
Time I am tempted to it, enable me to repel 
the Temptation, in the Language of a Servant 
of thine of old, bow can : 5 this great Wickedneſs, 


and Sin again? Cod; O Lord, give me 
Grace to prefer the Evil X* Affliction before the 


Evil of Sin, and with another Servant of thine 
' of old, 70 chuſe rather 10 ſuffer Miction with the 


People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 
a Seaſon. Grant this for his ſake, who came 10 


| Jave me from my Sins, to whom, Sc. 


For #bine i is the Kingdom, the Power and the i 


Amen. 


Glory for ever. 


3 | 0 Lord, thine is the Kingdom ; thou art Judge 
j 


' all, and thou Reigneſt over all. Al Arget's p 
_ Authorities, 2 Powers are Subjeet to thee, Thau 


3 art the God of all Fle , and of the Spirits of all 
$ Fleſb: © Lord God of our Fathers, art not then God 


in Heaven, and ruleſt not thou over all the Kingdoms 


1 7 te Heathen ? and ſeeing thou art ſo Glorious 


Fr Ow 
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go _ Chſet Devotions, 


a King, wilt thou not exert a Jealouſy for the 
Honour of thy Great Name ? Wilt thou not ad- | 

voance and maintain the Kingdom of thy Grace? 
Wilt thou not take care that thy Will be done 


bere upon Earth, as it is highly fit and reaſonable 


that it ſhould? Foraſmuch as thou art my So- 
vereign, I truſt thou wilt allow me daily Bread ; 
T hope thou wilt exert thy Royalty in pardoning 


me a vile Rebel; I expect to be protected by 
thee from the Enemies of my Soul: Thou art my | 


King, O God, command Deliverance for me. Thine, 


O Lord, is the Power; in thine Hand is there not | 
Power and Might? Thou art the Lord God Omnipo- | 
tent, and nothing is too hard for thee, If thou wilt, 
thou canſt get thyſelf a great Name in the Earth: | 
Advance thy Kingdom among Men, and cauſe | 
that zby Mill be done here upon Earth as it is done | 
in Heoven, If thou wilt, thou canſt ſupply my | 
Temporal Wants; pardon my manifold Sins,, 
' preſerve me from being overcome by the force | 
of Temptation, and deliver me from Sin, the 
_ worſt of Evils, and may I not expect from thy 


5 . what chou canſt with the Sreatelt Tale: 3 


Thi ine is the Glory, and i is it not for thy Glory, C | 


to have tby Name bollowed, thy Kingdom come, thy | 
Will be done in Eorth even as it is done in Heaven? 
Is it not for thy Glory to give daily Bread to | 
thofe that want it, to grant Forgroenc/s of Sins to 
penitent Offenders, to defend 'em from the! 
Force of Temptation, and to deliver from the Evil 
„ Sin, which tends ſo much to thy Diſhonour ? | 
8 Hear therefore and anſwer, for thine is the 
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5 Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever. Anen. 


A Prayer fir Grace to Obey. 
Leſſed Lord, thou art exalted as Head above 
all, and all 7 hings ſerve thee : Thou art Go- 


dernour among the Nations, and rule to the Ends 
of the Earth, Thou art my Law-giver and my King. 


| TI own that I lie under all imaginable Ties of | 
Duty and Obedience to thee, Thou hast made 
mine, thou keepeſt me alive; thou daily ade ne 
with thy Benefits, and therefore haſt an undoubt- 
ed Right to my Service and Obedience. But 
notwithſtanding this rightful Claim which thou 
| haſt, and the manifold Ties that I lie under, 
' 1 muſt own to my Shame, at I have not obeyed 
tze Voice of thee, the Lord my God, as 1 erer — 
bave done; I have not kept the Charge, and the — 
| Statutes, and the Fudgments, which thou haft given 


me; inſtead of hearkening to the Voice of thee the 


| Ld my God, I have rebelled against it; inſtead of 


doing that which is right in thy ſight ; I have done 


that which is evil in thy fbi; 4 of walking 


in all the Ways which thou the Lord ny God baſt 
commanded me, I have furned ofide ſometime to 


one Hand, ſometime 10 the other ; J have ſhame- |} 
fully c thy Laws behind my back.” and inftead | 
of ſerving thee in Truth with a perfect Heart, as! 


| ſhould have done, I have fooliſhly ſerved divers 


$ unprofitable Luſts and Vanities. I have een too apt 


8 to reſt in a bare Hearing of thy Word, without 


deing of the ſame, and by "hat Mean have deceiv- 
* Ll me: ; keing I am informed from thy holy 


Word, 
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1 Quſet Devotions, 


Word, that ot the Hearers of the Law, but the Do. 
ers of the ſame ſhall be juſtified. How juſtly might- 
_ eſt thou, O Lord, puniſh my Diſobedience, by 

excluding me all hopes of ever entering into 
thine heavenly Kingdom; but thou art merciful, 

O God, and with thee, the Lord, is plenteous Re- 

_ dempticn. O for thy Son's ſake pardon my paſt 
Diſobedience, and enable me, by thy Grace, to 

be Obedient for the future. JY/rite thy Lacs in 


my Heart; put thy Spirit within me, and cauſe me 


to wall in thy Statutes: Inſtead of doing that 
which 75 right in mine own Eyes, help me for the | 
time to come to do that hich is right in thy 
*fobt. Give me Grace to obey, ſince this is better 
Than Sacrifice, and to bearken, fince this is better 
than the Fat of Rams. May I ſhew that I know 
"Chrif by keeping bis Commandments, and grant 
that I may approve myſelf to be of the Number 
of his Friends, by doing whatſoever he commands. 
- ON may I never grudge yielding Obedience to 
him in any of his Commands, who Was obedient 
10 Death, even that of the Croſs for me. Grant 
that J may ever be ambitious of obeying him, 
whom Winds and Seas obeyed when he was here 
upon Earth, and i whom Angels, Authorities, and 
# _ © Powers are Obedient, now he is in Heaven, I be- 
' ſeech thee, O bleſſed God, help me to walk m 
ide N ans which thou haſt chalked out for me, 
that ſo it may be well with me now, and well © 
nh me throughout eternal Ages hereafter. 
Convince me, that not every one that ſaith, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
Be only that doth the Will of thes our Father which 
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1 known. : 'T blels thee, O God, for the Means 


in Scripture Expreſſion b. 93 


art in Heaven, Give me Grace to keep thy Com- 


mandments, ſince without this, Circumciſion is no- 
thing, and Uncircumcifion is nothing, If ever it 


| ſhould happen that human Commands ſhould 
ſtand in competition with thine, O grant that 
1 may chuſe 70 obey God rather than Man; and 
foralmuch as it is impoſſible for me to frrve two 
ſuch contrary Maſters, as God and Mammon, 
give me Grace, that abandoning the Service of 
the latter, I may entirely cleave to that of the 
former; and having done thy holy Will, and 
ſerved thee here upon Earth, may I at laſt 
through thy merciful Favour, and the Media- _ 
tion of my bleſſed Redeemer, be taken into my 
Temple above, there to ſerve thee Day and Night, 
in conſort with Glorious Angels, and Spirits of 
Fust Men made perfect. Grant theſe Things, O 
merciful F Aber, for thy Son' $ 2 275 to whom, 5 


e. 
5 4 . for Divine Knoulige, in order 70 : 


Obey. 


and Judgment. Thou art perfect in Knows 


lege, and knowest all Things : Thou art the Father 
of Lights, in whom is no Darkneſs at all, yea, thine | 
Underſtanding is Infinite. To whom therefore 
ſhould I poor ignorant Creature apply myſelf 


for Knowlege, but unto thee, O Lord. 1 am 


but of Yeſterday and know nothing, nothing in com- 
pariſon of what I do not know; nothing in a 


manner in compariſon of what 1 might have 


of 
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94 | FAY Devotions, 


of Knowlege which I have by thy Werd, abc 

7s profitable for Inſtruction, and ſufficient to make me 
or any other, Wiſe unto Salvation. 1 Bleſs thee that 
5 Light ig come into the World, but have Reaſon to 


be aſhamed that 7 have loved Darkneſs rather than 


Light: Tho? thou haſt given me Paſtors on pur- 


Poſe to feed me with Knowlege, yet have I not 
been ſo wiſe as to lay it up: Inſtead of applying ; 


mine Heart to Underſtanding, and crying after Know- 
lege, as I ſhould have done, I have evidenced 
mylelt a Fool by too much hating Knowlege. It is a 


Shame to me that I have not more of the Know- | 
lege of God, and that I have no more liked 16 
retain God in my Knowlege. I have erred in Heart, 
and have not known thy Ways, as I ſhould and 
wo might have done, but have wwolked on in Dari. 
. mſc- I have been ſotiiſb and brutiſh, wiſe lo do E- 


vu, but to do Good have had liltle or no Knowlege. 


7 have fuffered the God of this World to blind. my | 
Mind, ons having mine Underſtanding darkened, 1 


have been very much alienated from the Life of God, 


through the Tenorance that has been in me. The 


Things of the Spirit of God have been in too great 


aa meaſure Pooliſhneſs to me, and I have wanted | 
iſ. a Spiritual diſcerning herein. The Way of Peace, 
notwithſtanding thou haſt. in thy holy Word 
revealed it to me, yet have 1 not known it as 1 
might and ſhould have done. Seeing then I 
have thus ſlighted and hated Knowlege, how juſt- 


ly mighteſt thou pour out thy Wrath upon me, 


more deſervedly than upon the Heathen that know 
thee not, foraſmuch as it has pleaſed thee to fa- 
your me with the Means of Knowlege. Seeing 
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1 have been ſo void of Underſlanding under en- 


lightening Means, tho' thou mades? me, yet 


mighteſt thou very juſtly refuſe to have Mercy 


ußon me. Seeing 1 am ſo ignorant, notwith- 
ſtanding I have : enjoyed the Means of Know- 
lege, how juſtly mighteſt thou ſay with reſpect 
to me, let him be Ignorant: But I humbly be- 


ſeech thee, deal not with me according to my 


Sins, but may it pleaſe thee, for thy Son's ſake, 
to have Compaſſion upon me, who have been Ignorant 
and out of the Way. Do thou, O God, who com- 
manded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhine 
into my Heart, and give me the Light of the Kncw- _ 
lege of the Glory of Ged in the Face of Feſus Chrif. 
O ſeatter all Clouds of Ignorance from of my _ 
| Mind, and give unto me the Spirit of Wiſdom 
ond Revelation in the Knowlege of thy dear Son: + 
| Grant that the Eyes of my Underſtanding being en- 
 lightened, I may know what is the Hope of his Call. 
ing, and what the Riches of the Glory of his Inberi- 
' rance in the Saints is. Seeing Knowlege comes from 
| thee, O give unto me an Heart to perceive, ae 
Eyes to ſee, and Ears to hear ſuch Things as belous 
Jo my coerlaſling Peace. Open thou my Under and 
ing, that I may underſtand the Scriptures, and let it 
Ve given lo me io know the Myſteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Give me a Heart particularly to 
now thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
| thou hast ſent, whom 10 know is Liſe Eternal. 
Whatever elſe I am ignorant of, give me 70 
| know Feſus Chrift and him Crucified : Let the Son 
be revealed in me; let me know ſomewhat of tbe 


| Love Y Chrift which b Nuouilge. * 
that 
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The Ten Commandments meditated upon, | 


96 che. Devotions, 3 
that I may count all Things but Loſs for the Excel. 1 
lency of the Knowlege of Feſus Cbriſt, and let my 
Love to him continually abound in Knowlege and in 


all Fudgment. Open thou mine Eyes, that I may be- ; 


hold wondrous Things contained in thy Law and Goſ- 
Del, and do thou cauſe me to know the Way wherein 


IT ſhould walk. Teach me, O Lord, the Way of thy 


Statutes, and I ſhall keep it to the End: Give me 3 
Underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy Law, Let me 
not be left deſtitute of the Knowlege of any 
ſaving Truth. Give me, I humbly beſeech thee, 
a clear, diſtin, efficacious Knowlege of all ne- 
ceſſary Truths in Religion; and may I ſtill 2e 
following on to know, till 1 come to that bleſſed 
World, wherein inſtead of knowing in part, and 
ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly, which is my preſent _ 
Lot in this dark World, I may ſee Face to Face, 
and know even as alſo I am known, Grant theſe | 
Things, I beſeech thee, for thy Son's ſake, to 


whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be Ho- f 


nour and Glory, and everlaſting Praiſe, 


On 


„„ 0G prayed over, 


: 1. Thou 2 have No other Goch before me. | 


Leſſed God, thou haſt required me to have | 
10 other Gads before thee : But I have in | 


: er, Reſpects acted contrary to this thine holy | 

Will; I have not had that Religious regard for | 
thy Divine Majeſty which I ought to have had, | 
: I hays Realon W Heat it to E Shame, that I have | 
not 


not more defired the Knowlege of thee and of thy 
Mas; I have been too apt to queſtion thy Ex- 
iſtence, and wich the Fool to ſay in my Heart, there 


150 know thee, yet have I in Works denyed thee. I 


for 

had. 

have 
not! 


in Scripture Expreſſions. + 7 | 


is no God; at other Times, when 1 have profeſſed 


bewail it, O Lord, that I have fo very much 


| forgotten thee that formed me, and been ſo apt to 
* ſuffer the great Things of thy Law to ſlip out of my 


Mind. I have ſadly forſaken thee the Fountain of 


: living Waters, and hewn out to myſelf broken Ciſterns, 
+ that can hold no Water, my Heart alas has been 


too far from thee, and too much ſet upon other 
Things; I have ſpent my Time and my Money for 


| | that which is not Bread, and my Labour for that 8 
dupbich ſatigfeth not. 1 bewail it, O Lord, that 
there has been ſuch an evil Heart of Unbelief in 


me, cauſing me to depart from thee the living God; 


e and that I have no more made thee the Object - 

of my truſt and dependance; I have been apt 

to take anxious Thought for to Morrow, and have 

not cast my Burden upon thee as 1 ſhould have 

| done: There has been but little of tby Fear; O 
Cod, before mine Eyes, and thee in whoſe Hand my 

| - Breath is, have I not glorified as J ſhould have 

| done; I have not rejoiced in thee, O Lord, nor 

| ſerved thee with that Gladneſs of Heart which be- 

came me; I have been very unthankful far 

| Mercies, and inſtead of rendering unto thee accords = 

ing to the Benefits received, have returned thee Evi! 

| for Good, and Hatred for thy good Will; Like Jeſhu- 

run, I have waxed fat and licked 1 have loaded 

| thee with my Sins, whilſt thou haſt been loading 


| me With thy A 1 bewall it that 1 have been bn 
1 K ſo 
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ſo impatient under Afflictions, I have not accept. 


eld the Puniſhment of mine Iniquity, ibo' it has been 


eſs, far leſs than mine Iniquities have deſerved ; nor 
borne the Indignation of the Lord with that Patience 
Which well becomes one that has ſinned againſt 
bee. I have been very diſobedient to thee, and 
if in ſome Inſtances J have at any time obeyed 
thee, yet thou knoweſt my Goodneſs has been too 
much as the Morning Cloud, and as the early Dew 
which paſſeth away. I have been too ſecure un- A 
der the various Diſpenſations of thy Providence, 
not regarding thy Works, nor conſidering the Opera- 
tions of thy Hands, as I ſhould have done; but 
: notwithſtanding theſe, phos gone on after the Ima- 
FLination of mine own Heart, as if I had made a Co- 
venant with Death, and with Hell was at an Agree- 
ment. I bewail, O Lord, the Spiritual Idolatry 


1 which I have been ouilty of; I have been too 


apt to ſet up Idols in my Heart; 1 have been too 
prone 70 go out after Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry, 

and to make à God of my Belly; J have been a 
 taver of Pleaſure, rather than of thee ; and notwith- 
ſtanding thou haſt faid, Curſed is the Man that © 
— #ruſteth in Man, I have been apt to truſt in an 
Arm of Fleſb. In many reſpects have 1 gone out + 
after other Lovers, and have forgotten thee, O Lord. 
O God, I beſeech thee for thy Son's ſake, 
| let not thine Anger wax hot again} me for theſe 
my Violations of thy holy. Law, but have Mercy 
upon me, and incline my Heart to keep this thy 
holy Commandment for the future. Give me 
Grace 10 Put away all ſtrange Gods, and 10 ſerve | 
thee the Lord dd for thou art the Goa, 5 } 
. a n © 


Meditation of thee be Sweet : 
10 Lord, among the Gods? Be thou my Fear and my 
3 Wy pa the Sons of Men that ſhall be made as Grafs, 


82 
eee 
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© glme: Enable me to believe that thou art, and that 
 * thou art the Rewarder of all them that diligently ſeek 
Ißhbee. 
that ſo I may be at Peace. 
© followon lo know thee, and O that I may encreaſe 
in the Knowlege of thee my | 
O Lord, this Day to be my God; O Lord, trily 7 | 
am thy Servant, I am thy 
in the Imagination of the Thought of my Heart, to 
cleave to thee with full Fro, of Heart. 
thou art God, O grant that I may follow zhee, 
and give unto thee the Glory due unto thy Name; 


Stir me up 70 acquaint myſelf with thee, 
Grant that I may 


God! I do avouch thee, 

Servant 0 keep it ever 
Since 
give me Grace often 10 remember thee, end let my 
Ibo is like unto thee, 
Inſtead of being afraid of Man that ſhall 


may I be enabled by thy Grace zo fear hee, 


$ who art able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell. 
I deſire, O Lord, to ſubmit to thy Will, 
make me willing 10 receive Evil at thy Hands, "" HEY 
dell as ] have received ſo much Good, convince me 
ho unreaſonable it is for 4 Swing Man to com- 

plain, a Man for the Puniſhment of his Sins. 


O 


Give 
me Grace to love thee with all my Heart, and let 


no Affiictions abate or diminiſh my Love to 


thee. Grant that I may love thee more than Fa- 
ther and Mother, and may my Love abound yet more 
and more in Knowlege and in all Fudgment. Let 


my Soul pant after thee, O God, and help me to 
3 aelight myſelf always in thee. 
prefer thy Loving-kindneſs before Life itſelf, } 
and may 1 be enabled to ſerve thee in 1 Glaaneſs of --& 


(tive me Grace to 


K 2 Heart 
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Heart all my Days, In thee, O Lord, do I put my | 
Truft, grant 1 befeech thee, that 1 may ever | 
truſt in the Name of the Lord, and flay myſelf upon | 
thee my God; I deſire to caſt my Burden upon the | © 
Lord; and altouys to abide under the Shadow of the | 
Almighty. Let mine Eyes be ever towards thee, O 
Lord; Stir me up 10 acknowlepge thee in all my 
Mays, and may it pleaſe thee graciouſly to dired7 my 
Steps. May I have Grace to enable me 10 fer 
thee always before me, and to walk with thee as E- 
noch did. Unto thee, O Lord, do ] lift up my Soul, 
be thou its Portion for ever. Enable me always 
to yield thee that inward Spiritual Worſbip, 
which is better than all Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, | © 
Give me a grateful Senſe of thy manifold Fa- 
vours to me, and help me from my Soul to Bleſs | 


thee for the ſame; ſtir me up to talk of thy Lou. 1 


ing · kindneſs, and enable me to glorify thy Name, Ly | 

bearing much Fruit. Grant that I may ever wall 
before thee in Truth, and with a perfet? Heart, my 
may do that which is good in thy Sight, Help m 


to follow thee fully, and to obey from the Heart 1 = 


Form of Doctrine delivered to me. I am very E 
| ſenſible, O Lord, that all ny Mays are before _ 


_ thee, and that thou pondereſt all my Goims; I make 4 


| | -- doubt but that thou who formedſt the Eye doſt | 


If at any time I forget thy Name, thou know- | 
20 it, or if 1 ſhould at any time firetch out my Hand | 


4 a ſtrange God, thou wouideft ſearch it out. O / 


that the Conſideration hereof may ſtil engage - 


me to acknowlege thee to. be the only true 


1 Tu. ingly! Amen, for Chriſt's ſake, 


God, and to Worſhip and Glorify thee accord- Y 


BY The 


2 


in Scripture Expre, ond. OT 


7 be Second Commandment. 


ce Lord, thou haſt inſtituted Ordi- 
[ nances of Religious Worſhip, which I 


| 1 have not (to my Shame may I ſpeak it) been ſo 


obſervant of, as I ought to ves been: Inſtead 

| of obſerving thy Infticutions, I have been prone _ 
to go a Whoring after mine own Inventions; J have 
been too apt to ſlight thine Ordinances, and 10 
ay, what a Wearineſs is it to ſerve the Lord? I have 
been carele(s in thy Service, and when I have 
had in my Flock a Male, I have too often wowed 
and ſacrificed to thee a corrupt Thing, How often 
(to my Shame may I ſpeak it) . 1 ſerved thee 
with feigned Lips, drawing near t thee with my 
Mouth, and honouring thee with iny Lips, «hen my 
Heart has been far from thee : When 1 have pray- 


| 5 ed to thee, I have often flattered thee «with my- a 
Mauth, and lied to thee with my Tongue, beconſe my 


Heart bas not been right with thee, Inſtead of 
making ſuch an ingenuous Confeſſion of Sin as 
became me, how apt have I been to cover my 
Tranſgreſſion with Adam, by hiding mine Iniquity in 
my Boſom? And when 1 have lought thy Fa- 
vour, I have not done it with that Faith and 
Fervour as became me. I have been apt to for- 


PR. Bo cc . ra Ate. 


get thy Benefits, and at other times, when I have. 

praiſed thee for thy Favours, I have not done 
nt with my whole Heart, and with all that 1s within 
me, as 1 ſhould have done. Thou haſt graci- 
- ouſly given me the Opportunities of hearing 
thy Holy Word, which 4s able 10 make me wiſe 7 
4 en 3 thou haſt not with- held from me ei- 
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102 222 Demtions, — 
ther be former or the latter Rain; but alas, how 
much more ready have I been to offer the Sacri- 
fices of Fools, than to hear thy Holy Word? I have 
not Yaken ſuch heed how to Hear, as I ſhould have 
;! _ done, and have been apt to let thoſe Truths _ 
lip which I have heard. O God, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, have Mercy upon me for thy Son's 
ſake, and wherein I have offended, both gra- 
_ cioully forgive, and keep me for 'the future 
Wl! from offending. Enable me to Woyſtip thee the 
1 Lord my God, and by that Mean to give Glory io 
1 thee in the Way that thou haſt appointed. Give 
" me Grace in all my Religious Worſhip, to af _ 
according to the Pattern ſhewed me in thy Holy 3 
Word. When I ſerve hee, O grant that I may 
obey thy Voice, and give me Grace to obſerve al! 
Things whatſoever thou haf commanded. The good © 
Thing committed to me in thy holy Word, help me 
to keep as the Apple of mine Eye, without adding 
thereto, or diminiſhing therefrom; and give me 
Grace to walk in all thine Ordinances blameleſs. 
Enable me to obſerve every holy Ordinance af- _ 
ter an holy Manner. Help me, I beſeech thee, 
nin the Duty of Prayer; Pour upon me à Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication; give me Grace therein, 
not only to pour out Words, but to pour out my = 
Soul; aſſiſt me always ſo by thy good Spirit in 
that Duty, that be Words of my Mouth, and the 
| Meditations of my Heart, may be acceptable in thy | 
| Sight : When at any time I acknrwolege my Tranſ- 
i | greſſious, and make a Confeſſion of Sin, graut that 1 
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G may. abhor myſelf, and repent in Dust and Ales; 
W' when 1 petition for Mercy, enable me to aſk 
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in Seriptare Expreſſions — 103 
cn Things as are according to thy Will, to pray in 
Faith, and to call upon thee in Truth; when I re- 
turn Thanks for Benefits received, let my Medi- 
tations of thee be feet, and grant that J may be 


glad in the Lord. Help me, I beſeech thee, in 


attending upon thy holy Word, which abideth, 
and will abide for ever, tho the Faſhion of this 


World paſſeth, and will paſs away z O let the Words 
of thy Mouth be fweeter to me than the Honey and 
the Honey-comb, and grant that I may dwell in 


thy Houſe all the Days of my Life, to behold thy 
Beauty, and to enquire in thy Temple. Create in 
me a Defire after the ſincere Milk of thy Word, and 
grant that I may grow thereby : Give me, I be- 
ſeech thee, the hearing Ear, and underſtanding 


Heart, that I may believe and be ſaved; enable me 
to receive with Meekneſs the engrafted Word, which 
is able to ſave my Soul, and let me be transformed pl 

| by it into thine Image from Glory to Glory. O let me 


not receive this thy Grace in vain, and grant that 
1 may not be a forgetful Hearer, but make me a Doer 
of the Word. Make me ſenſible how jealous thou 
art in Matters of Religious Worſhip ; and ſince 


thou art the Lord, whoſe Name is Fealous, grant 
that I may not provoke thee ts Anger with any Vani- 
ties of mine. 
mongſt the Haters of thee, leſt thou vifit Iniquity 
upon me, but implant thy Love in my Scul, and 

give me to teſtify the ſame, by keeping thy Com- = 
mandments, that ſo I may be entitled to that 

Mercy of thine, which is from Everlaſting to Ever- 


Grant this, 1 beſeech thee, for By Sons 
ale, to Whom, Sc. 


O grant that I may not be a- 


laſting. 


The 


104 5 Cloſer Devotions, 


9h Third Commandment. 


\ Racions Lord, 1 bewail it that 1 have ſo . 
often taken 15 Name in vain: How often 
rr thou been ear to my Mouth, when thou 
haſt been far from my Reins? How often have I, 
by a Carriage unſuitable to my Profeſſion, given 
_ Occaſion 20 thine Enemies to blaſpheme thy Name? 
How often have I with my Mouth fhewn much 
Tove, when my Heart has gone out after periſhing 
Vanities? How many vain Oblations have I pre- 
ſented to thee, and how often have J hed unto 
thee with my Tongue? J bewail it, O Lord, that 
1 have no more feared thy Glorious and fearful. 
Name, and that I have been too apt to ſuffer 
my Communication to be more than yea, yea, nay, _ 
ny, though thou haft ſaid in thy Word, that 
| what is more thon theſe cometh of Evil. 1 bewail 
, that I have ſo often taken thy Covenant into m 
Moth, and at the ſame Time have cf thy Law _ 
behind my Back; that 1 have by my Sins made 
mylelf le like the Beafts that periſh, and have 
deen far from walking worthy of the Vocalion 
<vbercunto T am called. How juſtly mighteſt thou, 
O Lord, refuſe 0 hold me Guiliteſs; yea, how 
juſtly mighteſt thou condemn me as a guilty _ 
\ Oriminal; but I pray thee, for Chriſt's ſake, re- 
move the Guilt which I have by my Breach of 
this Commandment contracted, and grant that 
I may no more profane the Name of thee my Gd, 
whenever I mate mention of thee the God of Iſtael, 
enable me to do 7 in Truth and Rightcouſuefs. 
Give me Grace, O Lord, to 7 55 Wer thee, 


and 


. 


— — * 
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and 10 Glorify thy Name; when at any time I. 
| think on thy Name, grant that I may fear thee, 
and when [ ſerve thee, grant that I may doit. 
" acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear, fince theu 
' art a conſuming Fire. 
ſelf reverently in Publick Worſhip, 
art greatly 4 be feared in the Aſſembly of thy Saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that are about 
thee: When at any time I Worſhip thee, either 
in Prayer or Praiſe, grant that I may lift up ho- 
Hands, and let my Heart, which is apt to rove 
and wander, be fixed. When 1 ſerde thee at any 
time, may I do it with all humility of Mind, and 
male me fervent in Spirit: Since thou haſt neguifß — 
e thy Word above all thy Name, help me to at- 
tend to it with Reverence; grant that I may 
bchave myſelf with all poſſible Seriouſneſs, when 
I preſent myſelf before thee, 7 hear thoſe Things 
which are commanded me of God. Give me Grace 
cover 10 fear an Oath, and whenever I am upon 


Enable me to behave my- 
ſince thou 


juſt Occaſion required to fewenr by thy Name, 
grant that I may fear thee the Lord my God, and 
feear in Truth, in Righteouſneſs, and in Fudgment. 


Help me 1% Vow, and to pay unto thee, the Lord. 
my God. Enable me o walk worthy the Vocation 
4 wherewith 1 am called. Since I name the Name of 
_ Chrif, grant that I may depart from all Iniquity, 
and may I never give Occaſion to have his Name 
 Blaſpbemed. Enable me with Well. doing to put 
1 to Silence the Ignorance of fool! iſh Men, that they may 


| be aſbamell who ſpeak evil of me, and falſiy accuſe my 


f ; | good Converſation. Let my Light ever fo ſhine be- 
_ wake tat they Heng my goo: W orks, may by 


this 


2 tt” N 3 
** 
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; Religious Time. 2 
Honour thee in thy boly Day, as I have been in the 5 
other ſix Days to do my own Work, Tho' thou 
| haſt upon a Lord's Day come ſeeking Fruit, yet | 
bat thou found little or none; J have performed 
| Sabbath Work very careleſly, too often bringing 
| that which was Torn, and the Lame and the Sick _ 


106 Chet Dean 


this Mean be brought to glorify 15 uh Father 
_ who art in Heaven. Hear and anſwer, I beſcech | 


Fees for thy Son's fake, &c. 


Je F. ourth Commandment, 


Weſſed Lord, in fix Days didſi thou make the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Sea, and oll that in 


them is, but reftedt on the Seventh Day, and there- 


fore didt thou bleſs and ballow it. And as thou 


didſt Ze/s and hallow it, fo thou haſt made it the 
Duty of thy Servants, 40 remember the Sabbath-day | 
10 Ins it Holy: Thou didſt give thy People Iſrael 
8 avbaths, that they might know that thou art the 
Terd. I Adore thee as the Sovereign Lord of 
the Univerſe, the Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
I Adore thee as the Redeemer and Saviour of _ 
ſinful Men. 4 
Son to die for Sinners, ſo for ra! ing him up from 
_ the Dead, which thou didſt as it began to daun 
towards the fir Day of the Week, in Commemo- 
ration whereof, tbe Diſciples came together on the | 
fir? Day of the Week 10 break Bread, and in Com- 
memoration whereof the Chriſtian Sabbath has 
been ever ſince obſerved. I have Reaſon to be 


1 Adore thee as for giving thy 


aſhamed, that I have no better obſerved this 
J have not been ſo careful to 


e . , 1 have been apt to be weary of thy | | 
Os 4 


7 
R 


mine 0Wn Mays, by finding mine cwn Pleaſure, by 


© fpeaking mine own Words, 1 bluſh to think that 
I have no more, in Imitation of thy bleſſed Ex- 
ample, ſan&ified thine boly Day, and therein reſted 
from mine own Work that inſtead of calling the 


Sabbath a Delight, the boly of the Lord honoura- 
bie, and honouring thee en it, I have turned away 


m Peet from doing thy Pleofure on it, God be mer- 
\ ciful to me a Sinner, and give me Grace for the |} 
future, conſcientiouſly to obſerve this holy ; 
Time: Teach me, I pray thee, to efteem the Sab- | 
' Bath an holy and honourable Day, and grant that! 
may ever remember to keep it Holy, May I be | 
endowed with ſuch Grace and Wiſdom, which 
| ; will teach me to put a Difference betwixt the Sab 
Bath and other Days, and ſuffer me not either to 
| ; violate thy Law, or to profane thine holy Thing, 
Keep me from defiling thy Sanctuary, and profa- 
ning thy Sabbaths. Help me to obſerve this holy 

4 Day, as a Sabbath of Ref, from all that ſecular 
Mort which is to be done the other ſix Days, and as 
2 0 Sabbath of Rest 10 the Lord: Inſtead of finding 
|? therein mine own Pleaſure, help me therein 7o do 
thy Pleaſure. May I never forſake the Aſſemblies 
2 of thy People, but incline me graciouſly from 
one Sabbath to another, to come to Worſhip before 
7 zbee. Enable me to call the Sabbath a Delight , 
: * and ince 6616 1 15 the td that foe Lord bath made, 


grant 
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> Sabbaths, and to ſay, when will the Sabbath be gone? 
Il bewail it, that I have been ſo apt to fl thy : 
Sanctuary, and to profane thy Sabbaths, J have in- 
ſtead of Honouring thee on thine holy Day, as I 
” ſhould have done, profaned thy Day, by doing 


_ 22 Devotions, 


| grant that I may be glad and delight therein. 
Since the Preparation of the Heart for Sabbath | 
Days is from the Lord, O give it to me when the | 
Sabbath draws on, and let me be in the Spirit upon 
ts Lord's Day. Grant that upon thy Day 1 
maapy attend upon thee without Diſtraction, and may 
li ſandtify it by working the Works of God. Since it 
i has pleaſed thee 70 give me /ix Days wherein to 
| Labour, and to do all my Work, and ſince it has 
WM pleaſed thee not to make me ſerve with an Offer- | 
ug, nor io weory me with Incenſe, let me not 
1 prove fo ungrateful as 20 rob thee of that Time | 
bi which 1s devoted to thine immediate Service. 
„ Help me to /an#ify the Sabbath, in conformity to 
Wt thine own Example, who the Seventh Day didſt 
ref} and was refreſhed; and ſtir me up to an I 
mitation of the Bleſſed Jeſus, whoſe Cuſtom it wwas | 
10 go into the Synagogue on the Sabbath-day : Give 
me Grace thus to honour him, who is Lord alſo | 
of the Sabbath. Since thou haſt bleſſed the Sabbath- 
day and hallowed it, fince thou haſt promiſed alſo 
to come uno thy People and to Bleſs them, when 
they meet to record thy Name; grant, I humbly | 
beſeech thee, that J may not forſate mine own | 
Mercy, either by neglecting to keep, or by pro- 
faning thy Sabbaths: But give me Grace ſo to 
improve every Sabbath here upon Earth, that 
bereby I may be the more prepared for that | 
_ everlaſting Sabbath that remains for the People of | 
God, Hear and anſwer, I beſeech as; for thy | 
Son's UKs to whom &c, | 
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Tu 8 
1 
e 


= | 
1 The F ;fth Commandment. = _ | 
ne 1 OST Gracious and Merciful Lord God, f 
* J have Reaſon to bluſh that I have 0 | 
l'? profly failed in diſcharging the Duties of thoſe || 
®Y * ſeveral Relations, wherein by thy Gracious Pro- | 
by vidence I have been placed. Remember not a- 
1 goin me, O Lord, Tranſgreſſions of this kind, 
but bave Mercy upon me according to the Multitude 
„ thy tender Mercies, and give me Grace for the 
or Time to come, to be conſcientious in the Dif. 
-h | charge of all Relative Duties. Grant that 1 
= may be ſabject 10 Principalities and Powers, and 


100 enable me 10 obey Magiſtrates, not only for Wrath, 
7.8 but for Conſcience ſabe. Give me Grace that un- 
ger the Government where thy Providence has 
' graciouſly caſt my Lot, I may dead a quiet and 
7 Peieaceable Life in all Honeſty aud Godlineſs : Bleſs all 
2% Chriſtian Magiſtrates, let Kings be nurſing Fathers, 
al aud Queens nurſing Mothers to their Subjelis. Bleſs 
and the Miniſters of thy holy Word, help *em 70 
* 5 abort, and comfort, and charge, as a Father does 
Wi Children: Give Grace to me and other Chri- 
1 ſtian People, to know them hich labour amongſt | 
458, to eſteem em very highly in Love for their Works | 
har | alte, to obey and ſubmit ourſebues lo em, as thoſe that 
4 watch fer our Souls. Stir me up, I beſeech thee, 
4 of (1 | 10 obey the Voice of my Teachers, and 40 incline mine 
Ear to them that znſtrud? me; ſuffer me not to be- 


| thy | 1 have myſelf proudly again? the Ancient and the Ho. 
Cy 7 1 nourable, but give me Grace 7o riſe up befor e  Þ 
| The N By Head, and 70 Honour the Face of the old Man. 


Srant that 1 may behave myſelf modeſtly to- 
| _ wards 


7 
U o = 
2 


110 Chet Devotions, 


(If having Parents, pray + thaw; grant that 1 


may never ſet ligbt by my Father and Mother ; 
give me Grace fo obey my Parents in the Lord, in 


Imitation of my bleſſed Saviour, who went with 


make my Heart wiſe, that by this Mean I may 


rejoice the Hearts of my Parents: Help me to ſhew 
 Prety at home, and thus to requite em.) 


(If a Parent, pray thus; I bleſs thee, 0 Lord, f 


wWards my Inferiors, dutifully to my Superiors, 0 


and affectionately to my Equals, in Honour pre. [ 
ferring others. 


his Parents to Nazareth, and was ſubjeft to them, 


for the Children which thcu ha graciouſly given 


Heart, and grant that I may not, by neglecting 


(If a Servant, pray thus; fince i it has pleaſed 


of all Honour, end be Obedient. 


auſtoering again.) 


rn Maſter, pray thus; 1 acknowlege thee, 1 
8 O Lord, to be my Maſter in Heaven, and ſince it * 
has pleaſed thee in thy wiſe Providence to make 
me a Malter to Lane grant that I may al- 

| ways l 


thy Servant, O let them be thy Children, and 
give me Grace 20 bring them up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord, to teach 'em diligently 
thy Precepts, and to 6ommand em to keep thy Way. 
Enable me to walk within my Houſe with a perfect 


of provide for thoſe of mine own Houſe, ſew myſelf 
o be worſe than an Infidel.) 


_ thine all-wiſe Providence to cat my Tot under the 
Zoe, grant that I may count my Maſter worthy | 
, Give me Grace 
to ſew all 200d Fidelity, and to do the Work of ny © 
Place, not with Eye-ſervice, but in Singleneſs of 
Heart, make me Patent under Reoukes, without | 


þ 
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in Scripture Expreſſions. 111 
ways give 10 my Servants that which is jus? gd 


equal; that I may behave myſelf gently towards 


them, and forbear Threatening, and that by re- 
{training them from Evil, I may put awey l 
quity far from ny Tabernacle.) 3 

(If a Wife, pray thus; give me Grace tog. 
rerence, love, and ſubmit 10 mine own IHfuand © 
it is fit in the Lord; let me be adorned <7 @ 


meek and quiet Spirit, and help me to continue in 


Faith and Charity and Holineſs with Sobriely.) 
(If a Huſband, pray thus; give me Grace 19 
live my Wife even as myſelf, and ſuffer me not to be 


bitter again her: Grant that I may give Hourur 
to her as the weaker Veſſel, and as being Heir toge- 
ber of the Grace of Life.) 


Whatever the Relation is to which thy Pro- 
vidence has caſt me, let me have thy Grace to 


enable me to diſcharge the Duty of that Rela- 


tion. Grant it, I beſeech thee, for thy Son's 


| The Sixth Commandment. 


CN Lord, thou give? to all Life and Breath, 


and ſince the Life is more than Meat, 


thou haſt graciouſly by thy Law ſet a Hedge 
about it, that Men might not be like the Fiſhes of 
the Sea, where the greater devour the leſs. I be- 


wail it, O Lord, that I have fo much /irned a- 


gainſt mine own Body: And tho' by thy Grace I 
have been preſerved from ſhedding the Blogd of 
others, yet to my Shame may I ſpeak it, that 
[ have been too apt to indulge ſuch Evils, | 
which by thee are reputed as Murther. Not- 
A OTA PE r 
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112 Cuſet Devotions, 


withſtanding thou haſt ſaid, that he Dt bateth | 
his Brother is a Murtherer, yet how apt have! 
been to hate my Brother in mine Heart, I bewail it 
that J have been too often angry with my Brother 
21thout @ Cauſe, and that I have been too apt to 
live in Malice and Envy, and to ſeek to avenge my- 
elf. I bewail it, O Lord, that I have had no 
greater a Regard for the Life of mine own Soul, 
nor yet for that of my Neighbours; I have 
evidenced myſelf to be a Fool, by hating and 
Ae piſing mine own Soul; I have by an evil Exam- 
ple done a great deal towards the cauſing ue 
70 periſh for whom Chrif died, God be merciful | 
to me, and ſtir me up for the future, to uſe al! 
lawful Endeavours to preſerve mine own Life, 
and the Life of my Neighbours. Keep me 
from. Ainning again mine own Body, by indulging | 
ſuch Sins as are deſtructive of its Health. Grant 
me thy Grace 20 take heed, lef at any time mine 
Heart be overcharged with Surfeiting and. Drunken- 
nes. Preſerve me by thy Grace from that Sor. 
row of the World which worketh Death: Keep me 
from thoſe Sins of Uncleanneſs, which tend 70 
conſume the Fleſh and the Body. Grant that I may 
not, by Intemperance of any kind, evidence my 
Hatred of mine wn Fleſh: Help me to keep @ 
good Conſcience, and i give me that merry Heart ; | 
e which aoth good like a Medicine. Keep me from 
doing any Thing that is injurious to my Neigh- 
bour's Life or Health: Since 20 Murthercr has 
iter nal Life abiding in him, deliver me from Blood- | 
Culllliueſs, O God of my Salvation. Give me to 
regard the Life of every Man, and grant that ! 
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may not, by committing Murther, evidence 

myſelf to be lite the Devil, Who was a Murtherer 
from the Beginning. Give me Grace 10 ceaſe from 
Anger, and to forſałe J/rath, Incline and enable 
me by thy Grace to ſupport the Lives of ſuch 
as may be in Straits, that by this Mean he Bleſ 


| . ing of him that was ready io periſh, may come upon 


ab 4 * * 7 1 - g FRE Ta. 2 * * WV.” 5 * 5 * 1 20 * 3 
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ne. Stir me up to a due Regard for mine own 
Soul, and keep me from wronging it, by finning 
against thee. Stir me up to regard the Soul of 
my Neighbour, and grant that I may ever fol- 
low after the Things whereby I may eaify others. 
Give me Grace to work out mine ow Salvation, 
and to contribute my beſt Endeavours to pro- 
mote the Salvation of others, for thy Son's bl ake, 

to whom, Sc. 


The Seventh Commandment. REY 
TOLY, Holy, Holy, Tard God, thou ort Glorts 


ous in Helineſs, and hass callec me not to Un- 
chants, but unto Holineſs ;, this 1s thy Hill even mv 
San#ijication: But I muſt confeſs with Grief and 
Shame, that I have acted too much in Contra- 
diction to this holy Will of thin e, and have not 
made it my Buſineſs, as I fliould, 7 mortify exe 
inordinate Affection, and evil Concups Jcence,. I have 
not been ſo careful to Pal my Pee Jin e 
tion and Honour, and to abſiatn from fililiy Lnfts, as 
became one that 75 @ Stranger and Pilgrim in . 


World. I have not kept myſelf 10 pure as I 


might, and ſhould have 3 but mg {\ufferes 
my "Mind and my Conſcience ta be ſadly defiled. - 1 
bewail it, that Inſtead! of turing away mine 


3 | ; ” | "0 


1 14 ; Cloſet Devotions, 


Eyes from beholding Vanity, as I ſhould have 
done, they have been ſo full of Adultery, I be. 
wail my too great Addictedneſs to Pride, Fulneſi | 
F Bread, and Idlemeſs, the Iniquity of Sodom, and 9 
that I have been ſo very much inclined to thoſe | 
| baſe Luſts and Senſualities, which whoſoever | 
indulges, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. I | 
dread to think how little careful T have been 19 
cleanſe myſelf from all Filthineſs both of Fleſh and 
Spirit; how little I have made it my Buſineſs 7 | 
wm, the Fleſh with the Aſfections and Luſts there. 
_ of ; how little I have endeavoured to keep under | 
my Boch, and to bring it into Subjection. God be 
merciful to me a ſinful polluted Worm, and 
lay not theſe my Sins unto my Charge for thy 
Son's ſake, neither do thou give me up 70 vile 
Aßfections, as very juſtly. and e thou 
mighteſt. 
IN beſeech thee, create in me a clean Heart, and 2 
renew a right Spirit within me: Give me Grace 
bhbenceforward to poſſeſs my Veſſel in Sanftification 
and Honour, and uo more in the Tuff of Concupiſ- 
cence, I preſent my Body unto thee, as à living 
Sacrifice, O help me to keep it Pure and Undefiled, 
85 the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. Give me Grace 
to glorify thee with my Body, and keep me from 
defiling this Temple of God, leſt by this Mean 
ſhould provoke thee to 22 me. Enable me, 
O Lord, to abſtain from Fornication, Uncleanneſs, | 
: e e Aﬀection, evil Concupiſeence, Chambering 
and Mantonneſs; yea, to flee thoſe Youthful and 
 Fleſhly Luſts which war againſt the Soul. Convince 
me A by thy A that the Boch: is % 
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ſor Fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the Body; and ſuffer me not by any bodily Ligſts 
to defile this Member of Christ, this Temple of the 
Iloly Ghoft, Give me Grace, I beſeech thee, 


to 2 Holy both in Body and Spirit, Prevent Luft 
from concetving, and ſo bringing forth Sin. Help 


me to make, and when made, to keep a ſtrict 


Covenant with mine Eyes, and do thou, Lord, 
turn away mine Eyes from bebolding Vanity, and 
quicken me in thy Way. Deliver me, I pray thee, 
from looking upon any to Lust after em, foraſ- 
much as my Lord hath faid, that whoſoever look- 
eth upon a Woman to Lust after her, hath committed 
Adultery with her in bis Heart, Keep me, I be- 
feech thee, from all that corrupt Communication, 
which tends to corrupt good Manners z, and let my 
Speech be always with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, 
Give me Grace ſtill to adorn myſelf in modeſt Ab- 
parel, and ever to maintain a chafte Converſation 
coupled with Fear, Grant that I may hate even 
the Garment ſpotted with the Fleſh, and ſuffer me 
not ſo much as 10 come nigh the Door of the Houſe | 
of the Alulterous Perſon. Lord, keep me from 


all thoſe Sins of the Fleſh, for the ſake whereof the 


Wrath of God comes upon the Children of Diſobedi- 


ence, and ſuffer me not to walk as the Gentiles 
 wwalked, wwho gave themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs 


zo work Undleanneſs with Greedineſs, for which 
Cauſe thou didſt in righteous Judgment give 


| 3 them up to vile Aﬀettions, to diſhonour their own 
3 Bodies between themſelves. Inſtead of doing what 
would render me an Abomination to the Lord, ſtir 


me up to Keek after that DP of Heart, where- ? 
; NE 55 


116 og : Ciojet Devotions, | | 
by. I may be qualified for /eeing thy Bleſe.? Face. 
O let me be a Veel of Honour, ſanfified and meet 


fer my heavenly Maſter*s Uſe, and prepared to every 
good Work, Grant theſe Things for thy Son's 


fake, that immaculate Lamb of God, who has re- 
deemed me with bis own mo? Precious Blood, o 


whom with thee, O Father, Sr. 


Je Eighth Commandment. 


% Lord, the Earth is thine, and the Fulneſ; 
thereof, but thou haſt graciouſly given 7! 


to the Children of Men. Thou haſt divided it ſe- 


veraliy to every Man, giving to each his Portion. 
1 bleſs thee for that Portion of good Things, 


which it has pleaſed thee of thine undeſerved 
Bounty to afford me; how ſeldom, to my Shame 


may I ſpeak it, have I looked upon myſelf only 
as a Steward of this manifold Grace of Ged, I have 
Reaſon to lament my love of Pleaſure, which 


'tends to Poverty, and my too great Indulgence 
ol Drow/imeſs, which tends to cloath with Rags,  I-- 
bewail my too little Concern for others, that I. 


have looked too much at mine own Things, and too lit- 
"tle on the Things of ethers; and I heartily lament 


it, if in any matter. 7 have gone berond, or defraud- 
- P | my Brother: J have Reaſon. to be ſorry for my 


Back wardneſs 10 relieve and form Mercy to ſuch as 


are in Want; that J have been no more ready 
10 Diftribute, no more willing io Communicate, that 

I have no more laboured, that I might have 37 
Live to him that neearth , and that J have too of- 


ten ſhut up the Bowels of my Compaſſion, when I have 


Ez Ven my Brother i in need. O Lord, 1 beſeech thee, 


WL 2 


— 5 A (> 


enter not into Judgment with me for theſe mine 


Offences, but graciouſly forgive me for thy 
Son's fake, and keep me from thus offending 


for the future, Deliver me by thy Grace from 


all that Drunkenneſs, that Gluttony, that Love of : 
| Pleaſure, that Slothfulneſs, which tend to Pover- 
| ty, leſt being Per I ſhould be tempted to Steal. 


Grant alſo that I may not follow vain Perjons, 
ſince he that doth ſo ſhall have Poverty enough, 


Since is all Labour there is Profit, and the T; Dorghts 
of the Dil:gent tend only to Plenteouſneſs, fiir me 
up to Labour, working the Thing which is Tod, 
that by this Mean, I may have to give to him that 
 needeth, Lord grant, that as I am commanded 
| and exhorted by the Lord Fefus, I may with Quict- 
eh Work and cat mine own Bread, May I be 
enabled by thee to guide all mine Affairs with 
| Diſcretion, and if it be thine holy Will, endow 
me with Miſdom, in whoſe left Hand are Riches 
and Honours: Whatever it has pleaſed thee of 
thy bountiful Providence to afford me, let me 


have Power 0 eat of it, and help me to honour 


thee with my Subſtance, Since I know #9 good in 


theſe outward Things, but for a Man to rejoice 
end do good in his Life, enable me thus to uſe 
*em, and grant that I may ſerve the Lord my 
| God wilh Foyfulneſs and Glade! 5 of Heart, in the 


Abundance of all thoſe Things, w Thich through thy 
| merciful Providence I enjoy. Give me Grace 


to deal Faithfully, and to render 10 all their Due; 
grant that 1 may follow that which is altogether | 
Juſt: Keep me from doing Unrighteouſneſs, ſince | 
all that doit, are an Abomination to thee : Suffer me 
R 5 „ 
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118 Chſet Deva, 


not to do IWrong, ſince he that 407% 2! Gall 1 receive 
for the Wrong done: let me never be to unjuſt as 
to borrow and not pay again: Let me never be 


guilty of ſo crying a Sin, as that of keeping back ; 


by Fraud the Hire of the Labourers : Since a falſe 
Ballance is an Abomination to thee, ſuffer me not 
at any time to make uſe of the ſame, Since 
 Thoſo is Partner with a Thief hateth his own Soul, 
grant that 1 may never give any Aſſiſtance or 
8 Countenance to any Fraud, Give me Grace, 
Il beſeech thee, 1% walk Rigbteouſp, and to fpeek 
Uyrigbiiy, to deſpiſe the Gain of Oppreſſion, and to 
ſhake my Hands of holding of Bribes, that ſo I may 
'  arwell on high, and have for ny Place of Defence thee 
i the Munition of Rocks, that ſo Bread may be given 


== Lord, that I may not only 40 Fuſlice, but love 
 Mergy: Give me Grace to relieve a Brother that 
is wwaxen poor, and fallen into decay, when it is in the 

| Power of my Hands to do it: Incline my Heart to 

| Pity the Poor, eſpecially ſince thy Word tells me, 


Loͤrd, and that which is given, thou wilt pay again. 


” - — 9 1 
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Z — ſhall reap ſparingly, and he who ſoweth bountifully 


_ thee, for the ſake of thy Son, who went about 
N good When bere upon Earth, and who makes 


ne, and my Waters may be pure and ſure, Grant, 


that he that bath pity on the Poor, lendeth to the | 


- Grant, I beſeech thee, that I may by Acts of | 
Mercy and Charity, be laying up in Store for my- 
elf a good Foundation again the Time 10 come, that 
I may lay hold on Eternal Life, Yea, O Lord, 1 
a. help 1 me in all Acts of Charity to abound, ſince 
thy Word tells me, that he who ſoweth ſparingly Þ 


| ; ſhall reap bountifully. Hear and anſwer, I beſeech | 


Kae n 


"BAR Seridiure Expreſſi . 115 
Interceſſ on fer Tranſgr ers now he | IS in Heaven, 


to whom with, Se. 


The Ninth Commandment. 


Leſſed Lord, I bewail it that I have taken 
no better heed to my Ways, and that I have 
1o often offended with my Tongue, 


ſeemed to be Religious, yet J have not taken that 


1 Care 10 bridle my Ti ongue, as T ſhould have done: 


The* a good Name is better than precious Ointment, 


yet I have not had that Regard for my Neigh- 


OO 
bour's 


others. 


a good Name to myſclf. O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


be merciful to me for thy Son's lake, and wherein 
I have offended, in whatſoever is prejudicial to 
Truth, or injurious to mine own and my Neigh- 
bour's good Name, help me to do ſo no more. 
| Set a Watch, O Lord, before my Mouth, and help 
me at all times to ſpeak the Truth to my Neighbour : 
| Grant that I may hate and al her Lying : Con- 
vince me that @ hing Tongue is but for a Moment, 
bat lying Lips are an Abominaticn to the Lord; 
and hat all Lyars ſhall have their Part in the Late 
that burns with Fire and Brimſtone. 


me, O Lord, the Way of Lying, and grant that I 


may never as Evil i in Us Reſpect, that Good may 


(One 


15 I fave: 


s good Name as I ſhould have had. I 
bewail it, that inſtead of honouring all Men as T 
ſhould, I have been too apt to backbite with my 
Tongue, and to take up a Repreach apainft my 
Neighbour ; too forward to revile and ſpeak evil of 

| I bewail it that I have no more thought 
on thoſe Things, which contain Virtue and Praiſe in 
them, and by that Mean endeavoured to ſecure 


Remove from 
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120 ä Devotions, 
come of it, Keep me, I beſeech thee, from lay- 


ing to my Neighbours Charge Things that he knows 
not, and from evidencing myſelf to be a Fool 


by uttering Slanders. Give me Grace to refrain 


from ſpeaking evil of any Man, or judging any Mam; 


foraſmuch as he that ſpeaks evil of his Brother, 


and judgeth his Brother, ſpeaks evil of the Law, and 
- the Law. Lord, grant that I may not be 


like the Devil, who ts the Accuſer of the Brethren. 
Prevent me by thy Grace either from raiſing of 


_ falſe Reports, or from going up and down as a Tale- 


bearer : Cloath me with that Charity which rejoi- 


cetb not in Tniquity, but covers a Multitude of Sins: | 


Grant, I pray thee, that whenever I am called 
70 bear Witneſs, I may evidence mylelt to be a 


faith bful Witneſs that will not he. Keep me not 
only from uttering Slanders myſelf, but give me 
Grace to diſcourage this Sin in others, and with 
an angry Countenance io drive away a backbiting | 
Tongue, Since a good Name is belicr than great 


Riches, grant that I may ſecure it, by doing 


_ Things of a gooa Report; give me that Faith 
_ whereby the Elders obtained a good Report : Put 
me in the Poſſcſſion of that Miſclom which makes | 
a Man's Face to ſhine: Cloath me with that Hu- 
nility which goes before Honour: Help me to have 
my Converſation honest in the World, and let my 
Light fo ſhine before men, that they ſeeing my good 
Works, may be led to Glorify thee. However, 


where the Praiſe of Men and of thee my God 


are inconſiſtent, may I be ſo wiſe, as to prefer 
_ the Praiſe of Ged, before the Praiſe of Men; let 


me be of the Number of them, whoſe Praiſe is 


wot 


himſelf is approved, but he whom the Lord commend- 


could fay that I never did; I wiſh I could fav 


in Scripture Expreſſ ons. 121 
not of Men, but of God: Let me be ſuch a One 
whom thou commende&, ſince not he that commendeth 


eth. Hear and anſwer in theſe ſundry Reſpects, 
for thy Son's ſake, to whom, c. 


The Tenth Commandment. 


Leſſed Lord, I Adore thee 9s the modi high 

God; the Poſſeſſer of Heaven and Earth. 

My Times are in thine Hands, and thou performest 
the Thing that is appointed for me, I am under 


Lato to thee, but have Reaſon to bewail it, that 


| have been ſo Lawleſs and Diſobedient. The. 


| Lato is Spiritual, but J alas am Carnal, and my in- 


ward Part is very Wickedneſs. 1 have been too 


| prone 7 /u# after evil Things, as the 1/raelites alſo 
luſted: J have ſuffered Lui too often Io conceive, 

and io bring forth Sin: J have been too apt to 
make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Lufts there- 


of. I bewail it, O Lord, that I have ſo much 
loved the World and the Things of it, and thereby 
evidenced how little I have lv, thee, I have 
Reaſon to bluſh, that tho? I am no! worthy of 


| the leaf? of all thy Mercies, I have been no better 
content with the Things which ] have received from 
bee. I bewaill it that I have been fo prone to 


envy my Neighbour's Welfare, and that mine 
Lye bas been too apt to be evil, becauſe thou art pod, 

Thou haſt ſaid, hou ſhalt not Cover, and I * ih I 
43 5 
as a Servant of thine once did, T have coveted u 
Man's Silver or Gold, or Apparel.” O Lord, 1 be. 
leech thee, have Mercy 755 me, and lay not theſe 


* 


T2: cher Devotions, 


my Sins to my Charge. Give a check to, and lay 
a Reftraint upon the firſt Riſings of Sin and 

Corruption. Root out of me all fleſhy Reaſonings 

and Imagimations, and grant that every Thought 


may be brought into Suljection, more and more, 'by 
the ſanctifying Influences of thy Spirit. Cleanſe 


my Soul from all evil Concupiſcence; help me to 
have my Conve ation in the World without Cove 


touſneſs.. Root out of me the Love of i 


 eobich is the Root of all Evil: Convince me that 
he hat loveth Silver ſhall not be ſatisfied therewith, 
and purge my Soul of this Evil; Iacline Wo 
Heart io thy Te ſt1monies, and not to Couetonf eſs. O 
grant that I may not by coveting Money err from 
the Faith, and pierce myſelf through with many Sor- 
__ rows. Convince me, by thy Grace, how much | 
7 better a little with the Fear of the Lord is, than 
great Treaſure and Trouble therewith, Grant me, 
© Lord, as to have my Converſation without Cove- | 
rouſneſo, i to be content with ſuch Things as 1 have: 
Teach me in whatſoever State I ain, therewith 19 be | 
22 Let Godlineſs with Contentment, which is | 


reat Gain, be found in me, Grant that 1 may 


: he beth foto to be abaſed, and how to abound. O 
let not mine Teart be evercharged with the Cares of 


this Life, neither ſuffer me inordinately 20 ſee 3 
zobat I. ſpall eat, or what T ſhall drink, Implant in | 


me an holy Indiffereney with reſpect to this 4 


Earth, and all earthly Comforts. Help me 19 


doeep as the I wept not, and to rejoice as th T re- : 
Joiced not. Convince me how unreaſonable a 
Thing it is for a living Man 10 complain, and 


kept me from Murmuring at any time, leſt I be f : 
ae eſtroyed, : 


in Seridture Bxpreſſ ons. © 123 
0 . frtyed. Make me ſenſible how abſurd it is, 


ior one that has received ſo much Good at thy Hands, 


o be uneaſy becauſe ſometimes he receives Eil; 


how abſurd it is, for one that has deſerved to 


have his Lot in the Lake which burneth with Fire 


and Brimſtone, to be uneaſy under any of the 


Allotments of thy Providence. Grant unto me, 
O Lord, a right and charitable Frame of Spirit 
towards my "Neighbour, and all that is his. 
Noot Envy out of me, which is the Rottenneſs 0 
the Bones, and which is attended with Confuſion, 


aud every evil Work: O cloath me with that Eha- 
rity, whoſe Property it is not to Envy, when at any 
time the Spirit within me begins to tuft unlo Env 
Lord, by the Power of thy Grace ſuppreſs the 
ſame; inſtead of envying others, give me Grace 

to rejoice with them that do rejoice, Write, 1 


humbly beſeech thee, he Low of this Command- 


ment upon mine Heart, and graciouſly incline mine 


Heart to keep all thy Commandments, for the 


Lord's ſake, to whom be Glory and Fraiſe now 


and for ever, Amen. 


A Prayer that eur Obedience my be Uni- 


B 


All Ah. Authorities and Powers, are ſubjef 10 
| thee, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head above” 
| all. Whatever it may pleaſe thee to enjoin any 
of thy Creatures, it is highly fit and reaſonable. 
that they ſhould do, and therefore I have acted 
: unreaſonably in oppoſing thy gracious 12775 | 


verſal. 


Leſſed Lord, thou art King for ever and ever, 
and thy Dominion 7s an everlaſting Dominion. 


1 
Cs cs A I” — 
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tions as I have done; tho? in ſome Inſtances I 


have at femetimes obeyed thee, yet I have not 
Had that Reſpeft for all thy Commandments, nor 


hated every falſe Way as I ſhould have done, I 
have been partial in my Obedience: If I have 


obeyed thee in ſome Inſtances, I have diſobeyed 


thee in other; I have been far from ſtanding 


Compleat in all the Mill of God, or from walking in 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord: 


1 have been ſo far from keeping the whole Law, | 
that ] have offended in many Points; and if whoſo- 


ever keeps the whole Law, and yet offends in One 
Point, is guiliy of all, how guilty am I? What a 
load of Guilt muſt lie upon me, if thou doſt | 
not remove it by thy pardoning Mercy; God | 
Le merciful unto me, and forgive me for thy Son's 
_. ſake, who was entirely Obedient to thee, and 
pleaſed thee in all Things; for his fake, for the | 
future, help me 10 walk in all the Commanaments | 
and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs; to abbor what- |} 
ever is Evil, and to cleave to whatever is Good, i 
cleanſe myſelf from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 
and to perfect Holineſs in thy Tear. Grant me thy 
Grace, whereby I may be enabled 7 ponder the 
Patb of my Feet, and let all my Ways be eſtabliſhed. 
Whatever is an Abomination to thee, O Lord, may 
1 utterly deteſt, and be enabled, by thy Grace, 
20 lay aſide every Weight, more eſpecially the Sin that 


|| eaſily beſets me. Grant me thy Grace to follow | 
{ii Thee fully, and whatſoever Things are True, whatſo- | 
ever Things are Honeſt, whatſoever Things are Fuſt, 
whatſoever Things are Pure, whatſoever Things are 
Lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Report, if 
ns i cares wed ee halt 2d 


1 provide for honest Things, not only in the fight of the 


in Scripture Expreſſions, 12 25 
there be any Virtue, and if there be any Praiſe, may 

I think on theſe Things, Grant, I beſeech thee, 
that I may never have my Mind ſo taten up 
«oth the leſſer Things of the Law, as to omit the 

 eveightier Matters, Fudement, Mercy and Faith ;, 
whatever I do, grant that I may not leave theſe 
Things undone, Make me Holy both in Body and 
 Opirit, and keep me from offending in Mord or 
' Deed, Give me Grace to abſtain from all appear- 
* ance of Evil, and alſo from doing thoſe Things that 

are lawful, if they are not expedient, Enable me 70 


Lord, but in the fight of Men, that by this Mean I 
may cut off Occaſion even from thoſe that defire Oc- 
} 5 ion, that they may be aſhamed who ſpeak Evil of 
me, and faſſly accuſe my good Converſation in Chrijz | 
Feſus. O grant that by J/ell-doing, I may put 19 
Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men; and may ] be 
enabled, by thy Grace, to keep the whole Lato, 
without fo offending in one Point, as by that Mean 
to be rendered guilty of all. Catz down very J- 
 mavinaticn that exalts itſelf 0gan8 the Rnowiege 
of Cad, and ring every Thought into Captivity 70 
de Obedience of Cbriſl. May I be kept by thine 
| heavenly Grace wndcfiied in the May of Duty, 
that ſo I may be B, and may I have ſuch 2 
' ReſpeT 10 all thy Commandments, as will prevent 
my being oafpamed either in this World, or in the _ 
World to come. Grant theſe Thi inge, O mer- 
| ciful Father, for by 8 Son's fake, 12 * hom, &c. je 
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126 Cloſet Devotions, 


4 e for Grace to fer ſevere in the Was 
/ Obedience. : 


Leſſed Lord, I Adore thee as ihe King E- 
ternal, Immortal, Inviſible ; the Earth, and 
the Heavens ſoall periſh, but thou, O Lord, remain- : 
et: They all ſhall wax ld as doth a Garment, ans 
as a Veſture ſhalt thou fold! them up, and they ſcall be | 
changed, out thou art the ſame, and thy Tears hats 


mm End, I own myſelt to be a frail, mutable L 


Creature; I am liable to C hange, EY that in 


__ the worſt Senſe; I am fickle and inconſtant in 
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my Love and Obedience towards thee tho! 1 
cannot ?c/iify againſs thee that thou haſt dont. 


any Thing lo weary me, yet have I abundant | 


Reaſon zo leſtiſy againſt myſelf, for being fo apt | 
to be weary of thee and thy Service; I bluſh to 
thipk how weary am apt to be of Mell doing, ane 
boo cold my Love to thee card; very prone Tam þ 
m forſake thee, 10 follow after Vanity, and to become 
Vain: Since through thy Grace I have come to 
know the Way of Kighteouſueſs, J have been very 
apt 70 turn from the holy Commandment delivered un. 
o me; I am too prone to waver in my Chriſtian 
_ Profeſſion, and to be moved away from the Hope of 
= . which J have beard ; liable to be led 4. 
way ty the Error of the Wicked, and 7o fall fi c 
. a 0WN Stedfaſtneſs. © God, be merciſul to me, 
and for thy Son's lake, uphold me with thy Hand. 
Help me to hold fot the Profe eon of niy Faith 
«without Wavering, to continue in the Faith groundea 
and ſeltled, to continue in the I. on of Ged, and of 
CG we ate cee he ſhall be ar, I may hat 3 ; 
acne . 
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an and may not be aſhamed at his Coming. A 


may I never grow weary of Well. doing in any 


Reſpe&t or Degree; may I never lo{e the Things 
which I have wrought; may I be conſtant zo do 


thy Commandments, and till J die, ſuffer me not io 
remove mine Integrity from me, but my Righteouſneſs 
enable me to hold faſt, and may J not let it go, 
that 6 mine Heart may not reproach me as long as 1 
live. Since I truft that through thy Grace, a 


good Work is begun in me, do then perform it until 


the Day of Chriſt ; and grant, that having in ſome 
good Meaſure eſcaped the Pollutions of the Werld 


through the Knowlege of Chrift, I may never be 
 emtangled therein, ana overcome thereby, 1 know, 
O Lord, it is not ty Will that any even of thy li- 


tle Ones ſhould periſh, and I know allo that thou 


art able 10 make any of em to ſtand; grant there- 
fore that I may be deliuered from every coil Work, 
and preſerved unto thine heavenly Kingdom, O let 


not my Faith fail: Let the ſaving Graces of thine 


holy Spirit be eſtabliſhed in me, that they may 
' prove a Well of Water ſpringing up unto everiaſting 
Life. Whatever Attempts are made by m 
| Spiritual Enemies, 70. Pluck me out of thine Hands, 


let ?em be fruſtrated through thy gracious Pro- 


vidence, O ſuffer me not to be 7. unpted aboue 
what I am able, and enable me to endure unio the 
End, that ſo J may be ſaved, Let me experience 
thy Love to. be an everlaſting Love, and let 2. 
thing be able to ſeparete me from it, Let me [+ 
perience thy Faithſulneſs, O God, by thy confirm MB 
ing me unto the End, that ſo I may be Blameleſs in 
| lbe as of " Lord 4760 US 2 Hear me here- 


ja, 
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in, and anſwer me for his fake. Now unto him 

obo is able to keep me from Falling, and to preſent 
me Blameleſs before the Preſence of his Glory with 
| exceeding Joy, to the only wiſe God my Saviour, be 


Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, both now 
and for ever. Amen. 


"of Prayer for Grace fo overcome Dificttes 


in the Way of Obedience. 


os Gracious Lord, thou art the God 
of Iſrael, who give Strength and Power 


10 2 People; and Bleſſed i is the Man whoſe Strength 
is in thee, I ſtand in need of thy Strengh and 
Power, without which I ſhall not be able to "= 
vanquiſh what Difficulties do and may attend 
me in the Way of thy Commandments. There | 
. Law in my Members warring againft the Low 
of my Mind; I find the Fleſh luſting against the 
Spirit at that rate, as hinders me from doing the 
Things that I would; Jam engaged in a ſevere 
and difficult Conflict, for 1 wreſtle not only againſt 

Fleſh and Blood, but gain Principalities, and a- 

gainſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 

Tis World, and against Sprrituel Wickedneſs in high | 
> Places.” My Strength is very ſmall, and my Cor- 
ruptions are very ſtrong; O thou Almighty Be- 
ing, I fy to thee for Grace, and Strength, and 

Succour, may it pleaſe thee graciouſly to afford 

itt, for the fake of him, who is the Wiſdom and 

1 Power of God to the Salvation of them that believe. 

Enable me 70 enter in at the ſtrait Gate, and io | 

Touoall in that nerrow Way that leads to Life, Give 

me Grace 10 [was out @ right * toben tt offends, 


e 
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' and to caft it from ine; to cut off a right Hand 
Loben it offends, and to cast it from me. May the 
Power of my Lord be great in me, bringing into 
Caplivity every Thought to the Obedience of Chrif. 
Let me be clad with be whole Armour of God, 
that ſo 1 may be able to fond againſt the Wiles of the 
Devil, and to withſtand in the erf Day, and having 
done all to fland. O let me have Grace to enable 
me fo to re/ift the Devil, as that he may flee from 
mne; and ſince this mine Alverſdiry goes about like 
' a roaring Lion ſeeking whom he may devour, may I 
be both Sober and Vigilant, Grant, 1 beſeech 
thee, that I may not be flotbful in Buff neſs, but 
make me fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, Give 
me Grace to labour after. the Meat which periſneth 


19 not, but endures 10 everlaſiing Life, and to werk out 
my Salvation with Fear and Trembling, O enable 


me 70 ſtrive again# Sin, to endure- Hardſhip as a 


Laood Soldier of Chriſt Feſus; and to fight the good 
8 Fight of Faith, Help me to run With Patience 


the Race that is ſet before me, and to preſs towards 


de Mark. May I at laſt be found of Chriſt in 


Peace, without either Spot 6r Blemiſh, O may. I, = 


| tor his fake, to whom, . 


4 Prayer reſpe&ing | our Ty lege. 


Sn O Lord, thou art a Cod of Rnotelege, and un- 

= derftandeſ all the Imaginations of the Thoughts z 
yea, thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts afar of and 
art a ſtrict Diſcerner of the Intents of mine 
| Heart; thou knoweſt the 7. bings that come into my 
Mind every one of them, yea, all the Things that 

ever 10 come into my Mind : When 1 conſi- 


der 
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der this, I have Reaſon to be horridly aid, 
upon the Account of thoſe numberleſs Evils 
and wicked Thoughts which I have indulged 


and given way to; I bewail it that my Wicked- 


Has been ſo great, and that the Imagination of the 
Thought of mine Heart bas been evil fo eontinually. 
Thou, O Lord, (to my Shame may I ſpeak it) 
haſt been but ſeldom in my Thoughts, and if at 
any time I have thought on thee, I have not 

had thoſe becoming reverential Thoughts of 


thee as I ſhould have had ; but inſtead hereof, 


have been apt zo Hint thee altogether ſuch a one as 
myſelf, Thou Lord, knoweſt my Thoughts, how that 
they have been Yenity; how that inſtead of Hf 
_ vain Thoughts, as I ſhould have done, I have 
ſuffered them to lodge critbin me; how apt I have 
been to entertain thoſe Thoughts of Fooliſtneſs, 
__ which are Sin, and which cannot chooſe but be an 
Abomination to thee; J have Reaſon, great Reaſon 
to lay mine Hand upon my Mouth, ſeeing I have ſo. 
often 7houpht evil in mine Heart, and ſo much 
indulged Thoughts of Iniquity. How apt have 1 
been to give Way to proud and arrogant, to 
angry and malicious, to anxious and diſtruſtful, 
co covetous and to luſtful Thoughts? O how 
miſerable ſhould I be, if thou ſhouldſt bring 
Eil upon me, even the Fruits of my Thoughts! But | 
thou, O God, art merciful, and haſt ſaid that 
if the wicked Man forſake his IWays, and the unrigh- 
F teous Man his Thoughts, and return to thee, thou 
ulu.ilt have Mercy upon him; O Lord, I beſeech. 
tthbee, therefore let all the evi! 7; boughts of mine 
2 Heart be forgiven, for his lake in whom it is 


that 
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that thou haſt evidenced Thouphts of Peace to. 
<vards us: O let mine Heart. be waſhed from Wicked. 
neſs, and ſuffer nol vain Thoughts to lodge within 
me; give a Check, by thine Almighty Grace, to 
thoſe evi! Thoughts which ore apt to 5 oceed cut f 
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mine Heart; caſt down, I beſeech thee, all ſnful 
Imaginations, and bring into Captivity every Thought © 
of mine Heart, Implant in my Soul an hatred of 
vain Thoughts, and grant that I may no more 
walk in a May that is not good after mine own. 


_ Thoughts: Let my fooliſh Heart be more and 
more enlightened, and let not thoſe Thoughts ariſe 
in mine Heart, which are diſpleaſing to thee m 
God, and offenſive to the Eyes of thy Glory. 
Do thou graciouſly, by thy good Spirit, ſuggeſt 
right Thoughts to my Mind: Stir me up 70 
think of thee, and of thy loving Kindneſs, O Lord, 


and may the Thoughts hereof be a Mean to 


excite in me holy and devout Affections. In- 


ſtead of indulging Thoughts of Taiquity, as I have 


E done, help me 7o fear thee, and to think on thy 


Name. Stir me up alſo to hint en my Ways, 


| and give me Grace whereby I may turn my Feet to 


iy Teſtimonies : Grant alſo, that I may think on 


$ thoſe Thins that are true and honeſt, that are juſt = 
and pure, "that are lovely and of good report, © o 


contain any Virtue, any Praiſe in them. Help me, 
I pray thee, 7 keep mine Heart with all Diligence, N 
and may I every Day, out of the good Treaſure of 
mine Heart, be bringing forth good Things, O let 
be Meditations of mine Heart be ſuch, as may be 


acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord my God, and my 


Redeemer 3 and grant chat in the Maultitude of ny 


7 bonghts 


1 32 Ch ſet Devotions, 


” Thoughts within me, thy Comforts may delight my |- 
8 Soul. Grant it for thy Son's ſake, to whom, Sc. 43 


"# Prayer reſpecting our Words. If 
[ OLY, Holy, Holy Lord God Almigh- 


ty, which art, and waſt, and art to 
come ; as thou underflanaet my 7, hong bits afar off, 


ſo there is not a Mord in my Tongue, but thou per- 
fectly knoweft it. When I conſider this, I bluſh 
do think how often my Mouth has tranſgreſt, and 1 
Have ſinned with my Tongue, I bewail it, tharT | 
have ſo rarely uled my Tongue for thoſe Ends | 
and Purpoles for which thou gaveſt it me: 
How ſeldom has it been employed in ſbewing 
forth thy Praiſes, and how rarely has that proceeded 
out of my Mouth which is good, which tends to be 
Uſe of Edifving, and which minifters Grace to the | 
 Hearers ? Tho? I have not refrained my Lips from | 
Evil, as I ſhould have done, yet have J refrain- 
ed my Lips when I ſhould have been ſpeaking of 
the Glorious Honour of thy Majeſly, and of thy wwon- 
 drous Works , when 1 ſhould have been declaring 
thy Greatneſs, ond uttering the Memory of thy great 
_ Goodneſs, How ſeldom has my Mouth Jpaken 
Miſdom, and-my Tongue talked of Judgment; and 
how unlike have my Lips been to the Lips of 
_ the Righteous, whoſe Property it is ts feed many. 
Alas, when I ſhould have been diſperſing Nor-. 
lege with my Lips, then have I kept Silence; 
and at other Times, by ſpeaking many infignifi- 
cant Words, have diſcovered divers Vanities : 
When I ſhould have evidenced Knowlege and 
Wiſdom by Jparing 5 Words, how apt has my 


Mind 5 
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' Mind been to pour out evil Things, whereby 1 


have evidenced my Fookſhneſs., 1 bewail it, 0 : 


Lord, that I have taken no better Care to keep 


the Door of my Lips; that I have ſo often ſpoke 


unadviſedy with them ; that 1 have been ſo boſly 


in my Words, and ſo raſh with my Mouth; that 1 | 


have ſo often let hat proceed - of my Mouth, 
which has defiled my Mind and Cee; that 1 
have uttered ſo many idle Words, notwithſtand- 


ing thou haſt ſaid, that of every idle Ward which 


Men hall ſpeak, they ſhall give an Account thereof in 
be Day of Fudgment, I bluſh to think how *} 
much 2 iſh Talking and Jeſting, which are not cn. 


denient, may be laid to my Charge. My Tongue 


I have not 2amed, as I might, and ſhould have 


done; it has been an unruly Evil, full of deadly 


Poiſon; 1 have often offended in Word and by evi | 
Speaking, how froward has my Mouth been, how |}q 
' perverſe my Lips, and how prone have I been to 
| ſpeak Evil of my Brother ? Alas, ſhould I go about 
do reckon up in Order before thee, the particu- Þ} 
F lar Sins of my Tongue, they would be more in 
Number than the Hairs upon mine Head; ſhouldeſt _ 
thou, O bleſſed Lord, call me to Account or 
my ſinful Words, I could not abide thy Judg= | 
ment: I muſt be condenmed and thou wouldſt be 
Juſtified ; but I pray thee, deal mercifully with 


me, for thy Son's fake, and wherein I have 


| tranſgreſſed with my Mouth, be pleaſed graciouſly 
to forgive, Give me Grace for the future, 20 


take heed to my Ways, that ] fin not with my Tongue, 


and to keep my Mouth with a Bridle : Enable me 
to put away A me a froward Mouth, and Per- 
N | 


v 


134 


verſe Lips to put far from me ; give me Wiſdom 
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and Grace whereby I may refrain my Lips jrom 


all Evil, and may be preſerved from that ii 
tude of Words, in which there wanteth not Sin: 
Grant that I may never provoke thee, either 
| by ee or Lying, to have a Controverſy with 


Deliver me from Hing Lips, which are an 


: . to thee, O Lord; yea, Give me Grace 
10 hate and abhor Thing. Deliver me from all 
that evil Communication which tends to corrupt good 
 Mamers; from all that filthy and fooliſh Talking 
which thou haſt condemned in thy Word: 
| Keep me by thy Grace from all arrogant 0. 
2g; grant that I may never be ſo vain as to le? 
mine ozon Mouth and Lips praiſe me. Suffer me 
WT not to wer grievous Words, which tend zo fir up 
lll  $S/rife, or to ſpeaꝶ evil of any Man, or to backbite 
_ with my Tonguc: Give me Grace to Bleſs and not 
| Curſe. And as I beſeech thee by thine 8 5 


I Grace to keep me from all Tongue Sins, 


be pleaſed to enable me 10 ſpeak aright : <p : 
there is @ Time to Speak, and a Time to keep Silence, 
give me Wiſdom to diſcern when it is a fit 
Iime to do the one, and when to do the other, 
_ Stir me up, that with my Tongue I may often talk | 
ef thy Righteouſneſs ; yea, grant that herewith I |} 
may often be Bleſſing thee, O God, the Father, 
Wi Thou beſt given ine a Tongue, O that I may Praiſe 
hh : dee herewith, and 2 Ki ocolege arig ht for the 
#'' Good of others: May I be enabled by thee to 
beat a Mord in due Seaſon, and fitly, which is like | 


Apples of Gold in Piflures of Silver. O let mine 
Elan be —— from Evit, ak 0 13 may be 
the 
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the better able to peak good Things, ſince 

out of the Abundance of the "Heart it is that the 
"Mouth ſpeaketh. Let me be as a Scribe inflrufied = 
for the Kingdom of Heaven, and may my Speech le 

always with Grace ſeaſoned with Salt, that I may 
know how I ought to anſwer every Man, Theſe 
Things, I humbly entreat thee, for his fake, 
who ſpake as never Mon. ſpake, and in whoſe Lips 1 85 
| thefe was not the leaf Guile; to whom with thee, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory, 
and everlaſting Pr alſe. Amen. 


4 Prayer for the Grace of Repentance: 


OST Holy and Bleſſed Majeſty, thou 7 
art of purer Eyes then to gell Evil, and 
Cant not lock ii pont lviguily with the leaſt Appro- 
bation or Allowance, I acknowlege myſelf to 
be a vile polluted Worm; my 7; ranſcrefſions 


have been multiplied, and my Sins do teſtify 


_ againſt me; mine Tniquities are gone over my Head, 
and they are as an heavy Burden, too heavy for 


me to bear: I began early to Sin againſt thee, 


and to rebel againſt thine holy Commands, has 


been wy Manner from my Youth up to this preſent 
Day. My Wounds ſtink and are corrupt becauſe of 


my Fooliſhneſs. How many vain and wicked | 


Thoughts have had a Lodging in my Mind? 


How many idle and ſinful Words have been 
uttered by me? How many wicked Deeds, and 


abominable Actions, have been done by me? 
I own that I have been a Sinner before the Lord 


exceedingly, and that mine Iniquities are more hun 
can be numbered: 4 am corrupt, I have done abominable 


— Mori; 
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„ 1 
Works ;, I have ſadly gone guide, and am altogether 
become filthy. My Heart has been, and is deſpe- 
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rately Wicked, I have drunk up Iniquity like Water: 


My Heart has been full of Evil, and my Way has 
been froward: I have ſhamefully abuſed thy Pa- 


tience, and becauſe Sentence againſt mine evi! 


Works has not been ſpeedily executed, mine Heart 
bas been ſet in me to do Evil: But to thee, the Lord 
ny God, do belong Mercies and Forgiveneſs, tho? I 
Have rebelled again thee, and as an Evidence of 
thy Mercy, thou now by thy Goſpel commands all 
Men every where to Repent, and conſequently me 
amongſt others. I know, O Lord, thou art not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but deſirous that all 
ſhould come to Repentance. I Bleſs thee for 
| thoſe Calls in thy Word to repent; that when | 
thou mighteſt puniſh me and others for our 
Sins, thou art pleaſed rather to call us to repent 
Wi of our Sins, in . of thy Mercy; and ſeeing | 
thou doſt fo, I earneſtly deſire to comply with | 
ſo gracious a Call; but foraſmuch as it is thy 
Wl Gift, I humbly entreat thee, for thy Son's ſake, 
0 give me Repentance unto Life: O that by being 
brought to Repentance, I might be kept from 
periſhing everlaſtingly myſelf, and might mini- 
ſiter Occaſion of Foy to thoſe that dwell in Hea- 
ven! Lord, make me to know my Tranſpreſſion 
and my Sin; ſtir me up to conſider and to think up- 
on my Ways; grant me thy Grace, that I may 
ſo judge myſelf, as that I may not be judged of the 
Lord, and condemned with a wicked World: O let 
mee neither belong to that Generation that are 
pure in their own Hes, and yet are not weſhed from 


their 


b 
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their Filthineſs ; nor let me be of their Number 


who ſay there is no Hope, and fo walk on after their 

own Devices, Make me very ſincere in acknow- 

ledging mine Iniguities, wherein Þ have tranſgreſsd 
againſt thee, the Lord my God, eſpecially ſince 
J am informed from thy Word, that he that 


covereth his Sins ſhall not Proſper, 2 whoſo confeſſ- 


eth and forſaketh em ſhall have Mercy. Give me 


to ſorrow for my Sins after a godly Sort, after ſuch 


a Sort as will be a Mean of working i in me an 
holy Carefulneſs for the future not to offend : O 


rend mine Heart for my Sins, and let there be 
found in me that podly Sorrow, which works Re- 
pentance to Salvation, not to be repented of ! Give me 
' to remember my Ways and my Doings wherein I have 
been defiled, and io loath myſelf for all the Evils that 
I bave committed. Work in me ſtedfaſt Purpoſes 
and Reſolutions not to offend for the future, 
yea, ſtedfaſt Purpoſes of keeping, for the time to 
come, thy righteous Judgments; and having pur- 
| Dpoſed, grant me thy Grace to enable me to per- 
Form. Enable me 10 caſt away from me all my 
Tyanſgreſſions, and do thou make me à new Heart 
and a new Spirit: Grant that I may put off con- 
berning the former Converſation, the oy Man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitf ul Luſts, and may 
I., being renewed in the Fear of my Mind, put on 
the New Man, which after God is created in Rigł- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs: As T have yielded ny 
Members in Times peſt Servants Jo Uncleanneſs, and 
10 Iniquity, unto Iniquity; ſo now I deſire, 10 yield 


my Members Servants to Righteouſneſs, unto Holineſs, 


. . 0 Lord, may it picake thee, lo give ne 
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Repentance, has I may recover myſelf out of * # 


Snare of the Devil: Enable me to Break off my 


Sins by Righteouſneſs, and mine Iniquities by Jhewing 
Mercy to the Poor: J am very ſenſible that it is 


now high time for me to awake out of Sleep, O help 


me, my God, to caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, 


and be pleaſed to put on me the Armour of Light, | 
make me thus truly Penitent, that by this Mean 


I may become qualified for thy pardoning Mer- 
cy, and ſo be entitled to that Bleſſedneſs, which 
belongs unto him whoſe Tranſpreſſion is forgiven, 


and whoſe Sin is covered, and to whom the Lord im- 
Wl Putcth not Iniquity. Hear me, I beſeech thee, 
por thy Son's fake, who died to purchaſe Par- 
. don and Remiſſion for all ſuch as are truly Pe- 


nitent, to whom, with thyſelf, Sc. 


Sate Wai en 


A FOR for Grace, in order to improve o. our 7 | 


Baptiſm. CID 


5 0 Lord, 'T have Reaſon to Bleſs thee, tac 


as I was born of Chriſtian Parents, ſo I 


was early admitted amongſt the Children of the 


Covenant, by the Ordinance of Baptiſm. I be- 


5 wail it, chat ſince I came to Years of Diſcretion, 
1 have been no more mindful of my Baptiſmal 


Covenant. Notwithſtanding the Obligation I 
F' was then laid under, of renouncing the Devil 


and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 


5 5 this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of 


the Fleſh; thou knoweft how contrary I have 
ated to this ſolemn Obligation, alas, I have 
ſuffered myſelf to be Jed Captive by Satan at his 
Pleaſure, and have too much evidenced myſelf 


to 
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to be one of his Children by doing his Mors; 1 


have too much walked according to the Courſe of a 
vain World, and conformed myſelf to the corrupt 
Cuſtoms of it ; I have been too apt to walk after 


the Fleſh, and to make Provifion for it to fulfil its 


Luſts. Tho! I was in my Baptiſm dedicated to | 
thee, yet how ſadly ſince have I alienated myſelf 


from thee? I became, by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, a Debtor to obſerve the Law of Chriſt; 

but alas, how have I caſt his excellent Zaws be- 
hind my Back? I have not been mindful, as I 


ſhould have been, of the Covenant I was brought 


into by this holy Ordinance, by which Mean FE - 
| Have forfeited all Right to the Bleſſings and 
Privileges of it. H aving deal. treacherouſly i in the 
Covenant of my God, inſtead of being a God to me, 
how juſtly mighiteſt thou come out "againſt me as 
an avenging Enemy: But, O Father of Mercies, 
map it pleaſe thee graciouſly to forgive my 
Breach of my Baptiſmal Vow, and give me 
Grace for the Time to come to obſerve and 
keep it. Convince me that Baptiſm ſaves not, 
as it 15 4 putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, but as 
„ attended with the Anſwer of a good Conſcience | 
'  zowards God; and Oh that it might pleaſe thee 
to enable me for the future, to keep a Conſcience |} 
 woid of Offence both towards thee my God, and to- 
 evards all Men. Having been baptized for be 
Nemiſſion of my Sins, O let me receive the Remiſoon 
e all my Sins, and alſo the Gift of the Holy Gho#, 


Having been waſhed in this Ordinance, let me 


be  uſtified in the Name of Feſus, and SanfJified by 


” the Spirit of God. Ong? been buried With Cerit : 


by 
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by Ba le i into his Death, give me to reckon 

myſelf Dead indeed unto Sin, and may I live no 
Vunger in it; yea, enable me henceforth to walk 
= hn thee in Newneſs of Life, Make me always 
* mindful of the Covenant I then entered into. May 
I have Grace to enable me t hold faf the Form 
of ſound Words, which my Chriſtian Baptiſm 
o»bliges me to believe. Having been baptized 


inio Chrif, give me 10 put on Chrif, and may I 


be a Child of God by Faith in Feſus Christ. Since 
I was then liſted under his Banner, grant that 
1 may behave myſelf as a good Soldier of Cbriſt 
Feſus, and fight manfully under him againſt the 
Enemies of my Soul. Give me Grace to 6 
Satan, whom I then renounced, ſo as that he 
may flee from me; may I be Crucified 10 the World, 
and may the World be Crucified unto me; may I al- 
| fo be enabled to Crucify the Fleſh with the Aﬀec- | 
' tions and Luſts thereof. Since I Name the Name 
| of Chrif, give me to depart from all Iniquily. 
: Having been made a Diſciple of Chrift by Bap- 
tiſm, let me have Grace to evidence myſelf a 
| Diſciple indeed, by continuing in bis Word. Since 
thou didſt then enter in!o Covenant with me, and 
I became thine, O make me Jruly thy Servant, truly 
thy Servant; and foraſmuch as I Was baptized into 
tbat one Boch, of which Chriſt is the Head, O 
kt me be a living Member of | it, and knit to 
all the reſt of the Members in true brotherly 
Tove. Hear I humbly beſeech thee, and an- 
ſwer, for the ſake of thy Son, to whom be 
Glory and nen Praiſe. Amen. 
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1 Oy Prepanatory to an Attendance « on 


Public Ordinances. 


God, thou art greatly to be feared in the 
22 of thy Saints, and to be had in Re- 


verence of all them that are about thee; and thou 
haſt ſaid, hou wilt be Sanfified in them that come 
nigh thee, and before all the People thou wilt be Glo- 
riſied. O that thou wouldeſt help me to Sandify 
' thee the Lord my God in mine Heart, and let a holy. 
 Feer and Dread of thy Divine Majeſty fall down 
upon me, now that I am ſeeking to the Habitation 
where thine Honour dwells : Holineſs becometh thine 
Houſe for ever, and ſince it does fo, ſtir me up, 
! beſeech thee, ever to follow after it, I own 
myſelf unworthy to zread thy Courts, ſeeing 1 
have hated Inſtruttion, and cat thy Words behind 
my Bac; but O how ſad would be my Condi Þþ} 
tion, ſhouldeſt thou deal with me after my De- 
ſerts, and baniſh me thy Courts: O encreaſe j 
muy Love to the Hatitation of thine Houſe, and the 
| Place where thine Honour dwells: Make me glad 
| when any ſay unto me, let us go into the Houſe of the 
Lord; let thy T: abernacles, O Lord of Hoſts, always | 
be very Amiable to me, and grant that I may 
| eſteem a Day in thy Courts better than a Thouſand, 
F However others, that are Senſual, and have not 
be Spirit, may ſeparate themſelves from the Af- 
ſemblies of thy People, may I continue fleifaft- 
h in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in 
| breaking of Bread and in Prayers. However, the | 
Manner of ſome is, yet grant that I may never | 
| OO! the ** mer with oy ith where 
Wwe 
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we may bear all Things that «were commanded. the 
Apoſtles of God, and where with one Mind a, 51% 
Moath, we may Glorify God, even the Fan. od 
Lord Feſus Chrift, Give me Grace to kecp 1 
Foot when 1 go to the Houſe of the Lord, and 10 Kg 
mine Heart with all Diligence whilſt I am in tt. 
May I be more ready to hear, than to Live the Sa. 
criſce of Fools: Help me to ſeek thee in due Order, 
that ſo mine Attendance there may be for 7he 
better, and not for the worſe, Give me to 29 to thy 
Houſe ith the Voice of Toy and Praiſe, and when 

J am there, grant that I may behave myſelf as 

in thy Preſence. Enable me to bring the Sacri- 
ce of Praiſe into thine Houſe, and in thy Temple to 


 ſpeak'"of thy Glory. Since I heave ſinned againſt 


thee, help me to confeſs 17 y Name, and Proy and 
make Supplication before thee in bins Houſe ; make 


me ſwift alſo to hear, that fo I may learn to fear 4 


thee the Lord my God, as long as I Live, O God, 


= 3 1 
De 


| 41 beſeech. thee, help me 10 pay my Vows 11 70 the = 


Lord in the Preſence of all thy People, in the Courts 


5 of the Lord's Houſe, and there do thou zeach me 


of thy Ways. Do it, 1 beſeech Pies for thy Son” 8 
ſake, to whom, &c. ” 


| 4 Prayer for Grace, in order to be . 


for a right Attendance upon God in the 


Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 


Blend Lord, J am infinitely indebted to 


2 thee, as for giving thy Son to be Sacrificed, 
ſo for Inſtituting a Fea to be kept upon that 


| Sacrifice. Adored be thine excellent Goodneſs, 


tor making ſuch a TT of fat FP for the 


8885 
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Support and Nouriſhment of periſhing Sinners: 
1 Blok thee for inviting me to come to this 
Feaſt, „e all Things are ready; 1 accept the In- 
vitation, but own myſelf altogether unworth 

re#be admitted a Gueſt at the Table of the 


Lord: I am not worthy to eat he Crumbs thet 
fall from mine own Table, how much more un- 
| worthy to eat of that Bread which is the Commu- 
nion of the Body of Chrif. I deſerve for my Sins, 
to have a Cup of Trembling and Aftoniſtment put 
into my Hands, how unworthy then am I to 
be bleſo'd with the Cup of Blaſing, which is the Com- 
munion of the Blood of Christ. I own mine utter 
| Vnworthineſs, but yet ſeeing thou art pleaſed. 

to invite worthleſs Worms to ) this Ordinance, I 1 
am deſirous to engage ine Heart to approach un- 

| to thee herein: O let me be qualified aright for 
| my fo doing, by the Influences of thy Grace. 

 Enlighten, I beſeech thee, the Eyes of my Mind, 

that lo I may be capable of Gifcerning the Lord's 


Body; and ſuffer me not, whilſt I Commemorate 


| laſting, Give me, I pr 
wards God, and Faith towards my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Give me to be reconciled to every offending or 
| offended Brother, before I come and offir my Gift. 
Help me to waſh mine Hands 2 — 5 that 


the great Sacrifice of Atonement, to offir the 
; Blind for Sacrifice myſelf. Stir me up 10 ſearch | 
and try my las, and may it pleaſe thee, to ena- 
ble me to Examine myſelf aright, before J eat of 

| that Bread, and drink of that Cup. Do thou, 0 
| God, Search me and try me, and ſee what wicked 

Way there is in me, and lead me in the Way Ever- 
ay thee, Repentance to- 


ſo 
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— 
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ſo I may compaſs thine Altar arigbt. Enable me 
to purge out the old Leaven, in order to my keep- 
ing is holy Feaft as it ſhould be kept. Create 


in me an holy Hungering after the Bread which 


is come down from Heaven, and an holy Thirſt af- 
ter thoſe Wells of Salvation which are opened, 
and out of which thou graciouſly inviteſt me a 
_ worthleſs Wretch to draw Water. With Dejire, 
give me to defire to eat the Lord's Supper, and like 
as the Hart pants after the Water-brooks, ſo let my 
Soul pant for the living God: Let my Soul Thirſt for 
God, for the living God, as a thirſly Land, Let 
the Deſire of my Soul be towards thee, and towards 
the Remembrance of thy Name. Open thou my Mouth | 
vide, and graciouſly fill it with thy good Things. | 
Give me to come to thy Table Hungering and 
 Thirſling after Righteouſneſs, and create in me ho- 
ly Purpoſes and Reſolutions of keeping thy Righ- 
teous Fudgments, O let me come thus prepared 
to the Table of the Lord, left otherwiſe when 
I come, I ſhould be found guilty of the Body and 
Blood of the Lord, and alſo eat and drink Judgment 


to myſelf. The Preparati ion of the Heart, as well as 


' the Auſwer of the Tongue, is from thee, O Lord; 

do thou therefore prepare mine Heart to ſeek thee, 
the Lord God of my Fathers, O do it for the ſake 
of him, who was the Lamb ſlain from the Founda- 
tion of the World, to whom, with thee, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be everlaſting Praiſes. Amen, 


4 Porn 


1 


3 44% © + wont 
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A Form of Covenanting with Gad, taken © 


from Chap. the gth. and 11th. of the Com- 


municant's Companion, and proper to be 


wo by any, before they come 40 the Lord's 


Supper. 


Weſſed Lord, tho? thou art Us 9 


] yet de pet thou not am; ſo far art thou 
: from deſpiſing us ſinful Worms of the Earth, 


that the Condeſcenſions of thy Grace towards 


us are wonderful and ſurprizing: That they are 
| fo, appears from thy Willingneſs to admit us 
into a Covenant Relation with thyſelf. I cannot 
but own mine utter Unworthineſs to be taken 
into Covenant with thee by Reaſon of my Sins. 
I have Reaſon to bewail my natural Eſtrange- 
ment from this Covenant, for I have been 4 
 Tranſereſſor from the Womb, and very much alie- 
' mated from the Life of God. I have Reaſon to be- 
wail my Backwardneſs to come into this Cove- 
nant; well may I be aſhamed to think how 
long thou haſt called and I have refuſed ; how oft 
thou haſt ſtretched forth thine Hand before I regard- 
ed; how long I have made Chriſt, that com- 
paſonate Saviour of Sinners, 70 fland at the Door 


of mine Heart and knock, before I would open 10 


Him; I abhor myſelf to think that I ſhould ſo. 
| long keep thee waiting, when thou haſt waited 
to be Gracious to me a Sinner. 1 bluſh to think, 
how diſagreeable mine Heart and Life has been 4 
heretofore to the Terms of this Gracious Cove- 
nant ; alas, inſtead of ſerving God, as I was early 
laid under a . Obligation to do, it has 


been 


— —— — ͤ — — 
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been too much my Manner from my Youth up, to (| 
ſerve divers Luſts and Vanities: Yea, tho' I have 
formerly expreſly profeſs d my Conſent to the 
Covenant &y giving the Hand, yet have I deſpiſed } 
ie Oath, in breaking the Covenant of thee my God. 

| Tho! I have faid F would not 7. ranſoreſs, I would 
not Offend any more, yet have my Tranſgrefſions 
been multiplied, and in many Things I daily offend. 
God be merciful unto me, and lay not theſe Things 
10 my Charge, now that 1 defire 70 join myſelf unto 
ee in a perpetual Covenant not to be forgotten z a- 
greeably whereto, I do now ſolemnly in thy 
Preſence, renounce the Devil, the World and 
the Fleſh, and every Thing that ſtands in Op- 
poſition to, or Competition with thee, O God. 
1 earneſtly deſire that my Covenant with Death 
may be diſanmulled, and mine Agreement with Hell 


may not fland, O Lord, my God, I muſt, own 


wth Shame, that other Lords beſi Jes thee bave had 

Dominion over me, whoſe Tyranny I do now ſo- 
ltemnly Abjure. Now that I return unto thee, I 
am reſolved to put away all ſtrange Gods. 5 
I do now Renounce all Subjection to Satan's 
| Rule and Government, being very deſirous to 

return from his Power to thee the Living God, 


and being reſolved by thy Grace for the future 


 Redfaſtly to refit bim. 1 Renounce all Compliance 
with the Wills and the Intereſts of the Fleſh, 
which is of the Earth earthly, and whereby I am 


We allied 70 the Beaſts that periſo; reſolving by thy 


| Grace no longer 2% make Proviſion for the Fe % 1% 
Vfl its Lais and that theſe Hall not Reign over 


Me., 


1 Re- 


= 36 
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| 
and Dependance upon it, reſolving, by thy 
Grace, no longer zo walk according to the Courſe 
2 59 it, nor to take up with the good J. bings of it as 


in den pet Expreſſ ns: In, 
1 Renounce all Conformity to this World, 


my Conſolation and Reward. Ts 
1 do now folemnly own my Willingneſs ah 


5 Deſire to receive the Lord Jeſus Christ, as he is 
offered to me in the Goſpel. T heartily conf at 
to the Grace of Chriſt, and accept of Salvation 
in his own Way, whereby Boaſting is for ever ex- 


cluded; inſtead of going about to eſtabliſo mine on 


| Righteouſneſs, by pleading not Guilty, I own 
my Guilt, and am very deſirous to ſubmit to the 
Riobreouſmeſ; of God by Faith : Thou haſt declared, 


by Voice from Heaven, Chriſt to be thy beloved Son, ; 


in whom thou art well-pleaſed, and IT have abun- 
| dant Reaſon to ſay, be ig my beloved Saviour, in 
whom Fam well-pleaſed. 


EF do alſo heartily conſt to the Government : 


: of Chriſt, and am willing to accept the Salva- | 
tion upon His own Terms, I am content to re- 
ceèive him, not only as a Prieſt to Juſtify and Save 


me, but as a Priest upon his Throne, to Rule and 


' Govern me: J am defirous to be ſaved from my 


Sins, and never expect to be faved in them; 


| ſeeing Chri# is the Author of Eternal Salvation is 
Hoſe only that obey, I am willing ang. deſirous to 

Is become his Obedient Servant. — 
IT reſign and give up myſelf to thee, 0 God, PM 
in and through Chriſt, being encouraged by 1 
| thy Mercies to preſent my Boch and Soul as a living 
| Sacrifice unto thee. 1 Dedicate and Devote myſelt 
| to, thee, to be to thee for a Name, and for 4 


JF 
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 Praife, and for 4 Glory, reſolving that as all 
Things are of thee and from thee, ſo it ſhall al- 
ways be my Endeavour, that in all Things thou 
Halt be Glorified through Jeſus Cbriſt. 1 am will- 
ing and deſirous to Taken myſelf to the ſancti- 
tying Power of thine holy Spirit. I bid the 
? bleſſed Spirit welcome into mine Heart, and 
| tho? he come as 4 Spirit of Judgment, and a 


Soap, yet bleſſed 15 he that cometh in the Name of the 
Tord. I am willing to ſubmit to the diſpoſing 
Power of thy Providence; Father thy Will be 
lone, not as I will, but as thou wilt; J am con- 
cent that thou ſhouldeſt do with me and mine, 
„ ſeemeth good unto thee, Oh that I were more 


po! I am willing and deſirous to ſubmit to the 
WH commanding Power of thy Law, reſolving by 
Wl thy Grace, at all that the Lord ſhall ſay unto me, 
I will do, and be Obedient. I am willing to bind 


: myſelf out from all Sin; What have J to do any 


mare with Idols? I am reſolved that Sin ſhall not 


Reign any more in 


my Mortal Body, that I ſpould 


1 | | Afelf ever to maintain a War, with whatever 
n Wars again} my Soul; 1 will particularly make it 


my Buſineſs to keep myſelf Innocent from thoſe 
Wl great Tranſgreſſions, which ſhould I be guilty of, 
would give too great Occaſion to the Enemies ot 
the Lord 10 blaſpheme that worthy Name by which 
IT am called. I am reſolved to evidence my LUy- 
rigbineſß, by giving Diligence to keep myſelf from 32 
mine own Jniquity, and by watching againſt that 
Vun * het 9 88 bas 10g 0 ly __ me, 1 will 


ma ke 


Spirit of Burning, as a Refiner's Fire, and Fuller's 


obey it in the Luſis thereof ; I do here engage my- 
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make it my careful Endeavour, 70 Main from 
all Appearance of Evil, I am reſolved 10 have 1 
Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 


 mweither will 7 he a Partaker of other Men's Sins; I 
will give Diligence to ſave myſelf from this unto- 
ward Generation; I will not walk in the Counſel of 

' the Ungodly, ner ftand in the Way of Sinners, neither 

weill If with the Wicked ; let all Workers of Iniqui- 

ty depart from me, for I am reſolved to keep the 

Commandments of my God, And as I do now ſo-ꝛ 

lemnly bind myſelf out from all Sin, fo I do in 


like ſolemn Manner bind myſelf to all Duty; 


thou art my God, I will therefore walk in thy Name, 


and keep thy Righteous Judgments : I do now ſin- 
cerely engage to make Religion my Buſineſs z. 


however heretofore I may have trifled, hence- 
forward I will mind Religion, as the Onz Thing 
r eeaful, and not be flothful in the Buſi neſs of it, but 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. I will ever 
make Conſcience of inſide Godlineſs, as know- 
ing that he, and be only is a Chriſtian, that is one 
| inwardy; and he only is an acceptable J/orſhip | 
per of God, who Worſhips him in Spirit, It ſhall 
be my conſtant Care, to live a Life of Commu- 
nion with thee; I purpoſe zo ſet thee,. the Lord, 
always before me, and to walk with thee in all boly 925 
Converſation. I am reſolved to keep Heaven in 
mine Eye, and to take up with nothing ſhort 
bofit; I will ever have a reſpect to the Necompenſe 
„ Reward laid up for the Faithful, and forgetting 
\ the Things that are behind, it ſhall be my cont - 
nua! Care to be preſſing towards the Mark is te 
Prize of mine high Calling, 
„„ OR RIO tam 
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I am fully purpoſed by thy Grace, to abide- 
by this Covenant which I now enter into, as. 
long as I live, and to live up to it: £ will cleave. 
unto thee, and ſerve thee,.O. Lord. I am reſolved. 
to ſerve thee for ever, and will never go out Jree 
From thy Service; I. join myſelf io thee in a perpetual. 


| Covenant, and will never depart from thee as long as. 

I live. Lord, I am: bent upon following thee: 
 zobitherſoever thou gest; tho" I ſhould die for thee, 
Z Jt 1] I not deny thee : None of theſe Things move: 


I do rely upon the Righteouſneſs and. 
5 Strenarh of the Lord Jeſus in all this :.I. readily: 


acknowlege that mine own Hands are not fufficient: 


For theſe Things, but I can do all Things through. 


| Chrifi ſtrengthening me. Now therefore, O. God, 
Firengiben my Hands; yea, let me be ftreng tbened. N 
| with all Might by thy Spirits Be ſurety for thy Ser- 
| want for goed: Jam too much oppreſs'd with the 
1 2 of Corruption, O. do thou undertake for 
8 Accept of me and of this Dedication of 


25 elf through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who by: 


Aa: : Offiring hath Perfected for ever all them that are. 
| Zandt ied. To whom, with thee,. O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory, 
| Might, Majeſty and Dominion, from this Time, 

= henceforth and- for evermore. Amen, and Amen. 


4 Prayer for. 4 Gracious Frame of Soul, 0 


oben at the Table of t the Lord. 


Racious Lord, Lam now. purpoſing to 5. 


| AF proach thee at thy Table, to which I am ; 
an invited, tho” a very unworthy Gueſt; pardon 
me, 1 pray thee, wherein I am not clan accord- 


ing 
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0 to the Purification of the Sanuary, and more 
and more prepare my Soul: for waiting upon 
thee there. Grant that I may draw near to thee 
with a true Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith, hav- 
ing mine Heart ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, 
and my Body wafhea, as it were, with pure Water. 
When 1 am at thy Table,. O let not vain 
Thoughts lodge in my Soul, but: let mine Heart be fix 
ed, let mine Heart be fixed. E defire that then e 
Power of the Higheft may overſhadow me. Awake 
O Nerth-wind,. and come thou South; and blow upon 
my Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow forth, . 
and then let my beloved come into his Garden, and 


eat his pleaſant Fruits. Give me now, I beſeech 


thee, Juch Things as I have need of again} the 


Feat; that Knowlege, without which I can- 


not diſcern the Lord's Body; ; that: Faith, without 
which I. cannot receive Christ, ſo as to have him 
dell in mine Heart; that Sorrow for Sin and 


Repentance, without which: Cbri will not te 


Precious to me; that holy Love, without which 
J am utterly; unfit and indiſpoſed to taſte the 
Fruits of my. Redeemer's Love :: And grant, 
that when. I am at thy Table, theſe Divine 

| Graces may, be brought forth into Act and Ex- 
erciſe. Stir me up 1% muſe: upon Divine and 
Spiritual Objects, 24% mine Heart be bot within me, 
and whilſt I am Miſing, a. holy Fire begin to burn in 
ny Soul. Seeing I am now about. 1% /it with the 
Ruler of Rulers, give me to conſider diligently what 


is before me, that ſo when I am Sitting with. Il 


him, I may not be unfurniſhed with proper 
5 Matter for ſerious and devout Meditation; „ Or 


by : 
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by Dan unworthy Participation of the Bread and | * 
Wine in the Sacrament, Crucify the Lord Feſus | 
afreſh, Grant that I may go forth 70 this Ordi- 
nance Weeping, bearing the precious Seed of godly 
Sorrow for Sin; that ſo ] may come again rejoicing” | 
in God, and bringing the Sheaves of Covenant 
hleſſings along with me. Give me to loo on 
bim, whom by my Sins I have pierced, and mourn © 
On, let my Soul: be exceeding Sorrowful for my 
= Sins, when J conſider how the Soul of the Re- 
deemer was exceeding Sorrowful unio Death by 
_ reaſon of the ſame! Break, O God, my flinty,. 
hard, rocky Heart, that fo may weep for my 
Sins, and be in Bitterneſs for em, as one that is in 
Bitterneſs for a firft Born, or an only Son, Let the | 
Sightof a broken Saviour, be a Mean of break- | 
ing mine Heart thus for Sin. When J remember 
tbe dying of the Lord Feſus, give me lo loath myſelf 
or the Evils, the many Evils which I have com- 
mitted: When thou ſheweſt thyſelf pacified to- 
wards me, may I then remember my Sins and be 
ghhamed, yea, even confounded. Let it rend mine 
Heart 10 confider bow gracious thou art. Give me, 
when I fit down with thee at thy Table, - to fee 
Sow evil and bitter a Thing Sin is, which when it 
| was impoſſible that the Blood of Bulls and Goats 


fhould take away, the Son of God came to put away 


y the Sacrifice of himſelf, and then ſtir me up to 
form holy Reſolutions againſt it, ſeeing thou | 
ddt not ſpare thine own Son, but didft deliver 
Sim up to the Death for ſuch as me; grant that 
when I go there where Chriſt Jeſus is evidently 


| 5 Ke. . as Crutifed ales 2a mine Hes, I may be- 


bois 


- > > 


N 
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| bold both the Goodneſs and Severity of God, and be 
' ſuitably affected. May I then fee how Christ 
| loved me, and let mine Heart be very much affect- 
| ed with that Love of his, which was ſtrong as 
| Death, and which many Waters could not quench : 
Make me then ſenſible of the Worth of my 
Soul, which was not redeemed with Corruptible 
| Things, ſuch as Silver and Gold, but with the pre- 
| cious Blood of the Son of God; and may I from 
| henceforth put a greater Value upon it, than 1 
have done, When I fit before thee at thy Ta- 
ble, may I behold thy Beauty, may I, as ina Glaſs, 
_ behold the Glory of God, in the Face of Feſus Chriſt 3 
may I then ſee % Power and Glory; give me 
| Grace to ftir up myſelf to take bold on thee, and 
in Szncerity to avouch thee the Lord for my God. "BN 
When J am with Jeſus at his Table, O let mine 
Heart then burn within me, and be pleaſed 10 life 
up the Light of thy gracious Countenance upon me, 
which will put true Gladneſs into mine Heart. E. 
nable me then 10 reoice in the Lord, and to eat 
the Spiritual Meat there with Gladneſs, praiſing thy 
Name: O give me to eat this Bread with Foy, 
aud to drink this Wine with a merry Heart, and do 
thou graciouſly accept my Work, Make me to. 
remember the Love of Christ more than Wine, and 
may J then evidence myſelf to be of the Num- 
ber of the Children of Zion, by being Foyful in this 
my King. Give me then to delight myſelf in the 
Lord, and grant unto me the Deſire of mine Heart. 
O let my Soul in this Ordinance return unto thee 
as 10 its Ref, yea, let my weary Soul ref isſelf 
in Chriſt: Help me then 70 ca my Burthen mw | 


inflicted upon me. 


From me. 
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him, who is able 10 2 Main, who is mighty to hos: 


and who has promiſed in no wiſe to cat out whoever 
| comes to him. Let it be the Day of mine Eſpouſals 
| 20. the Lord, and then it will be the Day of the 
| Gladneſs of mine Heart. 
ſay, my Beloved is mine, and J] am his! O grant 
that I may for his ſake, to whom with thyſelf, 
and Holy Spirit, be everlaſting Praiſes. 


: A Prayer for an Intereſt in ſuch Spiritual 
Benefits, as God is wont ro 2 ans pou 


How glad ſhall I be to 


Amen. 


MW 285 Recervers, 


OST Gracious id Merciful Father, I 
muſt own mine utter Unworthineſs to 


partake of thoſe Divine Bleſſings, which I no- 
come to ſue for, at thine Hands: Nay, if I had 
my Deſerts, Judgments of all kinds muſt be 
I. have by manifold Sins 
grieved thine Holy Spirit, and therefore thou 
 mighteſt very juſtly zake away thine Holy Spirit 
= I have coalked in the Blindneſs of my 
Mind, and therefore thou mighteſt juſtly give 
me up to ſuch Blindneſs of my Mind, that ſeeing 1 
might ſee and not underſtand: J have indulged vile 
Alfeckions, and have done thoſe Things which are 
not convenient, and therefore I deſerve to be gi- | 
ven up z9 wile Aﬀettions, 10 a reprobate Senſe, and 
to do fuch Things as are not convenient: I have lend 
a ready Ear to the curſed Suggeſtions of Satan, | 
and therefore it were juſt in thee to give me up 
to his Power, till he had brought me into the 
ſame State of Condemnation with himſelf : 
l light of. 1 the Promiſes of. the a . 


I have 


in e Expreſſ ons. 155 


deſpiſed the good Land, and therefore mighteſt 
thou feear in thy Wrath that I ſhall never enter into 
thy Ref: J have walked in the broad Way leading 
to Deſtruction, and therefore thou wouldeſt do 
me no wrong, if thou didſt ſend me there, where 
the Worm dies not, and where the Fire is not quench. 
ed, J acknowlege theſe to be my Deſerts, and 
yet I am coming now to ſupplicate for the beſt 
of Bleſſings; I beſeech thee, for thy Son's fake, 
with-hold *em not from me. In Obedience to 
thy Command, I am going to thy Table, O 
let my Soul there be abundantly ſatisfied with the 
Goodneſs of thine Houſe, When I partake of the 
Feaſt upon the Sacrifice, may I receive the Atone- 
nent: When I drink of that Blood which was 
ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins, ſay unto me, be of good | 
Cheer, thy Sins are forgiven thee, O thou Who 
| haſt diſcovered Thoughts of Peace to Sinners, in 
giving thy Son to die for *em, and who createſt 
the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, be pleaſed to peak 
Peace io my Soul, then, when I am Sitting among 
thy People, whom thou haſt promiſed to bleſs 
with Peace. May that Light which is fown for 
the Righteour, and that Gladneſs which is ſown for 
the Upright in Heart, ſhine upon my Soul. Since 
.. |Chriſt did redeem from the Curſe of the Law, in 
4 lorder to this, that we Sinners might receive he 
» Adoption of Sons; O let me have a comfortable 
„ [Senſe of this Bleſſed Privilege, then, when 1 
p commemorate his redeeming Love: Then, when 
e I eat that Bread, which is Childrens Bread, may 
& experience ſome ſweet Aſſurances of thine a- 
BY Lopong Love. in receiving the Sacrament, O 


7s 1 that 
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ceive thoſe Graces and Comforts of the Spirit, 
which may be as tbe Earneſt of the heavenly Inhe- 
rilance; may I receive ſome Aſſurances of my 
belonging to that /iitle Flock, to whom it is thy 
good Pleaſure to give the Kingdom; that by this 
Mean I may have ftrong Conſolation, who am fled 
for Refuge, to lay hold upon the Hope ſet before me. 
Grant, I beſeech thee, that mine Eating and 
Drinking at thy Table here below, may be a 
comfortable Pledge of mine Eating and Drinking 
at thy Table in thy Kingdom... May I experience 


this Holy Ordinance to be ſtrengthening and 


_ refreſhing to my Soul; Let the Bread flirenpthen, 


= and the Wine make glad mine Heart: When I feed 
it upon the Body and Blood of Chriſt, may I ex- 
Perience his Fleſb to be Meat indeed, and his Blood] 
i to be Drink indeed, and may I ſo eat his Fleſh, 

i vim; & 
give me to „ii under thy Shadow with 8 and 
et me find thy Fruit feeet to my Taſte; ſince a. 
'' | Feaſt is made for Laughter, O that I might be 

this 


and drink his Blood, as that I may live 


full of Spiritual Joy, then, when I keep 


that 1 might alſo receive the Holy Ghoſt, and be | 
fealed with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe ; May I re- 


| Spiritual Feaſt : Ser unto me then thy marvellous| 


loving Kinaneſs cauſe thy Goodneſs then to paſs be-| ? 


fore me; give me thy Loves, O let me experience 
 Wiſdom's Ways ta be Ways of Pleaſanineſs, then, 


when I come to cat of the Bread, and to drink of 
=_:: the Vi ine, which ſhe has mingled; enable me then 
to rejoice in thee as my God and my Glory; as the 


 Healthbef my Countenance, and mine exceeding Foy : 
And let me ene ad Bemgnity to be better 


than 
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than Life: Say unto my Soul J am thy Salvation, thy 
Shield, thine exceeding great Reward, and as the 
Bridegroom rejoiceth over the Bride, 75 do thou my 
| God rejoice over me. Grant, I pray thee, that 
mine eating the Fleſh, and drinking the Blood 
of Chriſt in the Sacrament, may be an happy 
Mean of Chriſt's more firmly dwelling in me, and 
of my awelling in him, From the Fulneſs that is in 
Feſus Chriſt, in whom it pleaſed thee, that all Ful- 
neſs ſhould dwell, let me receive Grace for Grace, 
even an abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righ- 
teouſneſs ; let me receive Grace to help in every 
Time of need; Grace ſufficient to enable me to re- 
ſiſt Temptations, to keep me from Fainting in a 
Day of Adverfity, and to preſerve me from turn- 
| ing from after thee : O let me, for his fake, who 
is the living Bread that came down from Heaven, = 
{| and who gave his Fleſh for the Life of the World; 

,| ro whom with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
3 Spirit of Grace, be aſcribed Honour and Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, from this Time . 
a hencefor th, and for ever. 


: 4 ape proper to be " 7, re- 
% cerving the Lord's Supper. 

e- v Leſſed and Gracious Majeſty, I have Rea- 
de ſon to Bleſs and to Praiſe thee, for the 


n,| Opportunity which thy Gracious Providence 
off has vouchſafed me, of Eating and Drinking in thy 
en Preſenc? at thy Table? How is it, when thou 
el haſt ſaid, tbe Fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy Sight, 
v that I who have been ſo Fooliſh and Dilobedient, 
have been admitted wi ſit at thy Table? ? How | 
"I 
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thy Life from Deſtruction: 
= troing Kindneſs and tender Mercies; and who ſatisfies 
thy Mouth with good Things,” 
and am filled with good Things, I have Reaſon 
10 Bleſs thee, the Lord my God, for the good Land 
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is it chat thou permitteſt me, who deſerve not 


20 be ſet wwith the Dogs of the Flock, to fit down un. 


dler thy Shadow, where thy Fruit is ſweet to my} 
Taſte? 1 Bleſs thee for this Token for good, vouch-| 
fafed to me a worthleſs ſinful Worm; by this IÞ. 
for if thou Lird gadſt 
been- pleaſed to have killed me, thou wouldeſt not | 
have /hewwed me ſuch Things as theſe. | 
for that thou haſt made he wonderful York of | 
Redemption to be remembered, and for providing | 


know that thou favoureſt me, 


I Bleſs thee, 


ſuch @ Feaſt of fat Things for the Sons of ſinful 
Adam. What is Man that thou fhouldeſt ſo far Viſit 


and regard him, as to Feaſt him with the Fleſh 
and Blood of the Son of Man? Adored, for 
ever Adored, be the amazing Condeſcenſions 
of thy Grace, that thou art willing to dell with 


Mer, with rebellious Men here upon Earth, and 


that thou permitteſt ſinful Wretches to zake hu 
Covenant iulo their Mouths. 


wing Kindneſſes and Praiſes of thee, O Lord, accord. 


ill mention the lo- 


g to what thou haſt beſtocved upon me : lam OVCr- 
dome with thy Goodneſs, in permitting ſuch a 
za Dog as 1 n, to toke Childrens Bread. Blejs 


8 the 1 O my Soul, and all that is within me Bleſs 
his boly Nome; Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and for- 

get not ol his Benefits. Who forgiveth all thing Ini- 

; gute, who healeth all thy Diſeaſes : Who redeemeth N 

Who crowneth thee with |. 


New TI have caten 


which Zhou haſt g&7ven me to bare my Lot 1 in, and 


for. 
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bor the good Land whereof thou haſt given me 


the comfortable Proſpect. hat fhall T render o 


the Lord for all his Benefits towards me? As long as 


I live I will Bleſs thee, O Lord, yea, I will Praiſe 


thee my God wwhilft I have my Being. I love thee, 


O Lord, wh haſt loved me with an everlaſting Love, 
end with loving Kinancſs haft drawn me. Glory be 
unto thee in the Higheſt, for evidencing ſo much 
Peace and Good. ill to me a ſinful Worm of the 
Earth. Worthy alſo is the Lamb that was ſlain to 
receive Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Poxzer, 
for he was flain, and has redeemed me to Ged by his 


| 'Blbod , yea, he bas waſhed me from my Sins in his 
& orten Blood, and has made me to my God a King and. 


Prieſt. God forbid that T ſhould Glory, ſave in the 
Croſs of my Lord Feſus Chriſt, which is fo much 
the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, and by 
which I humbly beſeech thee, grant that I may. 


be crucified to the World, and the Werld crucified 
unto me, for the fake of thy dearly beloved Son, 

who, the* he was once Crucified through Weakneſs, 

does now live by the Power of God; to whom, Ml 
| with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be everlaſting | —_ 
Praiſes. Amen, 74 


4 Prayer proper to be uſed after the Lord 5 


Supper. = 


: Pow Lord, I Bleſs thee for the Dee: 


tunity I have had of renewing my Cove- 


3 nant with thee, and of being Feaſted by thee 
at thy Table: I humbly beſeech thee to forgive 
what thy pure Eyes have ſeen amiſs in me, 


whilft 1 have been at thy Table. Forgive me 
2 TY that 
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0 Good, ſo much Evil has been Preſent with me. 


ing in the Ways of thy Commandments; O let me 
now lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin that moſt 
eaſily beſets me, and run with Patience the Race that 
J ſet before me, I have choſen the Way of Truth, 
grant, I beſeech thee, that 1 may ſtick to thy Tef- 
 Zimonies. I have opened my Mouth unto thee, O 
Lord, and I cannot go back, ſuffer me not, I pray 
thee, ſo much as to look back Thou haſt been 
pleaſed to ſeal to me many kind Promiſes at thy 


mW ſpoken concerning thy Servant be eſtabliſhed for ever, 
2nd do as thou Bast ſaid: Remember, I beſeech thee, 
WW the Word unto thy Servant, upon which thou bal 
Www cauſed me to bope. I have been alſo afreſh binding 
I my Soul with a Bond to thee, O Lord God of Abra- 


| by the Influences of thy Grace, to ſhew Mercy, 


| from a Senſe of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, who 


Ibo“ he was Rich, yet for my ſake became Poor, that 


i . am ve 19 ww. e, who may in any kind 


that ” Soul was not more cleanſed, according 10 the | in) 
Purification of the Sanctuary, and that when I would chi 


Give me now to go on my May rejoicing, and to | 


Table, and now Lord let the thing that thou hat 


ham, and of Iſaac, and of Iſrael, keep it for ever in 
be Imagination of the Thought of mine Heart to ſerve } 
i” Zhee, I have been eating of that Bread, which 
3 Mean of uniting Chriſtians, tho mary, into 
one Body; O let me encreaſe and abound in Love to- 
wards all Chriſtians and all Men. Stir me up, 


I through his Poveriy might be made Rich. Let a 
i Senſe of thy Goodneſs in forgiving the great 
Det, wherein I ſtood indebted to thy Juſtice, 

be a Mean to excite in me Compaſſion on towards 


injure 1 
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injure me. Give me ſo to bear about with me the 
ching of the Lord Jeſus, as that the Life of Jeſus 
may be manifeſted alſo in my mortal Body, Help me 
to walk worthy of the Vacation wherewith I am call- 
ed, and ſo as that I may not give Occaſion to have 
the Name of God and his Dottrine evil ſpoken of. 
Grant me thy Grace, that I may evidence my- 
ſelf to be a Wiſe and Underſtanding Perſon, by Ns ; 
ing and doing thy Statutes, Having ſworn to keep 
thy eisen, Fudgments, O hel p me to perform. 
Keep me from tranſgreſſing, ſince I have og F. 
will not Tranſgreſs. Let my Soul Worſhip thee, O 

Lord, ſincè it has ſaid unto thee thou art my God. 

1 * that ] have eaten Bread with Chriſt, hoo me 
from lifting up the Heel against him. Nou that 
thou haſt given me ſuch a kind Deliverance, as I 
have experienced at thy Table, let me not again 
break thy Commandments. O that I might feel the 
Love of Chrif conſtraining me to all Duty and O- 
| bedience. Having received Chri& Jeſus the Lord, 
ſo let me walk even before thee in the” Land of tbe 5 
| Living, in Truth, and with a perfe Heart. Ena- 
1 bleme foto look to myſelf, that I loſe not the Thing 
which hade wrought. Suffer me not fo far to 
abuſe the Grace of the Goſpel, as zo Sin either = 
becauſe Grace hath abounded, or that Grace may a- 
{| Found. Give me to ſhew that I have had Fellow- 
ip with Chriſt, by v walking in the Light, and ty 
| walking as he alſo walked, Grant that I may be- 
have myſelf after ſuch a Manner, as that thoſe 
I converſe with, may take Knowlege of me that I. 
dave been with Feſus. Let me have my Converſation- 
in ble World, in Simplicity and God) Sincerity, and 
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not with fleſhly Wiſdom. May I reſemble Chriſt a 
in Meekneſs and Gentleneſs. Make me faithful in 
the unrighteous Mammon. Help me to renounce | O 
all the hidden Things of Difhoneſty. Keep me from b 
being deſirous of Dainties, or running with Sinners || 
10 any Exceſs of Riot, O let not me, who have! 
been partaking of he Cup of the Lord, meddle | N 
with he Cup of Devils. Give me Grace to poſſeſs | 
my Veſſel in Sanftification and Honour, and not in the . 
Tuſis of Uncleanneſs. Make me ready to Miniſter | /# 
| 70 others for their Good, in conformity to my | 
| Bleſſed Saviour, who came not to be miniſtred to, 0 
but to Miniſter, and to give his Life a Ranſom fer t 
mam. Make me ready to every good Work, and 1! 
4 8 foraſmuch as my Goodneſs does not extend unto thee, 1 ( 
tet it extend to the Saints, thoſe excellent Ones of the ; 
Earth. Let mine Affections be more drawn off 
from Things here below, and give me Grace to ſeek 
and to ſet mine Affections upon Things above, where 
' Chriſt fiteth on the right Hand of God, and from | 
 - awbence I lock for my Saviour. 1 have been now | 
ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly, O when ſpall I come 
Ibere, where I ſhall ſee Face to Face, and know eben 
as J am known. Let the Foy, whereof I have now _ 
deen a Partaker, remain in me. Give me Grace 


always to Triumph in Chriſt Jeſus. Oo do i it for 
his ſake, to whom, Sc. bh je I OS. TOY 


E A { Projer for Grace to enable 70 bo 7 e 
| 1 5 and Promiſes. 5 
Lord, ben art abundant in Goodneſs and 


N fulb, the Faithful God, abo keepeſt Cove- 
nan 10 4 7 bouſand Generations 3 I Whatever Zhou haſt 


eld 
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faid thou wilt do, whatever thou haſt ſpoken thou wilt 
make good: Thy Faithfulneſs reaches to the Clouds; 
O how unlike to thee have I been? There has 
been little Truth and Faithfulneſs in me; I have 
; often ſaid, and have not done, have ſpoken, but have 

not made it good, I may juſtly be ranked in the 
Number of thoſe Children, in whom there has been 
little or no Faith. Not one Thing ever failed of all 
the good T hings which thou the Lord our God haſt 
ſpoken concerning thy Servants ; but how wretched- 
ly have I failed in making good thoſe Promiſes 
of Duty and Obedience which J have made to 
thee? all thy Words are true, but how falſe have 

l! been even to the moſt ſolemn Engagements? 
| Great is thy Failhbfulneſs, and great has been my 
Unfaithfulneſs. I have been falſe to my Baptiſ- 
mal Vow, wherewith I was laid under an early 
Engagement of being thy devoted Servant; 
and tho” I have often renewed this Vow, and 
| therewith Sund my Soul, yet have I often (to my 
Shame may I ſpeak it) broke this Bond aſunder, 
and caſt away this Cord from me, wherewith I 
have been fo often faſtened to thy Service. I 
have been liberal in Promiſes of Obedience, but 
very ſparing as to Performances. Be Merciful : 
to me à Sinner, for the Lord's fake, and forgive 
my great Perfidiouſneſs: Forgive me, that after 

I have ſworn to the Lord, I have not performed ; 
that I have ſo often gone back, and ated con- 
trary to the Word that has gone out of my Mouth. 
Give me Grace for the future to be truc and 
| faithful in the Covenent of my God: Having 
vowed 10 lee tbe Lord 1 God, may I not be 


B 
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| fact to pay it, te o, thou require it, and it be Sin ty I 
me; yea, grant, that having vowed to thee, I | C 
may not defer to pays Convince me how much v 
Better it is not to Vow, than having vowed, not to | * 

6 yagi. thy Vows, O God, are upon me, and fee- | « 
they are, enable me daily to perform the | / 

— by an Holy Life, and alſo to pay them in | / 
the Preſence of thy People by Acts of Religious 4 
Worſhip: Convince me, wha? a Snare it is to a 

am Man to devour that which is Holy, and after | | 
Vows to make enquiry ; and let this, O God, never | « 

c 
] 


be my Caſe, Give me, I pray thee, to abound 
more in offering to thee Thankſsiving, and in paying 
to thee, O thou moſt High, thoſe Vows which my | 
5 Lips have uttered, I have "ſaid J will not Tranſ- | + 
5 greſs, I I will not offend, grant, O Lord, that I | 
ra 
| 


may do as I have faid ; what I have ſpoken, help | 
mae to make good. Grant that my Words in Con- 
formity to thine may be true Words; and in I- 
mitation of thy Bleſſed Example, make me ever 
W mindful of the Covenant, into which I have entered 
with thee. Thou ke Deſt Truth for ever, and thou 
never fi uffereſt thy Faithfulneſs to fail, O help me 
to keep Truth as long as 1 live, and grant, I 
_ humbly beftech thee, that my Faithfulneſs maß 
never fail. Theſe Things [ humbly W we 
55 ty Son's fake, to whom, Ec. 


1 Prayer for the Love of Ged. = 
Lord my God, thou art one Lord, and 25 


1 required me to love thee with all mine Heart, 

2 ad all my Seul, and all my Might : As thou Ke 

| required it, fo thou art t worthy of my Supreme 
Love. 
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Love. How lovely and amiable art thou, O 
God, by Reaſon of theſe Infinite Excellencies 


| which are lodged in thy Glorious Nature. 
Thou art the King of Glory, cloathed with Ma 57 
and Honour, thy * is Excellent, Strength "on 


Beauty are in thy Sanctuary; who can make known 


the Glorious Majeſty of thy Kingdom, and the Great- 
neſs of thine Excellency * How lovely and amiable 


art thou upon the Account of the Infinite Bene- 


ficialneſs of thy Nature? How exuberant and 
diffuſive is thy Goodneſs? For thou art good to 
all, and thy tender Mercies are over all thy Works. 
How worthy art thou, O God, of my beſt Af- 


fections? For thou haſt made me, thou holdeſt my 
Soul in Life, thou daily loadeſt me with thy Benefits, 
and haſt evidenced no {mall} Goodneſs to me in 
thoſe Laws which thou haſt Graciouſly enjoined 
me to keep and obſerve, fince they all have a ü 
natural Tendency to promote my Good and RF 


Welfare. O God, what Infinite Reaſon have 1 


to love thee, when I refle&t upon that wonderful 
Proviſion which thou haſt made for the Happi- 


neſs of me a Sinner? When I reflect upon the 


| ſending thy Son into the World, 7 ſave me from 

my Sins, and to deliver me from the Wrath to come; 
when I conſider that Covenant of Grace which 

thou haſt graciouſly entered into, with Sinners, 


wherein thou haſt promiſed Pardon and eternal | 


Life, to me a Rebel, upon the moſt eaſy and 
reaſonable Terms that can be imagined? Wor⸗ 

thy art thou, O Lord, both of my Love, ank 
alſo of the Love of all reaſonable Creatures, 


ſince thou alone canſt render ſuch Creatures 
5 ur 
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; truly happy ; ; how alone art an Infinite, Eter⸗ 3 


nal, and Unchangeable Good, and therefore 


5 thou alone canſt be a proper Portion for mine | 


Immortal Soul: Vom have I in Heaven bat thee, 
and there is none upon Earth that I can defire beſides 
thee, When my Fleſh and mine Heart fails me, then 
thou art the Strength of mine Heart, and my Portion 


for ever. When I reflect upon thine Amiable- | 


neſs, O God, when I conſider how lovely thou 
art in thyſelf, and how loving thou haſt ſhewn 
thyſelf to me, I bluſh, and am aſhamed that I 
. am ſo void of the Love of God as I am; I bluſh 
and am aſhamed that I have fo wretchedly miſ- 

placed this noble Affection by thee implanted 


in the Soul; that inſtead of loving thee the Father 


Fall, and the Father of Mercies, I have loved the 


i Warld and the Things of it; that I have been @ | 
Lover of Pleaſe ure more than of God; that I have 
e forſaken thee the Fountain of living Waters, and have | 

 bewn out to myſelf Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, that can | 


| bold no Water, I bluſh, O God, to think that 


ever I ſhould be fo Wicked: as to contemn one in 
mine Heart, ſo worthy of my higheſt Eſteem, as 


thou art; that I ſhould ſo very much diſpleaſe 
and diſhonour one, whom if I had loved, I 


| ſhould have ſought to have pleaſed and honour- 
ed; that inſtead of cleaving to thee, O Lord, 


as my Supreme felicitating Good, it ſhould be 


J0 much the Language of mine Heart, depar! 
from me, for IT deſire not the Knowlege of thy Ways. 
O God, have Mercy upon me, and graciouſly | 


8 my want of Love to thee; do it for thy 


Son 8 lake, who is the Son of thy Love, and 
| | | For 
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for his ſake be pleaſed to ſhed Abroad the Love of 
thyſelf in mine Heart, Implant in me an high 
Eſteem of thy glorious Excellencies: Stir me up 
always to do the Things that pleaſe thee, and which 
tend to thine Honour: Help me to cleave to 
_ thee as my chief Good: As the Hart pants after. 
the Water-brooks, fo let my Soul pant ofter thee, O 
Goa z yea, let my Soul thirft for God, for the living 
Cod: And ſince this is the Love of God, that we 


Wer his Commandments, enable me by thy Grace 
to keep all thy Commandments, O grant that 


I may love thee, not in Word or in Tongue, but 
in Deed and in Truth; yea, let me love thee with 


all mine Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and Strength : 
Let my Love of thee be flrong as Death, and ſuch 
as no Waters of Afflictions will ever be able to 
\ quench: Yea, O God, make me to increaſe | 


and abound in Love to thee, till I come there, 


where this Grace will not ceaſe, but be perfe&- 
ed. Since he that loveth is born of God, and know- 


eib God, may I have this Evidence of my being 5 


born of thee. O Lord, direct mine Heart into 


fach a Love of thee, as will render thy Com- 


mandments eaſy to me, and mine Obedience 
acceptable unto thee, O that by holy Love 1 
were ransformed into the Divine Image, and con- 

formed to Chriſt mine Head, whoſe Teſtimony 

of himſelf was true, when he faid, I love the Tu- 
ther. I deſire that hereby I may be united to 
thee, O God, ſeeing thou art Love, and be that 
devels in Tore. Zool: in thee, and thou in him. 
Thou haſt promiſed, that all Things in this World 
foall Work rect for good to them that love = 

an 
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and that hejeafive thou wilt beſtow a Crown of 4 
upon ſuch; O then, whatever thou doſt, be 


pleaſed to implant this Grace in mine Heart, 


whereby I may become intereſted in ach exceed. x 
ing great and precious Promiſes. I live in a World | 
expoſed to manifold Temptations, may I be | 
_ clad with his Breaſt- plate. I am liable to many | 
Fears, O let me be made perfect in Love, that 


by this Mean I may happily be delivered from 
5 al that Fear that bath Torment in t. Grant me 


WW: theſe Requeſts, O Lord, who art my Light, and | 
 » my Salvation, for thy Son- s ſake, to whom, Sc. 


A Righteous Perſon Rejoicing in the Lord, 


and praying that be may do fo. 


bo. L I Wi I greatly rejoice in thee, O Lord, my Seoul | 


 fhall be joyful in thee my Cod; for thou, O Lord, 


ar! the Portion of mine Tuberitance, and of my Cup; | 


thou maintainef my Los; The Lines are fallen to me 


1 1 Pleaſant Places; yea, T have a goodly Heritage. 


T1 will rejoice in 75 by Salvation, and in the Name of 


| | . thee my God, will T ſet up my Banner, for thou Lord 


art my Light and my Salvation. 22 ſhall 1 Fear ? 


0 Tou Lord art the Strength of my Life. Of whom | 
ball I be Afraid? My Soul ſhall make her Boat in | 


thee, O Lord, for thou Lord art my Rock and my 
_ Faorireſs, and my Deliverer, the God of my Rock, 
my Shield, and the Horn of my Salvalion, mine bigh 


Tower and | my Refuge, and my Saviour : Who is 


| God ſave the Lord, and who a Rock ſave thee my 
God? Thou art my Strength and my Redeemer, my 
4 Help, my Sun, my Shield, therefore ſhall mine Heart 
D rejoice in thee, Th ” Meditation of thee ſhall be 


ſweet, 
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ing me a ſinful Wretch, 


ſweet, and I will be glad in thee, O Lord, who haſt 


 betrothed me to thyſelf in Righteouſneſs, and in Judg- 
ment, and in Mercy. Return then unto thy Rest, 
O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 2 
thee. In God will I boat all the Day long, for thou 


Lord art my Shepherd, I. call not want; thou makeſt 


me to lie down in green Paſtures: 7, Zou leadeſt me 

| Zefides the Hill Waters; thou reſtorest my Soul, and 

leadeſt me in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, fer thy 

 Name's ſake. Yea, tho" I walk through the Valley of 
| *the Shadow of Death I will fear no Evil: For thau 


art with me, thy Rod and thy Sta 


mine Enemies. 


for Joy and Gladneſs, and Triumph, and call- 


who had deſerved to be cat away from thy Pre- 


ſence, and ſent there, where is Weeping and Wailing 
and Gnaſhing of Teeth for ever? What Reaſon 
have I to Bluſh, that I have no more rejoiced in 
\ thee, ſince thou haſt made it my Duty ? That 
I have no more delighted myſelf in thee, with 
whom is the Fountain of Life, and in whoſe Light s 
| ny tt is 8 1 can 1 * 8 385 chat I have no it 

more 
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F do comfort me. 

Thou prepare a Table before me, in the Preſence of 
Thou anointet mine Head with Oil, 
and makef? my Cup Io run over. Surely Goodneſs and 
Mercy fhall follow me all the Days of my Life, and © 
* wil] dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for ever; this 
is what T have defired, and this is what I will ' 
after, that fo I may bebold thy Beauty, O Lord. 
How am I indebted to thee, O Lord, for 
granting to me ſuch Occaſion and Opportunity, 
| for making my Booſt in thee 2 What ſhall I render 
_ to thee, for giving me ſuch abundant Reaſon 


to rejoice in the, 
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17 | Cloſe Devotions, 


more Glorified thee, by repreſenting thy Ns 
. Ways of Pleaſanineſs ; that I have dwelt 40 £ 
rarely in the delightful View of thy Glorious! 
- Excellencies that I have fo ſeldom eye*'d thee|. 
Vith Delight and Thankfulneſs in my Creature | 
Ss  FEnjoyments, tho it is through thy Faveur that my 
1 Mountain ſtands fast; I bewail it, that I have 
been ſo apt to lift up my Soul to Vanity, and to re- 
Joice in Wealth and Riches, in the Encreaſe of Corn 
and Wine, rather than in thee, or the Light of | 
thy Countenance : That I have not ſerved thee the 
Lord my God with that Foyfulneſs, and with that | 
Gladneſs of Heart, for the Abundance of all Things | 
* _ -vohich became me. 6 Lord forgive me, I beſeech 
thee, for thy Son's ſake, in whom thou wert al. 

ways well pleaſed; and graciouſly enable me for | 
the Time to come 70 be glad and to rejoice in thee : | 
DO ſlir me up to ſuch a Meditation upon thy glo- 


rious Excellencies and Perfections, as will be 
ſſtoeet to me, There be many, O Lord, that ſay, 


so W 2 #5 any Good, but being ſenſible that 


any Good is not a proper and ſuitable Good for 


my Soul, I deſire that it might pleaſe thee 70 


tit up the Light of thy Countenance upon my Soul, 


dohich will ar me with more Gladneſs, han the En- 


creaſe of Corn and Wine, O let my Soul be joyful 
in thee my God, from a Senſe of mine Intereſt in 
thee, who art my Glory, and the Lifter up of mine 


| Head. This one Thing I deſire of thee, and am re- 


ſolved that I will ſeek after, even that I may dwell 
in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of my Life, to 
_ behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in thy 


"FE: Give me to 1 myſelf greatly in thy 
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| Commandments which I have choſen; let em be 
| faveeter to me than Honey, and the Honey-comb, and 
may ] love em above Gold, yea, above fine Gol 7. 
- Grant that T may eſteem all Things but as 
I Dye and Dung, in compariſon of a Senſe of thy 
Favour, and the Zzght of thy Countenance; and 
let all thoſe Streams of earthly Comfort where- 
of I Taſte, lead me directly to thee, and be a 
Mean of helping me to delight myſelf in thee, 
- as the Glorious Fountain of all Good. O let mine 
* | Heart rejoice in thee always, and let my Soul mate 
ber Booſt in thee all the Day long; yea, give me 
to rejoice in thee evermore. Although the Fig-tree 
| | fhould' not Bloſſom, neither ſhould there be Fruit in 
- | the Vines; the the Labour of the Olives ſhould fail, 
"| and the Fields ſhould yield no Meat; tho“ the Flock 
Gould be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhould 
- | be no Herd in the Stalls, yet let me rejoice in the 
Erd, and joy in thee as the God of my Salvation. 
O let me partake of that Joy of the Lord, which. 
will be my Strength in this World, and help to 
I prepare me for entering into the 7005 of my Lord 
' | Leregfter. Do thou, O God of Hope, fill me with 
all Foy and Peace in Believing; grant that my Con- 
| ſolation may abound by Feſus Cbriſt: And may 1 
in a happy Conformity to the Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, ever joy in thee my God, through 
our Lord Feſus Chris, to whom, with thee, and 
the Holy Ghoft, be Honour and Ser and . 
= UM everlaſting Praiſe, Amen, a 


0 
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6 7 Prayer for Truft in God. 

TD Lefſed Lord, I Adore thine Infinite Pow- 
No er, for which nothing is or can be too hard ; 
_ thine excellent Goodneſs, whereby thou art in- 


clined 10 do Good, and to fhew Mercy to all, and ; 


thy matchleſs Wiſdom, whereby thou knoweſt 
how to bring about and accompliſh any deſign- 
ed End. Theſe Attributes render thee a pro- 
per Object of Truſt and Dependance, and be- 
ſides, thou haſt given thy Servants many pre- 
cious Promiſes upon which thou haft cauſed them 
to hope: When I conſider theſe Things, I ſee 
great Reaſon to be aſhamed, that I have no 
more made thee the Obje& of my Truſt and 


| Dependence. Inſtead of acknowleging thee in all 

my Ways, as I ſhould have done, I have ſcarce | 
acknowleged thee in any; I have neither commit- | 
ted my Way nor my Work unto thee, as be- | 


came me to do: Tho? thou haſt bid me be care- 


4 5 ful for nothing, yet have I indulged many anxi- | 
/ ous, diſtruſtful and ſolicitous Cares: Tho' thou | 
| haſt been pleaſed to make that my Duty, which | 


is really my Privilege, even to cast my Burden 


upon thee, yet have I not done it, fo inſenſible 
have I been both of my Duty and Happineſs. 
= How apt have I been to take anxious Thought 
Fer Life, what 1 ſhall Eat, and what I ſhall Drink, 
5b by taking Thought, I cannot add one Cubit to my 1 
= Sature; how apt to take Thought for Raiment, not 
cConfſidering the Lillies of the Field how they grow and 

4 are Arrayed, though they toil not, neither do they ſpin; 


| how apt to dale Thought for to Merrow, not con- 
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ſidering that ſufficient for the Day is the Evil there- 


of, Inſtead of putting my Truſt in tbee, O Lord, 
J have been too much in Bondage, through a 


ſinful, flaviſh Fear of Man: Inſtead of having 


mine Heart fixed, truſting in the Lord, I have been Fo 


too much afraid of evil Tidings I bewail i it, that 


whereas thou art the fole Object of Truſt, 1 


have been fo apt to Truſt in other Things. O 


Lord, I humbly beſeech thee, lay not my Sin 
| in theſe ſeveral Reſpects to my 
Charge, and give me for the Time to come, 

| to truſt in the Lord with all mine Heart; Grant 
| that in all my Ways, I may acknowlege thee, and be 


and Folly 


pleaſed graciouſly to drref? my Paths; Help me 


to commit my Works unto thee, and let my Thoughts 
be eftabliſhed;, to commit my Way unto thee, and 
may it pleaſe thee to bring to paſs what is need- 
Be thou, O Lord, 
my Portion, and help me to hope in thee , be thou 
my ſtrong Habitation, and give me continually to 
reſort to thee ;, Enable me by thy Grace to watt. 
on the Lord, and to be of good Courage; and be 
\ pleaſed to frengthen. mine Heart, O thou who art the 
Confidence of all the Ends of the Earth, and of them 


ful and convenient for me. 


that are afar off, upon the Seas : Give me to cast 


all my Cares upon thee, and be pleaſed to evidence 

a particular Care of me: At what time I am a- 
fraid, help me to Trust in the Name of the Lord, 
and to ftay myſelf upon thee my God; keep me from 
a ſinful Fearing what Fleſh can 40 unto me: Let 
me happily experience how much in Quieineſo 
and Confidence my Strength does lie: However it 
[- may pleaſe thee to _ with me, yea, tho thou 
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' mayeſt ſlay me, yet let me Trust in thee. Keep me | 


from making any Thing beſides thee the Ob- 
ject of my Truſt: Deliver me, I beſecch thee, 


from truſting in myſelf, or leaning lo mine own Un- ; 


derſtanding : Grant that I may not evidence my- 
ſelf to be a Fool, by truſting in mine own Heart. 
Deliver me from ruſting in Wealth and Riches, 


O ſuffer me not to make Gold mine Hope, or to 


ſay to the fine Gold thou art my Confidence. Deliver 
me from truſting in a Friend, or putting Confidence 
in a Guide; inſtead of doing this, help me to look 
For the Lord, and to wait for the God of my Salva- 
tion. Deliver me from putting my Truſt in Princes, 


or in the Sons of Men, in whom is no Help; and 
= convince me how much better it is for me to truſt in 
die Lord, than to put Confidence in Man; yea, hom 
. much better it is to truſt in the Lord, than to put. 
= Confidence in Princes. O let not mine Heart ever. 
d depart from thee my God, by truſting in Man, and 
mating Fleſh mine Arm. May I ever be fo happy, 
4᷑ 10 have mine Hope in thee the Lord my God, who 
Lat make Heaven and Earth; and grant that I 
| may find, by happy Experience, how. good it is 
mai a Man ſbouid both hope, and quietly wait to ſes 
e Saboation, Grant theſe Things, I. humbly. 
doeieſecch thee, for thy Son's fake, to whom, &c.. 


1 A. Prayer for the: Fear of Gad. 
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Leſſed Lord, hou art. mighty in Strength, ex- 
D cellent in Power, who is like unto thee? What 
Cod ;s there in Heaven or in Earth, that can do ac- 
cording to thy Works, and according to thy Might ? 
Theu art worthy to be feared by all the Earth, and 


1 
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it is no more than what is meet, that all the Inba- 
bitants of the World ſbould land in Awe of thee, 
Io would not fear thee, O King of Nations? For 

to thee doth it appertain to do Evil, and to do Good. 
Mon even thou art to be feaxed, when I. conſider: 
this, I ſee Reaſon to bluſh; that I have ſtood. 
in no more Awe of thee: My T; ranſgreſſi ions do 
ſay that I have not had thy Fear before mine Eyes, 
as I ſhould. have had it: Tho' thou art my 
Mater, yet I have given thee too much Reaſon 
to complain of me, and ſay where is my Fear? 
Though thou art @ great King, and thy Name is 
dreadful among the Heathen, tho? thou haſt ea. 
'  fured the Waters in the. Hollow of thine Hand, and 
mmeled the Heavens with a Span, and placed the Sand 
For the Bounds of the Sea, by a perpetual Decree that 
it cannot paſs, yet how little have I feared thee, or 
trembled at thy Preſence ?. So Fooliſh have. I been, 
and void of Underſtanding, I have ſhewn myſelf _ 
to be poſſeſs'd of little „ by not fearing 
and departing from Evil, more than I have done. 
Inſtead of ſtanding in Awe of thy Words, and 
fearing thy Commandments, as I-ſhould have done, 


I have too much deſpiſed both, and therefore de- 4 


| ſerve to be deſtroyed with an everlaſting Deſtruftion. 
But, O God, may it pleaſe thee to deal Merci- 

| fully with me, ſor thy Son's fake: Let not be. 
Anger of my Lord wax. hot. againſt me, for who may 
tand in thy Sight when once thou art Angry ? Put 
thy Fear. into. mine Heart, even that Fear of thee, 
which is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and wherely 
Men depart from Evil. Give me to ſan#iify thee, 

: the Lord my God in mine Heart, and to make thee 


my- 
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my" Fear and my Dread. Let thine Excellency mats | 


me afraid, and let ſuch a Dread of thy Glorious 
Mijefty fall upon me, as may ever reſtrain me 


from doing the abooninadle Thing which thy Soul | 
hates. Give me to ſerve thee 4 with Re- 


verence and godly Fear, as knowing thee to be a 
conſuming Fire, Grant that 1 may fear thee, and 
glorify thy Name, fear thee, and give Glory to "thee. 
Enable me to walk in the Ther of the Lord, which 


.de Fountain of Life, and whereby I may be eng- 
| _— Led to depart from the Snares of Death. Give me, 
in Imitation of thy Servant Fob, to fear thee and 


5 Geben Evil; and as Abraham evidenced his fear 


j | b e thee, by not withholding his Son from thee, ſo 


grant that I may evidence that I fear thee, by 


£ being ready to part with any earthly Comfort. 
in Obedience to thy Call. Grant that I may 


be in the Fear of the Lord every Day, and all the 
Day long, inſtead of bardening mine Heart, and fo 


Falling into Miſchief, may I be ſo happy as to fear 


always. Deliver me, I beſeech thee, from the 


i Bear of * Man which bringeth: a Snare, and inſtead of 
WW Tring afraid of. them which kill the Body, and after 
that have no more that they can do; give me {till to 


fear thee, who after thou Hatt killed, haft Power to 


caſt beth Body and Soul into Hell. In ſuch & Fear, | 


grant that I may paſs the Time of my Sojourning in 
this World, I bleſs thee for thoſe Glorious Pri- 


vileges recorded in thy Word, as belonging to 


fach as fear thee; I am there informed, that 
thine Eye is upon them, that thou takef Pleaſure Wo _-- 
them, that thine Angels encamp round about em, 
that there "Will be no Want # "em; that like as 4 


Father 5 
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| Father pities bis Children, ſo thou pitieſt all ſuch, 
that it hal be well with them, that thou wilt gra- 
ciouſly fulfil the Dejire of ſuch, bear their Cry and 
ſave them. O how great is thy Goodneſs which thou 
hat laid up for them that fear thee! Implant 
therefore thy Fear in mine Heart, whereby 1 
may come to be intereſted in all this Goodneſs. 
Do it for the Redeemer's ſake, to whom, c. 


. Prayer for the Love of. our Neighbour. | 


1 E: Lord, thou art Love, and has? enjoined me _ 
to lade my Neighbour as myſelf ; I bewail 
it that there is fo little of this excellent Grace 
| ſeated in mine Heart, and appearing in my 
Life; that I have been no more kindly Afeftion- 
ed towards others, that I have no more walked in 
Love. I am commanded in thy Goſpel 70 love 
55 others, as Chrift has loved me; but O how diffe- 
rent, how vaſtly different has my Love to o- 
thers been, from the Love which the Bleſſed 
Jeſus has expreſs*d towards me; he has made it 
an Evidence of Diſcipleſtip, to Love others; but 


alas! what little Proof have I given of my Diſ- 


cipleſhip? I wiſh I could fay I had not ated 
quite contrary to that Love which the Goſpel | 


5 enjoins, by indulging bitter Envying and Haired, 


and Strife in mine Heart: God be merciful unto 
me, and pardon my want of Love towards my 

fellow Creatures; and fince Love is the Fruit of 

_ the Spirit, I bumbly beſeech thee, let this ex- 

cellent Grace be produced in my Soul, by the 

ſweet Influences of the Bleſſed Spirit. May I 

be thus taught of God to Love others. * me 
5 VC "Foxy 
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198 cher Devotions, 
have this Evidence of my being paſſed from | 
Death to Life, and let mine Heart be comforted, 


by being knit together in Love Io others : Make me | 
Lindi) affectioned towards others, and give me 10 


wall in Love, as Chrif hath loved me: Inſtead of 


Li hi. Let my Love be of the right Kind, and 


0 
l 
* 
* 
þ 
7 


#7 
oF 
1 


evidencing myſelf to be in Darkneſs, by hating my | } 
_ Brother, grant that I may evidence myſelf by 
loving him, to be born of God, and io abide in the 


ſuch as it ought to be; let it be anfeigned, and 
_ without Dif mulation ; O give me thy Spirit, that 
hereby I may purify my Soul, in obeying the Truth 
uno unfeigned Love of the Brethren. Let it be 
_ ſtrong and fervent, proceeding from a pure 
Heart; O may I be enabled by thy Grace % love. | 
others with a pure Heart fervently ; above all Things, | 
give me to have fervent Charity towards my fellow 
Creatures, my fellow. Chriſtians, even ſuch a2 
| Charity as will cover a Multitude of Sins. Grant, 
I beſeech thee, that my Love may be Active 
and Laborious; O ſtir me up by thy Grace 10 
that Labour of Love which thou art not unrighte- 
deus to forget, and give me to love not in Word and 
in Tongue only, but in Deed and in Truth, O that 
my Love of others might reſemble that Love 
which 1 have for myſelf, and that Love which 
my Redeemer bore to me, ſeeing I am enjoin- 
ed. in the Goſpel, both t love my Neighbour. as. 
myſelf, and alſo to love him as Christ has loved me. 
Let my Love, I beſeech thee, be every Day 
encreaſing and abounding more and more, the- 
good Lord make me to encreaſe and abound in Loue 
T0wards. Hers 3 3; and may it ſtill laſt, 8 
5 | and 


>. 
F 
3 
+ 
We 


great Underſtanding, 1 have been apt to be ſcon 
angry, and therein have dealt foolifhly, I bewail | 
it that my Spirit has been often provoked, ſo as to 
| cauſe me to ſpeak unadviſedly with my Lips. I 

have too much evidenced myſelf a Fool both by 


in Scripture Expreſſ ,., 179 


and encreaſe, till I come to that Bleſſed World, 
where this heavenly Grace will be perfected. 
Hear my Prayers, I beleech thee, O Lord, 


and whatever thou doſt, write his Royal Law 
upon mine Heart: Seeing this is the End of the Com- 


mandment, to love out of a pure Heart, give me 
Grace thus to act and to do all my Things with 
Charity, for the ſake of him who hath loved me, 


and given himſelf for me, an Offering and a Sacrifice 
| Zo God for a ſweet ſmelling Savour; to whom, 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
Honour and 8 and everlaſting Praiſe, 
f Amen. 


5 Praye er for the Grace 7 Meekneſs, 


1081 Merciful and Gracious Lord, though 
thou art great in Power, yet art thou 2 
| to Aker, and plenteous in Mercy. Thou haſt 
made it my Duty to ceaſe from Anger, and to for. 
1 ſake Wrath, but contrary to thy Command, and 

mine own Intereſt, I have indulged too much 


this evil Paſſion: Inſtead of being g ſlow to Wrath, 
and thereby evidencing myſelf to be a Perſon of 


ſuffering my Wrath to be preſently known, and al- 
| fo by ſuffering Auger too long to reſt in my Boſom. 


How often have I been axgry, O Lord, and 
ſinned in it? JI wiſh I could fay that I had not 


| : HOSES: > goers 7 
@ - 7 — der * Y "S235 - Aw — ö. — 2 < 
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given Place 10 | the en, by ſometimes ſaffering | 


te 


4 180 e Cloſet Devotions, 


the Sun to go a upon my Wrath : I wish! bad] 4 br 
leſs indulged a froward Heart, and a perverſe | 
Tongue; 1 wiſh I had had a better rule over mine] 
oron Spirit, but I have had ſo little, that in this“ 
Reſpect I have been too much like a City bat is 
broken down and without Walls. 1 cannot without | 
Horror reflect upon thoſe paſſionate and outra- | 
ow Reſentments, which trifling Provocations 


ave kindled in my Breaſt: Hadſt thou, O 


Lord, been as haſty and froward with me, as | 


I have been with my fellow Creatures, I had 
been undone long ago; but thou, O Lord, 
art merciful and ſlow to Anger; and as it appears 


from my being alive at this Time, that thou | 
haſt. been * 40 Anger towards me, fo let me 


now for thy Son's ſake, experience thy Mercy 


towards me, in graciouſly forgiving me, where- 


in I have offended againſt the Laws of Meek- 


: neſs, and grant that for the Time to come, I | 


may ceaſe from Anger, and forſake Mrath: Deliver 


N. me from that Haſtineſs of Spirit which exalteth | 
WI Folly, and let not Anger any more reſt in my Boſom. 


O let me be adorned with the incorruptible Orna- 
_ ment of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in thy 


Sig of great Price. Inſtead of ſtirring up Strife, 1 
= by giving way 10 Anger at any time, help me by 
400 a ſoft Anſwer to turn away Wrath, and by Yield- 


ing, 10 pacify great Offences. Grant that by being 


Note to Anger, I may evidence myſelf to be bei- 
ter than the Mighty, and by ruling mine own Spirit, || 
150 be better than be that taketh a City. O let me | 
be of the Number of thoſe meet Ones, who ſhall 


; inherit the Earth, and Ken ens in the A. 


bundance 


X 


1 


a 


in Scripture Expreſſi . 
bundance of Peace; of thoſe Meek Ones whom 
thou wilt guide in Fudgment, and whom thou wilt 


g teach thy Way, and who ſhall encreaſe their Foy in 
thee, O Lord. Thou art he, O Lord, who l/ifteſt 


up the Meek, and haſt promiſed in thine Holy 


| Word, to beautify them with Salvation; O then, 


let me be intereſted in this exceeding great and 
| precious Promiſe. Endow me, O Lord, with 


that Charity which is not eaſily provoked. O let me 
be more like my meek Maſter Jeſus, that ſo I 


4 may find Reft to my Soul. Enable me, O bleſſed 


God, to walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith I 


am called, with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with 
Long ſa Hering and forbearing others in Love. See- 
ing thou haſt ſent forth thy Miniſters to preach 


good Tidings to the Meek, O help me to receive 
the engrafted Word in Meekneſs, that I may grow 


| thereby, and be ſtill growing, till I come to that 


bleſſed World, where there is no Anger, Ha- 
tred, or Malice, but perfect Love and Unity. 
Hear me, O Lord, for his fake, who was Meet 


Þ ant hls de whom, with thee, G Fa. 


ther, and the 1 Gnoſt, be everlaſting Praiſes, 7 ; 
Auen. „ 


| 4 Prayer for Grace.” to enable to frei 


 Trjuries. 


ILefled Majeſty, who haſt declared 15 by Name: 
the Lord, the Lord God, Mercful en. Gratd- 


1 ous, Long- a Hering, abundant in Goon, H. * wh, | 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion an- Sin; 4 . 


couraged by this Declaratioi of thi: et 
mine Applications to the. 3 but wh 
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how ready thou art to forgive and ſhew Mercy, 1 


have Reaſon to bluſh at my being ſo very un- 
like thee: How ready art thou to forgive the 


greateſt Affronts offered thy Divine Majeſty? 
Whereas I muſt confeſs with Shame, my Slow- 


neſs and Backwardneſs to forgive the little A., 
_ Fronts and Injuries done me. I ſhould not give 
Place to Wrath as I do; I am apt to avenge 


myſelf, and hereby to invade thy Prerogative 3 | l 


who haſt ſaid, Vengeance is mine, I will repay it: 


When I have received Evil, I have been too 


prone to ſay, I will recompenſe Evil; I will do fo 
o bim as he hath done unto me; 1 will render to the 
Man according to his Work: 1 have not always 
had fo much Diſcretion as io defer mine Anger 
| when provoked, neither have I always conſult- 
ed my Glory as I ſhould have done, in paſſing 
ver Tranſereſſons. How unworthy am I then, 
to have my T ranſoreſſions of thine Holy Law 
| paſſed over; ſeeing I have been ſo backward to 
Forgive Men their F reſpaſſes, I do not deſerve that 
thou ſhouldeſt forgive me my Treſpaſſes, whack if 
thou doſt not, I am undone; O may it pleaſe 

|| thee therefore, for Chriſt's fake, to forgive all 
mine Offences, and in an eſpecial Manner, my 
Backwardneſs to forgive Injuries ; deal not with 
me as I am too apt to deal with ſuch who injure 
and offend me, and grant that I may be of a 
more. forgiving Temper and Diſpoſition of 
Mind: Enable me to put on Bowels of Mercy 
and Kindneſs, Meekneſs and Long-ſuffering, forbear- 
ing others, and forgiving others, then when I have a 
=D Syarrel « Saint them.” Give me Grace, inſtead 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 183 
of meditating Revenge when I am injured, 16 
give Place unto Wrath, inſtead of recompenſing 
Evil for Evil, ever to follow that which is Good. 
Cloach me with that Charity, I pray thee, which 
 fuffereth long and is kind, which beareth all Things, 
and endareth all Things. May I have fo much 
Diſcretion as to defer mine Anger, when it begins 
to ariſe and kindle in my Breaſt, and give me 
ever to eſteem it my Glory, as really i it is, 70 paſs 
ever Tranſgreſſiuns committed againſt me. Thou 
haſt ſaid, that if we forgive Men their Treſpaſ- 
es, thou our heavenly Father wilt alſo forgive us. 
DO let me then have that forgiving Diſpoſition 
of Mind, which will qualify me for thy forgiv- | 
ing Grace. Hear and anſwer for thy Son's 
ſake, through whom alone it is that I. expect 


and hope to be Forgiven, beth in this World, and I 


in the World to come; and to whom, with thy- |} 


elf; and Bleſſed "Spirits. be Seren Praiſe. : 


= Amen. 


A . for Grace to do Geod, eſpecially : 70 
Jhew Mercy to the Afﬀeicted. he, 


Brea Lord, thou art Good and dot Good; 
$ thou art good to all, and thy tender Mercies are 
over all thy Works, I bluſh to think how very 
| unlike to thee I am in this Reſpect; how little 
Good I do in compariſon of what I might do; 
I am of too ſelfiſh a Diſpoſition of Mind, and 
have but little of that Charity, whoſe Property 
it is not bo ſeek her own, How often have I with- 


| held Good from others, then when it has been in 


the Power o 1 mine Hand to do it : To do Good and _— 


1 84 E Benne, 


0 Communicate, notwithſtanding thy Charge to 
the contrary, I have too too often forgot. Tho? 
I am at leaſt by Profeſſion à Member of the 
Myſtical Body, whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the Head, 
12 J have not had that Care and Concern for 
other Members of that Body, as it becomes one 
Member to have for another. Thou, O Lord, : 
art pitiful and of tender Mercy, and haſt made it 
the Duty of all Chriſtians to be pitiful, and to 
have Compaſſion one of another, but how unlike } 
thee in this Reſpect have I been, and how con- 
trary to my Duty herein have I acted. God be 
Merciful unto me, and lay not mine Uncharitable- 
neſs to my Charge: Give me to experience how 
pitiful and of what tender Mercy thou art, in thy 
pardoning my want of Pity and tender Mercy 
towards my fellow Creatures. Implant in me a 


: Care and Concern for all my fellow Creatures, 1 


cepppecially fellow Chriſtians, who are Members of 


the Myſtical Body; and excite me by thine. hea- 


venly Grace, inſtead of ſeeking altogether mine 


own Things, to ſeek the Good of others: Give me 
by Love to ſerve others, As ] have received the Gift, ; 
even ſo help me to Miniſter the ſame 10 others, as 


3 good Steward of the Manifold Grace of God. As 


8 Opportunity offers, enable me to do good unto all 
Men, more eſpecially unto them who are of the Houſ- 
Bold of Faith. Since doing Good and Communicating, 


mere Sacrifices with which thou art well-pleaſed, O 


may I be fo well-pleaſed with 'em, as ſtill to 

| offer *em up. Give me to evidence myſelf a 

Righteous Perſon, by giving and not ſparing, and | 
to evidence myſelf a 5 Man, 9 11 - 
veuur 


an Scrißture Bxpreſſin „ 0 5 


vour and lending. Make me kind and tender heart- 


ed, always ready to ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion to- 
wards my fellow Creatures, F orgive me, O Lord, 


that I have no more /ympathized with others in be 


their Sorrows and AMidtions, and give me thy 
Grace to enable me for the Time to come, 
both to Ryoice with them that do Rejoice, and 10 
Mech with them that Weep, Grant that I may 
remember them who are in Bonds, as bound with 
' them, and them that ſuffer Adverſity, as being myſelf 
alſo in the Body. Forgive me that I have no 
more vi/ited the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Af- 
Nictions, and make me for the future more rea- 
dy to diſcharge this Duty, which is ſo conſider- 


able a Branch of pure and undefiled Religion. For- 


give me that I have no more made it my Buſi- | 
neſs to relieve the Aflicted, to comfort the feeble 

. | Minded, and to ſupport the Weak, and make me for 

| the future Conſcientious in the Diſcharge of theſe 

| _ Chriſtian Duties: Make me ever ready both to 

comfort them that are cas? down, and ts relieve them: 


Z that are in Diſireſs; Stir me up according to- 1 


mine Ability, and as Opportunity offers, to give 
Meat to the Hungry, Drink to the J. 2 to take 
in Strangers, to Cloath the Naked, to Viſit the Sich, 
and thoſe that are in Priſon, as being ſenſible that 
 ohat id done lo theſe, if they belong to Chriſt, is 
reckoned as done unto himſelf :- [oY may TI never 
fu up the Bowels of my Compaſſion againſt my Bro- 
iber when I ſee him in Need. Enable me, by thy 


Grace, to bear other People's Burdens, that by this. ö 
Mean I may fal the Law of Chrif. May I. | 


never be forgetful to entertain Strangers, but Excite: 


38 = Choſe Devotions, 


me by thine heavenly Grace, to uſe Hoſpitality 
10 others without grudging. Grant alſo that I may 
| Have Grace to enable me to do Good to them that 
bate me, to Bleſs them that Curſe me, and to pray 
For them that deſpitefully uſe me; ſuffer me not to 
render Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but 
contrariwiſe, Bleſſing : Inſtead of being overcome by | 
Evil, give me Grace whereby I may always cr come 
5 Evil with Good. Theſe Things: I humbly entreat 
for his ſake, who not only bore our Burdens, and 
carried our Griefs, but who alſo opened the Bowels 
of his Compaſſion towards me, and laid down his on 
OT - me an Enemy, to whom, GW. 


A Prayer for a Cbriſtian, and Peaceable | 


eee towards our Fellow Creatures. 


| Bleſſed Lord, who give# Wiſdom and up- 
E  braidef# not, 1 ftand* in need of this ex- 
” ceNſent Gift, to- direct my Carriage towards my 
Fellow Creatures; O withhold not from me 
that Grace and Wiſdom which is requiſite for 
this purpoſe. Forgive me, O Lord, it at any | 
time I have done Evil to my Neightour, or. thought 
evil of him, and cloath me with that Charity 
_ eohich thinketh no Evil, and which will be a Mean 
of keeping me from imagining Evil againft my 
Broiber in minegHeart, Forgive me, if at any 
WW — time, orin 5 Reſpect, I have not done that to 
WW others, which [would they ſhould do to me, or if I 
1 have done that to others, which I would not they 
. Haul ds to me; and give me Grace for the future 
ito act more agrecably to this comprehenſive 
Lay of my dear Redeemer, Forgive me, if 


in 
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in Scripture Expreſſions, :-- 


nn any Reſpect I have withheld from others that 
' - which is their Due, and may I be enabled, by thy 
Grace, to render to all their Dues, J. ribute to whom 
' Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. Implant in 
mee that Love which is the fulfilling of the Lat, 
and which worketh no Ill to his Neioblour: Make 
me Patient. towards all Men; Let my Moderation 
he known unto all Men; Give me to pleaſe my Neigh-- 
Sour for his Good to bis Ed fication; yea, help me 
do pleaſe all Men in all Things, not ſeeking mine own 
Prat. Give me to honour all Men, eſpecially them 
that fear the Lord, that in this Reſpe& 1 may 
evidence myſelf to belong to the-Number of. 
ſuch, who are to abide for ever in thy Tabernacle :- 
| Grant that I may ſubmit myſelf io others in the 


Fear of God, and may I be adorned with that 


TLoꝛolineſo of Mind, which will teach me to eſteem 
' others better than ſelf Forgive me, Gracious 
Lord, that I have no more followed after the 
1 ings which make for Peace, and whereby I 
might have edified others: Whatever has been 
done by me through Strife and Vain glory, or 
wherein I have at any time given way to De- 
Bates, to Envyings, to Wraths, 10 Strifes, to Back. 
bitings, Whiſperings, let all be paſt by, and gra- 
cioully forgiven. Give me for. the Time to 
come, 10 ſtudy to be Quiet, aud to do mine own Bu- 
| fineſs : Grant that I may according to the Wiſe 
| Man's Advice, leave off Contention before it be 
| 21cddled witbal. Tho? others may be for War, yet 
grant that I may be for Peace: Convince me, O 
Lord, what an Honour i it is t ceaſe from foals a 
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and make me ambitious of it. Root, I beſeecl; 
thee, all that Hatred out of me which ſtirreth up 
Strife, and all that Pride by which cometh Conten- 
tion, and all thoſe Luſts from woence come Wars and 
Figbtings: And grant, O thou Gad of Love and 
Peace, who maleſt Peace in thine high Places, that 


fired tor, and brought unto thofe- peaceful Re- 
gions, where nothing is, or ever will be done through 

Strife and Vain-glory, but where the Bleſſed Inha- 
bitants dwell together in perfect Unity, and being at 
Peace among# themſelves, are alſo admitted to the 


fraviſning Enjoyment of thee the God of Peace, 


and of thy Son Jeſus the Prince of Peace. Hear 


and anſwer for his ſake, who once died upon the 


_ Croſs on purpoſe to make Peace; and to reconcile 


4 0 Things both in Heaven and Earth, for whom 1 


8 Bleſs thee, and to whom, Sc. 


Things of an indifferent Nature. 


therein, O let it be thus with me; give me 
Grace and Wiſdom in T hings indifferent, to 


that inſtead of pleaſing myſelf, I may bear the In- 


pedienl: Help me ever to take heed, leſi my Liber- 


it 3 be my conſtant Endeavour to keep the | 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, till 1 am 


5 4 Prayer for Grace to wall Charitably i in l 


„ Ii nn os x . c . ras 


7, Biere Lord, it is a good Thing that the Heart [| 
8 be eſtabli hed with Grace and not with Meats, 
which have not profited them that have been occupied 


| behave myſelf ſo as not to give Offence: Grant 


 firmities of the Meat: Enable me to abſtain from 
| thoſe Things that are lawful, when they are not ex- 


» become « a Sampling: lock 1 170 them who are Weak ; 
5 may 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 189 


may I never do any Thing which may cauſe 


i any weak Brother to periſh, for whom Christ died. 


Lord keep me from ſinning again any weak Bre- 


| zhren, and by that Mean wounding their weak 
4 Conſciences; convince me that when at any time 


I do fo, 1 m againſt the Lord CBriſt. O cloath 
me with that Charity which ſeeketh not her own, 


and grant that 4% my Things may be done with 


Charity, Suffer me not to contend about ſuch 
Things which miniſter Queſtions rather than godly 


_ Eaifying, and convince me more and more, that 


the End of the Commandment is Charity. Keep 


me, I entreat thee, from judging, leſt I be judged, 5 
N and from condemning, leſt I be condemned: Help me 
to receive thoſe who are weak in the Faith, but not | 


with doubiful Diſputations ; and may I never judge 


or deſpiſe, or ſet at nought any, in Things of an 


indifferent Nature: Enable me ever to walk 


t Charizably, and to follow after Things which make 
| for Peace, for the fake of him who pleaſed not him 
el,, but bore the heavieſt Reproaches and Sufferings 


for my fake; to whom, with thee O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and 8 


| and Everlaſting Praiſe. Amen. — 
| 4 4g for Grace and Wi 2 to diredl, E 


both in giving and taking Reproof. 


Leſſed Lord, thou haſt made it the Duty 

of all Chriſtians to warn them that are un- 

ruly, and in any wiſe 10 rebuke their Neighbours, 
and net ſuffer Sin upon them ;, may it pleaſe thee 


graciouſly to forgive my Diſobedience to thee 
in this Matter, and my Omiſſion of ſo Charita- 


ble 
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ble an Act: 0 Lord, ſtir me up to the Dit ; 


charge of this necefſary Duty, and grant, that 
when at any time I undertake it, I may ev:- 


dence myſelf to be a wiſe Reprover. Suffer me 


not to teſtify mine Hatred of my Brethren, by the 
neglect of this Duty: Inſtead of Flattering with 
 xhe Tongue, any that Tranſgreſs thy Righteous 
Laws, give me Grace Wiſely to Rebuke 'em: 
When II fee others overtaken with a Fault, O give 
me Grace and Wiſdom to reſtore ſuch in the Spirit of 
 MAeebneſs: Help me to exbort Sinners, lef they be 
| hardened through the Deccitfulneſs of Sin, and to 


ſeek to convert boſe that err at any time from the | 
Truth, Grant, O Father of Lights, that the 


Mord of Chrifs may dwell richly in me, and may J 


De filled with all Knowlege, that fo I may be able to | 


admoniſb others aright. 

Since I am allo liable to offend in many Things, 
and by that Mean to expoſe myſelf to the juſt 

55 bs ge of others, give me Grace, when at 
any time I am reproved, to behave myſelf a- 
right under it: Grant, J beſeech thee, that I 

may not Err by refuſing Reproef, or evidence my- 
ſelf to be Bruliſb by taking it ill: Help me to re- 


gard Reproof, and let mine Ear always be Obedient 


70 a Wiſe Reprover; When the Righteous does at 
any time ſmite me, grant that I may eſteem it as a 


_ LKndueſs, and let all his Reproofs be to me as excel- 


| tent Oyl: Give me to loue him that rebukes me, 


6 . ne may I become Vi ſer by the Inſtruction which 
I receive from him. Help me to chuſe rather 10 


hear the Rebukes of the Wiſe, than the Song of 
. Kaul; and Srant that I may never. reckon any one 
mine 


„ „ . re © = 


© 


8 2 2 S . 


- WV. > 


in Scripture Expreſſions. 191 l 


mine E nemy, becauſe he tells me the Truth : Whilſt 
Others harden their Necks under frequent Reproofs, 
and by that Mean expoſe themſelves to ſudden 

and remedileſs Deſtruction, may ] keep in the Way of 
Life, by attending to Inſtruction and Reproof. 
May I, O God, be cloathed with Humility, and 


| by that Mean be enabled to ſubmit to others in 


the Fear of God. Theſe Things I aſk at thine 
Hands, for the fake of him who Died, to Free 
me from Eternal Death, to whom be Honour 
and Glory, and Everlaſting Praiſes, Amen. 


4 da for the Grace of Humility. 
OST Bleſſed Lord, TI adore thee as the 


Sinful Worm, yet has mine Heart been lifted up 


with Pride, and I have been prone to think of 


myſelf more highly than I ought to think. I have 


too often decezved myſelf, by thinking unſelf to be 


ſomething, when alas I am nothing, I have been 
00 deſirous of Vain Glory, and have too much 
minded High 7. pings, and been not a little Miſe in 


mine own Conceit, 1 have Reaſon to Bluſh, that 


tho? I have ſo little Goodneſs, I have been ſo 
forward to proclaim that little, and that notwith- 
ſtanding I have ſuch abundant Realon for lying Cel 


in 


high and lofty One, that inhabits Eternity, .- 4 
2806 Name is Holy, thou dwelle# in the high and 
| holy Place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and 
bumble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the Humble, 

| and to revive the Hearts of the contrite Ones, 1 
muſt own myſelf utterly unworthy of this Fa- 
vour, ſince inſtead of being humble and contrite, 

I have been vain and proud. Tho? I am a vile 
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mine own Clary. TI have great Reaſon, O Lord, 

to be humbled for mine indulging Pride and 
Vanity, fince by this Mean I have expoſed my- 
ſelf very juſtly to thine Hatred, who haſt 0 
red in thine Holy Word, that a proud Look thou 
Hate, and every one that is Proud in Heart is an 
Abomination to the Lord. But I beſeech thee for 
his ſake, who humbled himſelf to Death, even that 
of the Croſs, have Mercy upon me, pardon my paſt 
Pride and Arrogancy, and be pleaſed to Cloath 
me with Humility, Grant me thine heavenly 


as J ought to do, who am nothing elſe but Sin- 
ful Dull and Ahes : Keep me from Stretching my- 
ſelf beyond my Meaſure; and ſeeing thou haſt 


great Things for myſelf, Help me to imitate my 
= Blefſed Saviour, who was Meek ond lowly of 
 — AZHeart, and to ſerve thee the Lord my God, with all 
_ Lowlinejs and Meekneſs, and with "al Humility of 
= And. Grant, I humbly beſeech thee, O God, 


- Praiſe of thee my God, before the Praiſe of Men, 
and whilſt others are ſeeking Honour one of ano- 


bs humbly to all Men; eloath me with that Cha- 


ri which vaunts not 106, which is not puffed up; 
and help me, in Imitation of my Bleſſed Maſter, 
0 condeſcend to Men of low Degree, Deliver me 
= from een in | any thing 100 I laut received 
| from 


in the Duſt; I have been fo forward to ſearch : | 


Grace, that I may always think ſoberly of myſelf, | 


that whatever others do, I may ever prefer the 


ber, I may till be ſeeking that Honour which | 
= cometh from God only. Give me Grace to walk 
_ -unbly with thee my God, and allo to carry it 


a ; "oo ; . 
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charged me to the contrary, may I never ſeek | 


is 
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: from thee, as tho! 7 had not received it, and give 


me always when I Glory to Glory in thee, O Lord. 


| Keep me, I pray thee, from all Spiritual Pride, 
and grant that I may not be of the Number of 
thoſe hat traſt in themſebues that they axe righteous, 


and deſpiſe others, which ſay, fland by thyſelf, come 
not near us, for we are holier than thou: Inſtead 
of going about 70 Mabliſb mine own Righteouſneſs, 
give me Grace to humble myſelf before thee, 
| and to /ubmit to the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith. 
O thou who reſſteſt the Proud, but giveſt Grace t0 
the humble, be pleaſed to cloath me with that : 
Poverty of Spirit, which will qualify me for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, for the Roemer 8 . o _ 
| whom, Se. 


4 Prayer for the Grace of Tei, 


OST Holy and Gracious Majeſty, thou 1 
haſt been pleaſed to give Man a Dami- 


nion over the other Creatures, and a ri ht to uſe 


*em for his Support and Comfort, for is Suſte- - 


Nance and Nouriſhment. I know, O Lord, By 


that every Creature of thine is good, if a Man uſe it 
lawfully ; 1 wiſh 1 had always done fo, but it 


has been my Sin and Folly, that I have been 0 85 


apt to abuſe thy good Creatures by Intem! 


ance, I have not been ſo careful to put a Knife x oY 
| is my Throat, as I ought to have been: I have 
not been fo temperate in all Things, as becomes 


one that is running 4 Race, end ſtriving for Maſte- 
ry, and that in order to obtain an incorruptible 
Crown of Glory. How juſtly mighteſt thou, Q 
Lord, puniſh mine abuſe of at good Creatured, 


* by 
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by rt n me of the Uſe of the ſame, and 
ſending Want and Famine upon me; yea, how 
juſtly mighteſt thou ſend me to that Place of 


"Torment, where I ſhould not have one Drop of 


Tater to cool my Flaming Tongue; But I beſeech 


| thee, O Lord, ſhew Mercy unto me, for thy 


Son's fake; Pardon | me, I beſeech thee, where- 


| in I have at any time abuſed thy Good Crea- 


tures by my Intemperance and ſeeing Tem- 


perance is a Fruit of the Spirit, give me thy 


Spirit to produce this excellent Fruit in me; 
IA brough thy Mercy, 1 know thy holy Will, 


O give me to this my Knowlege to add Temperance : 


Grant me thy Heavenly Grace, whereby I may 
be enabled to Hive ſoberly in this preſent World : 

| That every Man ſhould Eat and Drink, and ſo en- 

joey ibe Fruit of his Labour; it is the Gift of God, 


but grant that I may not abuſe this thy $1, 


by eating and drinking to Exceſs: Keep m 

; from being inordinately de/irous of Dainties, 15 
ing they are deceitful Meat; Suffer me not to count 
1 Pleaſure to Riot in the Day-time, left I receive 


5 1e Reward of Unrighteauſneſs : Give me Grace to 


$ rate heed to myſelf, teſt at any time mine Heart 8 


overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs : 


: enable mme to walk Honeſtly as in the Day, 3 in 
Nioting and Drunkenneſs, and inſtead of being 


Drunk with Wine, wherein is Exceſs, may 1 be fill. 
ed with the Spirit. Let me be happily delivered 
by thy Grace from all that Woe and Sorrow, 
| thoſe Contentions and Bablings, thoſe Wounds with- 
| out Cauſe, and that Redneſs 57 yes, which is the 
FF deſerved Lot of thoſe that JOY long at the Wine, 


Keep 
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Keep me, I beſeech thee; at a Diſtance from 
whatever has a Tendency to involve me in the 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, leſt I ſhould be deceived by 

Wine and ſtrong Drink, and by that Mean evidence 
myſelf to be void of Wi 1 Give me Grace to 

avoid all Occaſions of ty; gin, and to ſhun that 

Company which helps Winrouce it: Keep 

me by thy Gracious Providence from being a- 

2 Vine Bibbers, and riotous Eaters of Fleſh, 

jt 1 ſhould be drawn'to run with em to the ſame 

Exceſs of Riot: Keep me from looking upon the 

Wine, when it is red, when'it giveth bis Colour in 

the Cup; when it moveth' ilſelf aright : Convince 

me how at laſt it Biteth like a Serpent, and Stingeth 
lite an Adder, Suffer me not, O God, to in- 
dulge myſelf in thoſe Yorks of the Fleſh, do, 
whoſoever does, Hall not inherit thine Heavenly 

Kingdom; ſuffer me not for thy Son's ſake, for 

whom I bleſs thee, in whom I deſire to be 


tound, and to whom be OY Praiſes. 
Amen. 


14 Prayer fir the Grace of Se 0. 


Lord, by thee were all Things created, that. 
- are in Heaven, and that are in. Earth, Viſi. 
ple and Inviſible, whether they be Angels, or Thrones, 

or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers: All 
Things were created by thee, and for thee, 1 was 
made by thee, and for thee, and therefore it is 
my bounden Duty to Study rather to glorify thee, 
than to gratify myſelf, but to my Shame may I 

| ſpeak it, I have made it too much my Buſineſs, 
to indulge and gratify wee Inſtead of making 
I: 2 Proviſun 


| that I had not 
the Things of Jeſus Chriſt : I have been too much 
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Proviſion for Eternity, as I ſhould have done, 1 
Have been very apt to make Provijien for the Flaſb 
10 fulf the Lufts of it: 1 have too much indulged 
a carnal Mind, which is Enmity again God, and 
oo much walked after the Fuſes ending 


| that whoſoever does fo, it is impoſſible that he 


 fhould pleaſe thee ;, J have been à lover of Pleaſure, 
_ rather than a lover of Cad, and I wiſh I could fay 
ſeught mine own Things, more than 


a Servant of Corruption, and have too much #ved 


1 Pleaſure, by which Mean I have evidenced 


| myſelf to be dead in @ Spiritual Senſe, whillt I 


have been alive in a natural ove. Thus, thus, O 
Sad has it been with me; fo far have I been 

from evidencing myſelf to be a Diſciple: of Je- 
is, by denying myſelf, by taking up my Croſs and fol. 


bowing him. O may it pleaſe thee for his ſake to 


E have Mercy upon me, and forgive me in thoſe 


Reſpects wherein I have acted contrary to thoſe 


| ec.xcellent Precepts of Self. denial and Mortifica- 
} Convince 


tion, contained in his Holy Goſpel : 
me of the Abſolute Neteſlity of denying myſelf, 


in order to the being bis Diſciple, and give me 
Grace to comply herewith. Grant that I may 
| no longer live after the Fleſh, left I Die, but Stir 
mame up and enable me to crucify ibe Fleſp, together 


with its Affections and Luſts, that by this Moan, 1 
may evidence myſelf 1 belong to Chriſt. Enable 


me 7o mortify my Members which are upon the 


{ £Zarth, and is keep under my Body, and bring it into , | 
=: SubjeBion : Inſtead of L 


1 ding any longer in Plea- 
3 . —— na I may _ Hans as 4 2 
1 Solcher 


en. 
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Soldier of Feſus Chriſt. Keep me from being 
conformed to this World, and let me be iransform- 
eld by the renewing of my Mind. Give me to count. 
all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency.of the Knows. 
lege of Chrift Jeſus my Lord; and make me will- 
ing to forſabe all, yea, Life itſelf, ratber than not 
be his i/ciple : Enable me to pluck out a Right 
He, or cut off a Right Hand, that may offend, and 
| to caſt it from me, ſmce it is profitable for me, that 
one of my Members ſhould periſh, and not that my 
whole Body ſhould be caſt into Hell. Make me, I. 
pray thee, a true and ſincere Follower of the 
ſelf⸗ den oe fr. Jeſus ; Root, by the powerful Effi- 
cacy of thy Grace, he. carnal Mind out of me, 
her to be carnally Minded is Deatb, and make me 
Spiritually Minded, - which to be, is Life and Peace. 
Grant, I humbly beſeech thee, that it may be 
ever a Pleaſure to me. to deny myſelf, and to 
Croſs: mine own Inclinations in Obedience to 
him, and in Order to promote his Glory, who 
denied himſelf to ſuch a Degree for me, yea, 
who humbled himſelf to Death, even that. of the 


Croſs, for my fake: Hear me for his ſake, o 
whom, c. 


4 Prayer for Gree; to be preſerved from 5 
e he Infection of evil Company. 


Lord, . wo is me that 1 ſcjourn in Mefech, 5 
O and chat 7 bell in the Tents of Kedar; 5 
i e in a World where there are many Evil do- 
ers, whom J am too prone to imitate; I be- 
wail it that I am fo apt 1 conſent when Sinners 
4 26ice ; that I:have been fo apt to enter into the 
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| Path of the Wicked, and to go in the Way of Evil 
Mien, when I ſhould bave avoided it, turned from it, 


and paſſed away ; That I have been fo prone and 


inclined to follow a Multitude to do Evil. God be 
merciful unto me, and lay not this my Sin and 
| Folly to my Charge: Give me Grace to refrain 
my Foot from the Path of the Wicked ; Root out of 
me all Dejfres of being with them, lest by this Mean 
I come to learn their Ways, and ſo get a Snare to 
m Soul: Suffer me not to evidence myſelf Void of 
Underſtanding, by following vain Perſons , O let me 
| not be Snared by following them, who would thru# } 
mme out of the Way, which thou the Lord my God bas 
commanded me to walk in. May I be fo Bleſſed, 
as not to walk in the Counſel of the Ungodly, nor 
ſtand in the Way of Sinners, nor ever ſit in the | 
Seat of the Scornful : Keep me from ſtrengthening 
the Wicked in their Evil Ways, by imitating 
their Examples; O ſuffer me not thus to help 
the Ungodly, and evidence my Love of them that hate 
. the Lord, leſt Wrath ſbauld come upon me from be- 
fore thee: Make me ſuch a one, in whoſe Eyes 
a vile Perſon is contemned, that ſo J may abide for 
ever in thy Tabernacle. Give me Grace and Wiſ⸗ 
dom 0 go from the Preſence of a Fooliſh Man, 
when I perceive not in him the Lips of Knowlege, 
and convince me that à Companion of Fools ſhall 
be aeftroged: May I have no Fellowſhip with the 
 Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but give me Grace 
father zo reprove them. Grant that I may with- 
draw from every Brother that walketh diſorderly, _ 
and not after the Tradition received from the Apoſtles, 
and Keep me from chufing any of his Ways. R war 
22 pr tg ono COTM e 
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ſtead of being a Companion of Fools, incline mine 
Heart to be a Compunion of all them that Fear 
thee, O Lord, and of them that keep thy Precepis; 
Stir me up 1% walk with Wiſe Men, that berkby 
1 may come 10 be Wiſe, and make me a' Follower. 
of all them, who through Faith and Patience are now 
 #nheriting the Promiſes, that ſo hereafter” I may 

come to an innumerable Company of Glorious Angels, 
and to the Spirits of Fuſt Men made perfect, uben 1 

| ſhall be put out of all danger of receiving the 
leaſt Hurt from the Infection of evil Doers. 
Fear and Anſwer, I beſeech thee, for thy Son's 
lake,. for whom J bleſs. thee, to whom, Sc. 


1 Prayer for Growth i in Grace. 


Leſſed Lord, thou baft eftabliſhed the Hea- 
hg dens and the Earth, and they abide : Thou © 
pPreſerveſt aud upholde# all Things by the Word of 
thy Power, and they continue' ba Day according to 
thine Ordinances, I bleſs thee for all thy Fa- 
vours, but more eſpecially for thoſe of a Spiri- 


| tual Nature; I am aſhamed, I have improved | 


them no better: I have through Mercy received 
both how to walk, and how to pleaſe Cod. But 1 
have been far from abounding in thoſe Duties 
which do pleaſe thee ; whereas I ſhould have 
made it my Buſineſs 2 grow in Grace, and in the 
| Knowlege of my Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 1 
muſt own that. I have been very barren and Un- 
_ fruitful: T have not given that Diligence which 1 
might, and ſhould have done, to add to my Faith 
Virtue, and to Virtue Knowlege, and to Knorelege 
T emperance, and to 27 emperance Patience, and to Pu- 
lience 


* 
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tiene Codimſi, and to-Godlonſe bratherly Kinditſt, 


aud to brotherly Kindneſs Charity, but have been 


very deſicient and larti in my Duty, Alas! 


I have a great deal of Reaſon to cry out, My 
Team, my Leanneſs. T'beſeech thee, O Lord, 
be Merciful to me, for thy Son's fake, and for- 
give me, that have been ſo Barren and Unfruitfu! 


an Religion as I have been: And ſtir me up 


both to glorify thee, and alſo to evidence myſe 
a Diſciple. of Chriſt's, by. bearing much Fruit. 


Grant, I beſeech thee, that being nouriſhed up in 


_ tbe Words of Faith and good Doctrine, I may con- 
_ tinually grow in Grace, and in the Knowlege of my 


| Lord and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt. Let my Love eſpe- 


cially abound more and more in Knowlege, and in all 


Righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriff, unto the 


Glory and Praiſe of thee my God, Help me daily 
to exercije myſelf ts Godlineſs, ſtill zo approve thoſe 


Dings which. are excellent, to be ever ſeeking 10 


| ence, and 10 covet earneſtly the beff Gifts. As thou 


bo haft called me art Holy, fs grant that I may be 


1 . Hh in all Monuer of Converſation; Let my Righ- 
Tteouſueſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes and 
| _ Phariſees, and not only fo, but grant that my 


 LTagbi may fo Shine before Men, that they ſeeing my 
good Works, may be induced hereby, to Glorify 
tber my Father who art in Heaven. Give me 


l Grace, I beſcech thee, to walk worthy of thee ] 
l God, who haft called me to thy Kingdom and Glory, 


yea, worthy of thee unto all plea 
in every gecd Work, and encreafing in the Knowlege 
l of tbce my God, Enable me to walk as a Child of 


Ning, being Fruitfu! | BY 
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God, and alwsys 10 abpund in the Work of the Lord, 
 forafmuch as I know, that my Lrhouy is not in 
Lain in the Lord, Grant theſe 1 igs, I pray 
_ thee, for thy Son's lake. | Amen. e 


A Prayer for Grace, to Redeem and Improve 
I | Es 
Ld Lefſed Lord, who wa#? from Euerlaſting to 
| Everlaſting, my Times are in thine Hands + 
| Thou haſt allotted me my Time here upon 
Earth, I am aſbamed that I have ſo ſhamefully 
miſpent it : How much Time alas have I ſpent, 
which might have been better ſpent, more to 
thy Glory, more to mine own Good, and more 
to the Benefit of others. By being ſorbful in the 
Merk thou haſt given me to do, I have ſhewn 
myſelf to be a great Waſter of Precious Time. 
Tho' my Time here upon Earth is ſhort at long- 
eſt, yet have I with a profufe Prodigality been 
apt to ſquander it away, in the purſuit of lying 
Vanities, How much of my Time has been 
devoured by Sleep, by needleſs and immoderate 
Diverſions, by impertinent Viſtts, and after the 
manner of the Aubenians of Old, either in telling 
or bearing ſome new Thins, God be merciful to me, 
and Graciouſly forgive my wretched miſpend- 
ing of my precious Time. Convince me that 
it is high Time to awake out of Sleep, and help me, 
by thy Grace, to cat off all Works of Darkneſs : 
Grant that I may lde no longer the reſt of my Time 
in the Fleſh, to the Will of Men, but to the Will of 
God: Let the Time paſt ſuffice to have wrought the 
Will of the Gentiles, and ſeeing thou art pleaſed 
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may give up my Account with Joy 


2202 — - 0 ſet Diwali; 


to give me Spare 10 Repent, O give me Grace to 
Improve it accordingly, in bringing forth Fruit 


meet for Repentance, and in Working the Works o 


God: Grant that IL may feek thee in @ Time 
when thou mayeſt be found, and convince me, * 
now is the accepied Time, that now is the Day 
Salvation. 


me to improve it accordingly. Keep me from 


| Þoaſting of to Morrow, ſince I know not what a 
Day may bring forth; and may I, in this my Day, 


know ibe Things that belong to my Peace, before they 
be hid from mine Eyes. 


ral valuable Purpoſes, for which thou gaveſt it 


me. Foraſmuch as every thing is beautiful in its 
re Seaſon,” may I have Wiſdom rightly to manage 
; and diſpoſe my Time. 
Time is a Talent, for which I am accountable; 


_ Convince me that my 
and grant, that I may ſo improve it, as that I 


rief. Make me ſenſible, O God, how that 
an Eterni.y of Happineſs or Miſery depends 
upon the Improvement or Non- Improvement of 
my preſent Moments, and let this Conſideration 


render Time very valuable to me. O keep me 
from ſpending my Days in Idleneſs and Vanity, 


when an Eternity lies at Stake. Convince me, 


that this Time upon which an Eternity depends, 
is ſhort, and that there is but a Step betwixt me 


and Death; for behold, O Lord, thou haſt made my 


Dogs as an Hand Breadth, and n mine Age is as no- | 
| | | 24 Hi "ns 


O convince me hereof, and enable : 


Let me have the MWiſe 
Man's Heart, diſcerning both Time and Judgment; 
and ſeeing 70 every Purpoſe there is a Time, give 
mae Grace to improve my Time, to thoſe ſeve- 


5 and not with 
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thing before thee : Seeing my Time is ſhort, O let 

it be exceeding precious to me, and give me 
Grace to Uſe this World, as not abuſing it: Seeing 
it is but a little while that the Light is with me, 
help me 0 walk whilſt I have the Light, left Dark- 
neſs come upon me. Make me ſenſible how great 
a Work I have to do in this little Time, which 
thou haſt allotted for my Stay in this World, 
and may a lively Senſe hereof quicken me to 
redeem Time: Let a Senſe of the Time I have 
ſquandered away in Vanity, alſo quicken me 
| hereto: O make me ſenſible of the Work of 
Time, and how great a Loſs the Loſs of it is. 
Let me not be like thoſe who are willing, at 
any rate, to pals away the Time, but give me, 

by a. Wiſe Improvement of it, to lay a Founda- 
tion for Joy and Comfort, then when I come 
to the Period of it, for thy Son's ſake, to whom : 
be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. PLE 


4 Prayer for Wi om. 


1 God, thou art Wiſe in Heart, yea, thou art 
0 mighty in Wiſdom, I adore thee as the only 


Mie God, and am aſhamed to think how Foolifh 
I Have been, and Ignorant: There has been, and 
{till is, a great deal of Fooliſpneſs bound up in mine 
Heart: I have been Fooliſh becauſe I have been 
diſobedient, ſerving divers Luſts and Vanities. Thou 
knowef my Fooliſhneſs, O God, my Wounds flink and 
are corrupt by reaſon hereof. Tn Sinning againſt thee, 2 
J have done Fooliſoly, fince hereby I have caſt a 
Contempt upon thine Infinite Perfections, have 
f mes thy Favour, and Provoked thee an 5 
terna 
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ternal Almighty Being, to be mine oy HY 
HAereby I have run counter to the greateſt Ob- 
Iggations, have oppoſed the Deſigns of a Com- 
paſſionate Saviour, and teſtified the greateſt 
Jatred of mine own Immortal never-dying 


Soul : God be merciful unto me, for his Son's fake; 


and wherein I have done Feohſbly, Grant that I 
may do ſo uo more; Root out of me that Fooliſb- 
neſs ge l-4 is bound up in mine Heart, and may I 


a7 henceforth be enabled, by thy Grace, to walk 


not as a Foal, but as Wiſe: 0; implant Wiſdom, 1 
 beſeech thee, in mine hidden 3 even that Wiſ- 


dom, the Merchandiſe whereof is better than the 


05 : Merchandiſe of Silver, and the Gain whereof i is bet- 
ter than Fine Gold; that Wiſdom which is better than 


| 4 Rubies, and with which all the Things that can be 


dAgſired, are not fit to be compared; 2 am very ſen- 


fable, that Wiſdom is a Tree of Life, to all them . 


that lay bold on it, and retain it, O may I then 


be ſo happy as to do this: II js the principal Thing, 5 


and therefore whatever elſe it may pleaſe thee 
to deny or withhold from me, deny me not 


this; withhold not from me this excellent Good. 

O thou who puiie# Wiſdom in the inward Parts, 

and giveſt Underſtanding. to the Heart, who gives? 
Vi om to the Wiſe, Hs Knowlege to them that 


know Underſtanding, withhold it not from me, 


now that it has pleaſed thee to encourage all 


that Jack it, 10 aſk 14 at thine Hands; I muſt own, 


O Lord, that I lack it; give, yea, I beſeech || 5 
© thee, give liberdly of tbat Wiſdom, which will be 


Life to my Soul, and Grace io my Neck; which is 


ellential to mine e and Ornamental to 
my 


— 
— 


. oy 
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my Nature: Let me not Die for want of this 
Spiritual Wiſdom, which is a Well-ſpring of Life to 
thoſe that have it: Implant the Fear of the Lord in 
me, which is Wiſdom, and give me Grace to de- 
part from Evil, which is the trueſt Undenſtanding- 
May I be fo Wiſe as to Repent of my Sins, and 
yield Obedience to the Goſpel, that ſo I may 
be Wiſe to Everlaſting Salvution; May I be lo 
Wiſe, as ever to live up to the Dignity of my 
noble Nature, and to conſult the Peace of m1 
Mind; as to ſtand prepared for all Events, and 
to be in a Readineſs to depart hence, whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe thy Wiſe Providence to Summon 
me away by Death; May I be fo Wiſe, as to 
follow thine infallible Conduct, and do thoſe 
Things which ever had, and ſtill have the Ap- 
Probation of all Wiſe Men; ſo Wiſe as to run.- - 
no Hazards, with reſpe& to my main Concern, 
| and always to do ſuch Things, which will Mi- 
niſter pleaſing Reviews in the Reflexion; ſo 
Wiſe, as to be ſecuring to myſelf an Happineſs, 
which no Sufferings can deprive me of, and to 
get and keep in ſuch a Condition, wherein 1 
need not fear any thing, but may hope for eve- 
ry thing. Give me allo the Wiſdom of the Pru- 
dient, which is to underſtand his Way, and help me 
with the Prudent to look well to my Goings, for 
thy Son's fake, who 7s the Wiſdom and Power of 
| God, to the Salvation of all them that believe, to 
7 whom, with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be E. 
; N n. Ann. 
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4 Proyer proper in a Time of Allein, | 
Leſſed Lord, the Kingdom of whoſe Provi- 


Hand, in this eons Viſitation, that I am ex- 
erciſed with; for it is thou, O Lord, who form- 
ef the Light, 4 create Darkneſs, thou makes? 
Peace and create Evil, I am very ſenſible, O 


Lord, that fiction cometh not from the Dug, 
neither aoth Trouble Spring out of the Ground: It is 


thou, O Lord, who haſt appointed me this Rod; 


and ſeeing it has pleaſed thee 4% ſhew me great 


and ſore Trouble, I deſire to make mine humble 


Applications to thee: I own thou mayeſt do 
with me, or any other Inbabitant of the World what- 
ever pleaſes thee : The Cup which thou mine Heaven- | 
Hh Father puts into mine Hands, 1 am willing to 
Drink, O make me more ſo: I own it as a Cup 
full of Mixture, and I bleſs thee, that in the 
mid? of Fudgment t pleaſes thee to remember any 
Mercy. Thou haſt not Affficted me as thou 


_ mighteſt have done, but haſt debated with me in 
Meaſure, and haſt graciouſly fayed thy rough 


Wind, in the Day of the Eoft-wind: Thou haſt 

not, in Afflicting me, deal! with me after my Sins, 

7 nor rewaraed me according to mine Iniquities, but 
haſt graciouſly exaZ7ed leſs of me than mine Iniquity | 

 deſerveth, Thou haſt not called me out to en- 
counter ſo great a Fight of Affitions, as thou haſt 


many that have loved thee better than I have 


done: I am ſenſible there have been far better 
HM Perſons than myſelf, who have both Hungered 
xD and Ti Gore, who have been Nated and Buffered, 
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who have had no certain dwelling Place, but who 
through much and great Tribulation, have got ſafe 
to thine Heavenly Kingdom: When I conſider 
theſe Things, I ſee a great deal of Reaſon to 
ſubmit to this Afflictive Diſpenſation. O ſancti- 
fy it for Good unto me: Grant that in every 
Affliction I am exerciſed with, I may therein 
ſee more of the Evil of Sin, fince had it not 
been for Sin, neither my Fleſh upon me would 
have had Pain, nor would my Soul within me have. 
| Mourned: And O let this Conſideration prove 
Effectual through thine Heavenly Grace, to 
excite in me a greater Indignation againſt Sin. 
Make me herein alſo to ſee the Vanity of all 
Earthly Enjoyments; convince me from hence, . 
that this Earth is not tbe Place of my Ref, and 
may this Viſitation prove Effectual through thy 
Grace, to draw off mine Aﬀe#ions from "Things | 
Here below, O help me now zo ſearch and iry my 

Ways, yea, now that I am holden in the Cords of 
Afliction, open thou mine Ears to Diſcipline, ſhew 
unto me my Works and my Tranſereſſions wherein 1 
have exceeded, Give me to remember my Ways and 
my Doings, wherein I have been defiled, and to loath 
myſelf in mine own Sight for the Evils that I have 
committed, Give me Repentance unto Life, Let 
me be intereſted in thy pardoning Mercy, thy 
Sanctifying Grace, thine adopting Love, and 

then deal with me as thou pleaſeſt ; However, 
with a due Submiſſion to thine Holy Will, I 
deſire that the Affliction may be removed. 
FTho' thou haſt cauſed Grief, yet may it pleaſe 
thee to have Lu on according to the Multitude 
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of thy tender Merci O thou who doſt not er 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men, Thou 
haſt ſaid thou wilt not akways chide, neither wilt 
thou keep Anger for ever; may it pleaſe thy Gra- 
cious Majeſty, to fulfil this thy Gracious Pro- 
miſe to me, and let me by happy Experience 
find, that thine Anger endures for a Moment, and 
that in thy Favour there is Life; tho Weeping en- 
dure for a Night, yet that Foy comes in the Morn- 
ing. Grant theſe Things, O merciful Father, 
for his ſake, who bore our Sickneſſes, and carried 
our Infirmitiesy to whom, with thyſelf, and Ho- 
Ty Spirit, be Honour and S, and Everlalt- 5 
ing Praiſes. Amen. 


: 4 Penitent Conf -/fon of Sin: proper. to ; be . 


uſed in a Time of Aﬀtiftion. 


O Lord, thou art Righteous in all thy Ways, 1 
and thou art Holy in all thy Works: Thou 

art Juſt in every Affliction that is laid upon me, 
for thou haſt herein dene Right, but I have done 
' MWickedly, I have fined, what ſhall I do unto thee, 
D /bou Preſerver of Men? How ſhould Men be Juſt i} 
wih God? If thou ſbouldeſt contend with me, I 

could not Anſwer thee for one of 4 Thouſand. If 1 
| Ffhould offer to juſtify myſelf, mine own Mouth 
1 would condemn me; if I ſhould ſay that 1 were per- 
Fell, my ſaying ſo would prove me perverſe. 00 
enter not into Judgment with thy Servant, for in th | 
= Sight fall no Man Living be juſtified, 1 am ſure I 

| ſhould not, forl began early to offend againſt }I 
| thine Holy Laws, and it has been too much my | 
Mamer Kan 5 Tus * to 40 . 1 have been 


us 
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* Fool % and Diſobedient, ſerving divers Lufts and 
_ Vanities, Inſtead of dae, to the Voice of thee, 
| the Lord my God, I have forſaken thee, and lifted 
up my Soul to hing Vanities, I have been ſtill 
provoking thee to Anger by my Sinful Ways, 1 have 
ſuffered Sin to reign in my mortal Body, and been 
in a ſervile Manner obedient to the Luſts of it, 1 
have inordinately loved this World, and deſpiſed 
that pleaſant Land to which I have been invited 
in thine Holy Word. The Luſts of the Fleſh, the 
Lofts of the He, and the Pride of Life, have ſadly 
drawn awa mine Heart from thee. I have, by 
indulging Bodily Sins, ſadly difhonoured my Body, 
_ which was fearful and wonderfully made by thee ,_ 
and I have, by Indulging Spiritual Wickedneſs, 
_ teſtified mine Hatred of, and wronged mine Im- 
mortal Soul, I have made thoſe Members of my 
Boch, Infruments of Unrighteouſneſs to thy Diſbo- 
our, which thou madeſt to be Inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs to thy Praiſe, and I have ſuffered 
the noble Powers of my Soul to be miſerably 
| enſlaved to Sin. O God, I have ſhamefully 
 defiled myſelf with mine own Works, and gone 2 
 Whuring far from thee with my Sinful Inventions, 
ſo that I very well deſerve to be brought low for 


mine Iniguilies, and 10 have thy Wrath kindled a.. 


aint me. Behold, O Lord, I am vile, what ſhall 
I anſwer hee? ? J have Reaſon, abundant Reaſon, 


to abhor myſelf, and to repent in Duf# and Aſhes, 4 


: and to ſay, that in laying this Affliction upon 


me, thou haſt not dealt with me after my Sins, | 


wor rewarded me according to mine Iniquities: It 1 | 
of by . E Lord, that I am not conſumed, 


7 fan 
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for I have grievouſh Sinned. apainſt thee; I have 
_ rebelled againſt thee in this, and the other Re- 


have all the Reaſon in the World to ſay, Iwill 


bear the Indignation of the Lord, ſeeing I have : 


thus Sinned again} him, and that with an High 


Hand and an out-firetched Arm. O God be merciful | 


to me, O God be merciful to me, for thy Son's fake, 


| who was wounded for my Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 5 
Pier mine Iniquities; and however it may pleaſe 
thee to Afflict me in this World, let me be de- 
livered by thy Mercy and Grace, from that 
Everlaſting Condemnation which my Sins have 
Juſtly merited. Accept, I humbly beſeech thee, 
of this my humble and penitent Confeſſion, || 
= which I offer at the Footſtool of thy Grace, 
and let the Fruit of this Affliction be the purging |} 
| away of Sin. I own, O Lord, that inſtead of 
| Aficting me as thou doſt, thou mighteſt puniſh } 
| me with the Loſs of Heaven, and the Pains of 
Nell; but I beſeech thee, O merciful Father, 
ff have Mercy upon me. I am informed out of 
' thine Holy Word, that if any ſay I have Sinned 
end perverted that which is Right, and it profits me 


not, thou wilt deliver his Soul from going into the 


7 Pit, and his Life ſhall ſee the Light. O then fulfil 
E this Gracious Promiſe which thou haſt made, 


and upon' which thou haſt cayſed me, thine un- 


_ werthy Servant, 7 hope. If it be thine holy 
Will, deliver my Life from the Grave, that Pit of 
: Corruption, and let my Life till fee the Light, 


However, deliver my Soul from Hell, that bot- 
tomleſs TR and N me to 0 jos the Ligh of Hi 


ſpect (here mention particular Tranſgreſſons.) I 


T 
= 
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in thine Heavenly Kingdom. There Grant, O 
Gracious Lord, that after a few Days are * 4 
ed, I may in thy Light ſee a Glorious Light, 

12 e Things I Nut for the ſake of thy 


arly Beloved Son, my Merciful and Gracious ; 
Redeemer, to whom, Ec. 


A Servant of God pleading the Promiſes in 
„ a Day of Afiidtion. 


" OST Gracious Lord, I bleſs thee for 
5 thoſe many Gracious Promiſes which 
| thou haſt made to thy Servants: when in an 

Afflicted State; O let them be fulfilled to me 

thine unworthy Servant. Thou haſt ſaid, thou 

wilt not cast off thy People, nor forſake thine Inberi- HY 
| tance, O do not forſake me, do not caſt me off, | 
who belong to. thine Inheritance. Thou haſt |} 
ſaid, that when thy Servants paſs through the Mau. 
ters, thou wilt be with them, and through the Ri- 
vers, they ſhall not overflow them, and when they 
 wwalk through the Fire, thou haft ſaid, they ſhall not 
be burnt; be pleaſed therefore to vouchſafe thy 
gracious Preſence to me, and ſuffer me not to 
receive any Hurt or Prejudice from mine Af. 
flicted State. Thou haſt faid, thou wilt have 
Mercy upon the Aidted, O let me therefore find 
5 Mery at thy Hands, conſider my Trouble, and know 
my Soul in Adverſfity. Haſt thou not undertaken, 5 
G Lord, to be a Refuge for the Oppreſſed, a Re- 
ige in time of Trouble? Iifly therefore unto thee - 
for Refuge, do thou in this Time of Trouble, 
hide me in thy Pavilion, in the Secret of thy Taber- 
wl, do lber hide — and fet me upon a Rock. Be 


pleaſed, b 
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pleaſed, O Lon, whilſt J walk in the mii of 
_ Trouble, graciouſly to revive me, and whilſt 7 V/ 


n Darkneſs, be thou a Light unto me; whilſt tho 
pleadeſt againſt me with thy Power, be ple n 


put Strength into me, and ſuffer thou not Pry £ Wer; 
to be moved. Art thou he, O God, who comforts 


thoſe that are caſt down? O then comfort me in all 

F my Tribulation, and let my Conſolation abound through 
_ Chris. O thou who haſt been wont to bring thy 
= Prople into the Wilderneſs, and then to ſpeak — | 


ably to them, do thou ſpeak Comfortably io me thine 


Mitred Servant. Thou haſt alſo promiſed, 0 


Lord, in thine Holy Word, to ſave thine Affibt. 


ed People, yea, tho” the Aﬀiiftion, of the Righteous 
may be many, thou haſt promiſed to deliver them 
q out of them all; if it be thine Holy Will, then, 
+ Fave and deliuer me in this Time of Need. © O thou 
who haſt faid, that thou wilt not contend for ever, 


nor be always wroth, for then the Spirit ſhould fail 


before thee,. and the Soul, which thou hast redeemed, 


ceaſe contending with me, if it be thine Holy 
Will. 


| Compaſſion ? O fulfil then theſe Promiſes unto thy 


Servant, if it be thine Holy Will. 7 call upon 
thee in this Day of Trouble, © Lord, in compli- 


ance with thy Command, to which thou haſt 


annexed a very encouraging Promiſe ; if it be 
F thine Holy Will, fulfil it, by delivering thy Ser- 
SG vant, ind 1 will henceforth glorify thee. The 


- Righteous have cried unto thee, and thou hast heard 


them, and delivered then out of all their Trouble; 
| N „ 


Will. Haft thou not faid, that thou wilt not F 
always chide, neither wilt thou keep Auger for ever; 
4 but tho” thou cauſe Grief, thou Haft promiſed to have 
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; yea, when Perſons have been brought low for tbeir 
Iniquiiy, thou baſt regarded their Afliction, and 
beard their Cry; they cried unto thee, and were deli- 

vered, and wilt thou not incline thine Ears, and 


| hear the Cry of me thine Afflicted Servant? O 


Lord, Hear, O Lord, Anſver, O Lord, bearken 
and do, defer not for 2 Name fake, for thy — 
ale, fer thy Son's Jake, to whom, &c. 


4 Servant of God praying that the End of 5 
his Affliction may be Anſwered. 


"OST Gracious and Merciful Lord God, ; 
5 whenever it pleaſes thee to Aﬀict thy | 
- ee T know thou doſt it for Wiſe and 
Gracious Ends, for thou doſt not Mict willingly, 
nor grieve the Children of Men. Thou doſt it 
ſometimes to correct for Sin, and certain it is, 
that @ living Man has no Reaſon to complain for the 
Funiſoment of bis Sin. Sometimes thou bringeſt 


thy Servants into the Net, and layeft Affiiftions upon 
their Lyoins, to prove and try them as Silver is tried, | 
Sometimes thou doſt it for thine own Glory, 1 


and that be Work of God may hereby be made 
Manifest: But certain it is, thou deſigneſt the 


| Good of thy Servants, by all thoſe Fatherly i | 


5 Chaſtiſements, which it pleaſes thee to exerciſe 


dem withal; thou doſt it for their Profit, and 


with a Delign to do them Good in their latter End. 
O may it pleaſe thee, 7 Heu me wherefore it is 
bat thou contende with me. If thou doſt it to 


correct me, I with all Submiſſion to thine Holy 


Will, do receive the Correction, as knowing that 
. deferve Oey: and I bumbly beſeech thee 
: grant, 
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grant, that the Fruit of this Aficio may be ne 
taking away of Sin. If thou doſt it to try my 


Faith, or any other Grace, I earneſtly deſire, 
that the Trial hereof may be found to Praiſe and 
Siory; and grant that I may fo paſs the Trials 

allotted me, by thy Wiſe Providence in this 
Life, that after I have been tried, I may receive 


the promiſed Crown of Life, As Silver is refined by 


8 being Tried, ſo let me be refined and purified by 
this, and whatever other Afflictions I may meet 
5 with. If thou ſendeſt this Affliction upon me, 


for the Manifeftation of thine own Glory, and 


that thy Work may be Manifeſt in me; I heartily 
ſubmit to thy Correction upon this Account, 


: rejoicing that I am counted Worthy in any reſpect, 


to be made an Inftrument of ſhewing forth thy Glo- 
| 7; Olet me be for a Name, and for a Praiſe, | 
| and for a Glory, to thee, O Lord. Seeing 1 _ = 
O Lord, that thou Affictet me for my Profit, 1 
1 humbly beſeech thee, that this kind End of 
thine may be anſwered. I am willing zo le 
'  chaſtened of the Lord, if ſo be that I may not be 
= condemned with the World, O let not this be my 
Lot. By cauſing me to paſs under thy Rod, bring. 
me more firmly within the Bond of thy gracious Cove- 
= ant, let me by happy Experience find, zhat it 
& vas good for me that I have been Aﬀited : Let me 
no more go aſtray from thee, nor be polluted any 
more with my Tranſgreſſions, but let me be thy Ser- 
= want, and be thou my God: May I being Afiited, 
KW learn thy Statutes, and whereas before I have / 
much gone aſtray, grant that henceforth I may I} 
= = inn Mord. . I beſcech Les that by 
the 
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the Sadneſs of my Countenance, mine Heart may be 


made better. Let my Grace by this Mean be 
| Improved and Strengthened, let this Tribulation 
Work Patience, and Patience Experience, and Ex- 


perience Hope; and O let me have an Hope that 
will not make aſhamed. Let this Tribulation and 


_ Diſtreſs, inſtead of ſeparating me from the Love of 
Christ, prove effectual through thy Grace, 10 form 


| Chrift more throughly in me, and thus Jet it 


prove a happy Mean of working out for me a far 
more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, Grant 
_ theſe Things, O merciful Father, for thy Son? 8 


; fake, to whom, &c, 


| 4 Prayer for Patience under Allen. ZE 
E O Lord my God, 1 own thine abſolute Do- 


: minion over me, and that as he Clay is in 
tbe Hands of the Potter, ſo am I in thy Hands; 1 
own allo, that I have Sinned, by means whereof 


I have rendered myſelf obnoxious to thy Juſ- 


_ tice; O let the Confideration of theſe Things 
make me dumb, and keep me from opening my Mouth 


in a Way of Complaint againſt thee, or any of 
thy Proceedings. Grant, O bleſſed Majeſty, 


that mine uncircumciſed Fart may be Bumble by ; 
means of this Affliction, and help me to accept 
of the Puniſhment of mine Iniquities. Give me Pa- 
tience in Tribulation, that by this Mean I may 


have the Poſſeſſion of my Soul. Enable me to ſay 


with thy Servant Eli of Old, I is the Lord, tet . 
Him do woat ſeemeth him good; and with thy Ser- 
vant David, Here am 1, let God do with me as 


Jeemeti good unto him; and mes Hezekiah, Good is 


the |; 
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the Ward of the Lord which thou hats holen; and 
with thy Servant Fob, What, ſhall I receive Good at 
the Hand of the Lord, and ſhall J not receive Evil 
Ao? O may J thus be imitating the Faith and 
Patience, the Submiſſion and Reſignation of 
thy Servants of Old. Since thou art greater than | 
Man, ſince I am a vile Sinful Worm, O ſuffer | 
me not by any Impatience, or Murmuring, to 
Strive again} thee, to contend with thee, or dare ts 


reprove thee. Behold, O Lord, I am vile, what 


ſpall JI anſwer + ? ] will lay mine Hand upon my Mouth, 


and my Mouth in the Duf, and will own that it 


is meet to be ſaid unto thee, O God, I bave borne | 


Chaſtiſement, 1 will not offend: That which I ſee 


not, teach thou me: Wherein I have done Iniquiiy, 14 
weill do ſo no more. Grant me thy Grace both to | 
keep me from deſpiſing thy Chaſtenings, and from 
being weary of thy Corrections. Enable me to 
Bear thine Indignation the more patiently, from 
this Conſideration, that I have Sinned againſt | 


thee, However it may pleaſe thee, who art the 


Father of Spirits to correct me, yet grant that 11 
may be always in Suhjection to thee, that ſo I may 


live in thy Favour here, and live Eternally with 


| thee in the Kingdom of thy Glory hereafter, 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, to ftabliſh mine Heart, and 
help me to conſider him who endured the Contradic- | 
tion of Sinners againſt himſelf, leſt I be weary and 
Faint in my Mind, O give me Grace to humble 
myſelf ſo, under thine Aficting Hand, as that in due 


-—_ J may be exalted by thee, for his ſake who 
Once humbled ny 10 the Death tor my fake, 
- but 
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but who is now exalted at thy Right Hand. to 
whom be Glory, both now and for ever. Amen, 


4 Prayer for Grace to adhere to God, what- 


ever Sufferings may attend us. 


| great Mountains, and thy Fudgments are a 
great Deep. It pleaſes thee ſometimes in thy 


Wiſe Providence, to permit the Enemies of thy 
Church to prevail to that Degree, as to perſecuie 


bine Heritage. 1 am very ſenſible of mine own 
Weakneſs and Inability to ſtand in a Day of 


Trial, and therefore I flee to thee, O Lord, for 


Succour, Grace and Strength. Grant me thy 


Grace, I beſeech thee, that whatever Afflictions 
may attend me in this World, I may ſtill retain 
mine Integrity, Whatever may come upon me, yet 
| Jet me neither forget thee, nor deal falſh in the Cove- 
nant of thee my God: Let not mine Heart turn _ 
Lack, neither let my Steps decline from thy Way, 
Tho' the Proud fhould have me greatly in Derifion, 
| wet let me not decline from thy Law; yea, tho” my 
Perſecutors and Enemies ſhould be many, yet let me 
not decline from thy Teſtimonies, but let mine Heart 
tand in awe of thy Word, Inſtead of being afraid 
, Man, give me Grace to ſanctiſy thee the Lord of 
Hoſts, and to make thee my Fear and Dread. What- 
ever Perſecution does, or may ariſe, becauſe of thy 
Mord, yet let not me be offended, but having Root 
in myſelf, grant that I may endure to the End, that 
fol may be ſaved. Whoever may be aſhamed of 
Chriſt and his Words in this adultercus and finſul 
Generation, yet let not 5 be aſhamed of him, hy 
os 9 e 


| Leſſed Lord, thy Righteouſmſs is like the 


21 18 cher Devotions, 


fo the Son of Man may not be aſhamed of me, when 
he comes in the Glory of his Father, and of his holy 
Angels, Help me earneſtly to contend for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, and make me 
willing to bea Partaker of the Aſflictions of the 
Goſpel, © Enable me 10 fland faſt, and let me be 
in nothing terrified by any Adverſaries. Grant, that 
in conformity to thy Servant Moſes, I may chuſe 
rather to ſuffer Mliction with thy People, than to 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, and to eſ- 
teem the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches then the 
Treaſures of this World. Make me willing to be 


bated of all Men, yea, and to Joſe my Life for the | 
fake of Chriſt ; whatever Evils may attend me, 


yet let none of thoſe Things move me, ſo that I may 


finiſh. my Courſe with Foy, and glorify thee my God. 


If thou ſhouldeſt in thy wife Providence call 


me out to a Day of Trial, give me to be of 
good Courage, and do thou, O Lord, ffrengthen 
mine Heart ; ſo ſtrengthen it by thy Grace, that 


if Men ſhould revile me, and perſecute me, and ſay 
all Manner of Evil againſt me, falſly for thy ſake, 


IL may rejoice and be'exceeding glad. Give me to 


Glory even in Tribulation, and to rejoice that J am 
counted <vorthy 1o ſuffer for him who ſuffered fo 


much for me. Grant, that in Imitation of thine 


holy Apoſtle St. Paul, I may take Pleaſure in In- 
firmities, in Reproaches, in Necelſities, in Perſecu- 
rions, in Diſtreſſes for Cbriſt's ſake : Yea, let me 


rejeice, inaſmuch as I am made a Partaker of 
_ Chriſt's Sufferings, that when his Glory ſhall be re. 


vealed, I may be glad with exceeding Foy, Theſe 
A hings 1 uy nee i his lake, who did 
2 and 
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and ſuffered ſo much for me, a worthleſs Worm; 
to whom, with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Praiſe and 


” Adoration, both this Time, henceforth and for 
evermore. - Amen, 


WW”; Prayer ee our latter Bud. 
Leſſed Lord, thy Days are not as the Days 


= of Man, delthir can the Number of thine 
Fears be ſearched out. Alas, our Days flee away as 
a Shadow, and the Number of our Years is ſoon 
ſearched out! Lord make me to. know mine End, 
and the Meaſuſe of my Days, that I may know bow 
fail I am, I know not the Day of my Death, O 
that I might know that T am paſſed from Death 10 
Life, and "Then i it ſhall be welcome to me, let it 
come when it will. Stir me up to conſider my 
latter End, and to lay to Heart that I mugt die- 
Foraſmuch as I am going the May of all the Earth, 
O deliver me from going in the Way that leads to 
Deſtruction, and help me to walk in the Way 
that leads to Sion, with my Face thitherward, See- 
ing the Grave is to be mine Houſe, help me to 


make Death familiar to myſelf, to be often ſay- 
ing 10 Corruption, thou art my Father, and to the 


Warm, thou art my Mother and my Siſter. I am 


very ſenſible that here I have no continuing City, 


but am a Stranger and Sojourner before thee, as 
_ vere all my Fathers; give me, I beſeech thee, to 


behave mylelf as a Stranger and Sojourner, and ta 


be ſeeking a continuing City io come, a City that has 
Foundations, and whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
Seeing chere 7s but a Step betwint me and Death, 
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may I ever be in a prepared Poſture for it, and 
God grant that I may not take this Step, till 1 


be ready to enter into my Maſter's Foy, I am 


very ſenſible, O Lord, that Death will &er long 


ed upon me, and that then my Beauty will conſume 


in the Grave: O let me be adorned with the in- 
corruptible Beauty of Holineſs, which will ne- 


ver be conſumed in the Grave, I am very ſenſi- 


ble, that Man being in Honour abideth not, 
O let the Conſideration hereof deaden me to 
the Honours of Life, and quicken me to ſeek 


after that Zcnour and Glory that has Immortality 
_ annexed to it. God grant that I may never be 
fo great a Fool, as to ſay to my Soul, Soul, thou 


haft much Goods laid up for many Years, eat, drink, 


and be merry, fince I know not but this Night my 
WW Sou! may be required of me. Grant that all the 

Days of mine appointed Time, I may wait with 
Faith and Patience, and ſtedfaſt Preparation, 


till my Change come; and when it comes, may I 
change mine Earthly Abode for an Habitation 


in the Heavens, the Company of poor Mortals 
here below, for the Society of Angels and glo- 
rified Saints above, mine Earthly and Secular 
Employment, for the Heavenly Employment 
of ſinging Praiſes to him that fits upon the Throne, 
SK end the Lamb; my preſent State of Trial and Ca- 
Lt pacity of obtaining Happineſs, for the actual 
Fe Pofleſlion of it; O let the Day of my Death prove 
better to me than the Day of my Birth. In the 
mean time grant, that whatſcever my Hand find- 
eib to do, I may do it with all my Might, fince there 
m is the Grow, whither 1 aw gue. 
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Give me to maintain an holy Vigilance and 
Watchfulneſs, that ſo zwhen my Tord comes, he 

may find me Watching. Whilſt I live, grant that 
I may live unto the Lord; and when I die, help 
me 7o die unto the Lord; give me now to live 
the Life of the Righteous, that ſo when I come 
to die, I may die the Death of the Righteous: In 
that Day when my Thoughts, with reſpect to this 
Earth ſhall periſh, let not mine ExpeSation of 
the Celeſtial Happineſs peri ; but may I be of 
the Number of thoſe Righteous Ones who have 
Hope in their Death, When I come to die, may 
I be enabled to depart in Peace, may I: be carried 
by Angels into Abraham*s Boſom, and let me be 
_ graciouſly admitted to /ee thy Salvation. O grant, 
that whenever the Time comes, that the earth- 
ly Houſe of this my Tabernacle ſhall be diſſokved, 1 
may have a Building of God, an Houſe not wade. 
with Hands, Eternal i in the Heavens; 5 grant it for 
thy Son's ſake, who through Death deſtroyed hin: 
that had the Power of Death, and thus bappily deli- 
 wered them, who through the Fear of Death were all | © 
their Life-time ſulject to Bondage; do whom, O | 1 
Bleſſed Father, with thyſelf, and mus Spirit, - WY 
be everlaſting Praiſes. Amen. 


5 — 
A Prayer for Cbriſtian Magiſtrates i in gene- 1 
ral, 25 | for the King and Parliament. 
Leſſed Lord, thou art be, by whom Kings F 

| Reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice, by whom 
Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of 
the Earth. Thou art Governour among the. Na- 
lions, and "op in the Kingdoms of Men, and * 4 
. T1; 


Sn Cuſt Devotion, 


them 10 whomſoever thou wilt. The Hearts of all 
Kings are in thine Hand, as the Rivers of Water, 
_ thou turnef them whither theu wilt, Thou haſt 
made it the Duty of me, and others, to make 
 Supplications, Prayers, and Interceſſions for all Men, 
more eſpecially for Kings and ſuch as are in Authori- 
ty; and ſeeing this is good and acceptable in thy Sight, 


I offer up this humble Supplication in the behalf : 


of all thoſe Magiſtrates that wear the Chriſtian 

Name. Give 'em Grace, I beſeech thee, to fear 
thee, and to hate Covetouſneſs, Make 'em ſo wiſe 
as to ſerve thee the Lord with Fear, and to rejoice 
with Trembling. Give 'em Grace to kiſs the Son 

let be be angry, and to rule over Men in the Fear of 
_ the Lord. Let it be an Abomination to all Kings 
to commit Wickedneſs, and let their Thrones be eſta- 


listed in Righteouſneſs. Deliver *em both from 


Diecreeing and Executing unrighteous Decrees, whe- 
iber they tend io turn afide the Needy from Fuagment, 
or to take away the Right Jrom the Poor, the Wi- 
dos and the Fatherleſs. Give 'em underſlanding 
Faris to judge the People, over whom thou haſt Tt 
em, and to enable em to diſcern between Good and 
Bad. Let em have Wiſdom to direct 'em in 
the ſearching out of Matters, and to enable em 
to ſcatter away Evil with their Eyes, Help them 
in Righteouſneſs to judge their Neighbours, without 
doing any Unrighteouſneſs in Tudpment, without ei? 
ther reſpefting the Perſon of the Poor, or honouring 
be Perſon of the Mighty. Seeing there is no Power » 
but of God, teach and enable all Chriſtian People 


| to be ſubje to the higher Powers; give them 


| Grace to be 1 not only for Wrath, but for 
C onſcience 
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Conſcience ſate; give them Grace, not to ſpeak 

Evil of their Rulers, or to deſpiſe Government; help 
'em to render 10 thee the Things that are thine, and 
to Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's. In a more 


particular Manner, may it pleaſe thee, to bleſs 
GEORGE, by thy Gracious Providence, King 


ol theſe Realms. May He have Grace to fear 
thee the Lord his Cod, 2 to keep all the Words of 


thy Law, and thy Statutes to do em. Let Mercy 
and Truth preſerve Him, and may his Throne be up- 
Holden by Mercy, as well as eſtabliſhed by Righteouſ- 


neſs. Let Righteous Lips be bis Delight, and give 
Him to love them who ſpeak right. Give him Wiſ- 
Jom as an Angel of God, and let bis Eyes be upon 


the Faithful in the Land. May He be a Nurſing 


Father to our Britiſh Tjrael, and a Minifter of God 
for Good to this Nation. Make Him a Terror to 


Evil. doers, but a Praiſe to them that do well. Help 


him 20 defend the Poor and Fatherleſs, to do Fuſtice 
fo the Afﬀiifted and Needy, and lo deliver *em out of 

the Hand of the Wicked, Be thou his Rock and bis 
Fortreſs, bis Shield and his Defence. Let no Wea- 
pon formed againſt him proſper, but be pleaſed with 
thy Favour ever to compaſs him about as with a 
Shield, Cloath his Enemies with Spame, but upon 


| his Head let the Crown long flouriſh, Give him 


Length of Days in this World, and after he has 
laid down his earthly Crown, may he be deck'd 
with an immarceſſible Crown of Glory in thine 

Heavenly Kingdom. Grant theſe Things, for 


th: Ion: $ fake, to whom, Sc. 
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4 Prayer for the Minif, ers of the G ofpel. 


Leffed Lord, who haſt ſaid by the Mouth: 
'of thine holy Prophet Jeremy, that thou 
_ give Paſtors according to thine own Heart, who 
fpall feed thy People with Knowlege and Underftand- 
ing. beſeech thee, graciouſly to fulfil this 
| Promiſe, and may it pleaſe thee to bleſs all 
_ thoſe Paſtors, which thou haſt given with ſo 
gracious a Deſign. © give all Shepherds Grace 
and Wiſdom whereby 10 feed the Flock, to 
irengtben the Diſeaſed, to bind up that which WE 


| broken, to bring again that which was driven away, 


and to ſeek that which js loſt. Make 'em faithful 
in the Diſcharge of their Duty, let thoſe that 
are appointed Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
be made ſenſible how requiſite | it is, that Kemer 5 
be found faithful; deliver *em from handling the 
the Word of God decertfuily, and as they are allowed. 
of God, to be put in truſt with the Goſpel, even 
ſo help *em to ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, but as 
pleafing God, which trieth the Hearts : Stir em up 
* to ſbew thy People therr 7. ranſereſſions, and the Houſe 
| of Jacob zheir Sins. Endow thy Miniſters with 
32 Spirit of Courage, whereby they may be ena- 
| bled 10 ſpeak thy Word, whether thoſe io whom they 
are Jent oy hear, or whether they will forbear : 


5 Help * em to teach thoſe Things which concern the 


Lord Feſus Chrift, with all Boldneſs and Confidence, 
and by Manifeftation of the Truth, Io commend them- 
Wo /ebves to every Man's Conſcience. Stir up thy Mi- 
i niſters to a holy Diligence 1 in their ſacred Func- 
tion; excite em to Wait on their Mimiſiry, and to 
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take heed to the Miniſtry which they have received of | 
be Lord to fulfil is; let em not be negligent 10 ſtir i N 
the Brethren up, by pulling them always in Remem- |} 
 brance of thoſe Things that pertain to Life and God- | 
lineſs, Give em Grace to act in the Miniſtry |! 
from right Principles, help all Elders of the |} 
Criſtian Church 7 feed the Flock of God which | | 
tis among them, taking the Overſight thereof, not by 
Canſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy Lucre, but of 11 
a ready Mind, May they ſeek thy Glory, and 
| behave themſelves after ſuch a Manner, as to 
promote the ſame; give *em to Miniſter as of the 
Ability which God giveth, behaving themſelves Holily ; 
and Juſily, and unblameably among them that believe, 3 
and walking in Wiſdom towards them that are with= | |} 
out, that God in all Things may be glorified through | | 
Jieſus Cbriſt; keep them from giving Offence in 
any thing, that the Miniftry be not blamed. Hel? 
them to approve themſelves as the Miniſters of God, | | 
and keep em from abuſing their Power in the Goſpel. | 
Stir them up to ſhew themſelves approved unto God. 
 Workmen that need nat be aſhamed, righily dividing | 
the Mord ef Truth, and ſo to take heed to themſelves, 
and to their Dofirine, left that by any means when. | 
they have Preached to others, they themſelves ſhould | * 
| be Caſt-aways : Endow them with an Apineſs fo | 
Teach, and enable them 10 Reprove, Rebuke, and 
Erxhort with all Long: ſuſfering and Doctrine. Give | 
all thoſe that teach others Grace to teach them- — || 
_ ſelves, that they may not be like the Phariſees. !| | 
of old, who were wont 70 bind heavy Burdens, || 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on Mens 
Sheulders, when they themſelves would not move 17 : 
Fw es e 
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with one of their Fingers. Thoſe, O Lord, whom. 


thou haſt choſen to Miniſter unto thee, and to 
Bleſs in thy Name, help *em to be holy unto thee 


their Cod, and not to profane the Name of their 


God: Make 'em Examples to the Flock, that when 


the chief Shepherd ſhell appear, they may receive a 


Crown of Glory that fageth not away, Give em 


in all 7, Dings to ſhew themſelves Patterns of good 


Worts, and in Doctrine to ſhew Uncorrnptneſs, Gra- 


vily, Sincerity, and ſound Speech that cannot be con- 


demned. May it pleaſe thee alſo, O Lord, to 


give Grace and Wiſdom to all Chriſtian People 5 


and Believers, to carry it as becomes them to 


the Miniſters of thine holy Word; grant that 
they may know them which labour amonglr them, 
| and are over em in the Lord, and do admoniſh em, 

and may eſteem them very highly in Love for their | 

Work ſake. | May they count thoſe. Elders that rule 

well worthy of double Honour, eſpecially thoſe that 
labour in the Word and Doctrine. Give *em Grace 
= to receive them in the Lord with all Gladneſs, and 
10 Habmit themſelves to them, and to- be willing to 
communicate to them in all good Things, Grant 


theſe Things, for the fake of that great and 


i & good Shepherd that laid. down bis Life 25 vis Sheep . 
= To whom, Sc. | 


1 Prayer 17 Grace 75 give 7 bands: 


N 


Leſſed Lord, thou art worthy 10 be fr aiſed for 
thy Goodneſs, and for thy wonderful Works 10 

the Children of Men: Thou haſt given me abun- 

Gant Reaſon to ſpeak of the glorious Honour of | 
N uy My. and to utter the 2 Ly thy great 


WY 
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Gooaneſs. I bewail it that J have been fo defec- 
tive herein : Tho? it is my Duty in every Thing 


to give Thanks, yet how rarely have I offered unto © 


8 _theeT Dankſeruing ? How ſeldom have I Glorified 


thee by offering Praiſe ? It is but ſeldom that 1 
have remembered thee upon my Bed, and medilated 
uon thee in the Mbit. ſeaſons, ſo as to praiſe thee 
_ wvith joyful Lips. Inſtead of retaining a Senſe of 
thy Favours, how prone has my Soul been 70 
forget thy Benefits. Tho? thy Loving-kinaneſs has 
been excellent, yet how wretchedly have I lighted | 
the manifold Inſtances of it? And if I have at 


any time ſoewed forth thy Praiſes teith my Lips, 
yet in my Life I have returned thee Evil for Good. 
O God, I beſeech thee, have Mercy upon me, 


and forgive my paſt Ingratitude for Mercies 
ps received. Write a Law of Gratitude upon mine 
Heart, and ſtir me up to coſider the Operation of 5 
thine Hands; to remember thee and thy Works, 10 © 
eſteem and value thy Favours; to praiſe thee with. 
my Lips, and to ſhew forib thy Praiſes in my Life. 


Thou art good, O Lord, therefore help me 7o 


praiſe thee, yea, ſur me up to ing Praiſes to thy 
Name, for it is pleaſant. It is a good Thing to give 
Thanks unto the Lord, and to Sing unto thy Name, 
O me## High, 10 ſbew forth thy loving Kindneſs in 
the Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs every Night ; and 


ſeeing it is ſo, excite me, by thine Heaven]; 


Grace, to ſacrifice unto the Lord with the Voice of 
 Thankſoiving, every Morning to thank and praiſe 
_ thee, O Lora, and hikewiſe every Evening; foraſ- 
much as it #5 2% Will in Cbriſt Feſus concerning 


me, that in every nn. [ foould He Thanks, * 


S 
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me to give Thanks always for all Things unto thee, 
even the Father, in the Name of my Lord Jeſus 
_ Chrif, by him help me to affer the Sacrifice of 
Praiſe continually, even the Fruit of my Lips, giving 
Thanks to thy Name. Since Thankſgivings pleaſe 
thee better than an Ox, or a Bullock that hath Horns 
and Hoofs, enable me from Day to Day to be ſhew- 
ing forth thy Salvation; ſtir me up to praiſe thy 


Name for thy loving Kindneſs, and for thy Truth. 
Praiſe is comely fer the Upright, O cloath me, 1 
beſeech thee, with this comely Dreſs, help me to 


Sing unto thee, O Lord, and to give Thanks at the i 
| Remembrance of thine Holineſs. Give me Grace to | 
receive every Creature of thine with Thankſgiving : 
When I Eat, grant that I may eat io thee, O 
Lord, and give thee Thanks; yea, when I have | 
1 Eaten, and am full, grant that I may bleſs thee the 
Lord my God, for the good Land wherein thou cou- |} 
ſeſt me 10 dwell, and enable me 10 ſerve thee with 
| TFoyfulneſs and with Gladneſs of Heart, for the A. 
| wGundance of all Things which through thy undeſerved 
= Bounty I enjoy. Grant, that when I come before 
thy Preſence, I may do it with Thankſgiving, and | 
enable me to make a joyful Noiſe unto thee with 
Wo Pſalms. When I ſing thy Praiſe, help me to do 
.it with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo. 
i Hear me, I beſeech thee, for thy Son's fake, 
| to whom, with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be Adoration and Praiſe, now and ſor 
ever, Au. N _ 


An 
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A Thankſgiving for Creation and Preſeroa- 


ton. 


Lord, 46 all Things were created by bes 
| and for thee, fo was Man in a particular 
Manner. I bleſs thee that thou madeſt Man 7 
Dave Dominion over the Works of thine Hands, and 
didit put all Things in Subjefion under bis Feet; all 
Sheep and Oxen, and the Beaſts of the Field the 
Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea, and what- 0 
ſocver paſſeth through the Paths of the Seas : 1 bleſs 
thee, that as an Evidence of this Dominion, 
thou gaveſt Adam a Power to give Names to all 
Cattle, and to the Fowl of the Air, and to every Beaſt 
of the Field, I bleſs thee for mine own Creation 
in particular, I am the Clay, and thou the Potter. 
bine Hands have made and faſhioned me; thou baſt 
 cloathed me with Skin and Fleſh, and hatt fenced me 
| with Bones and Sinews. Thine Eyes did ſee my Sul. 
Hance, yet being imperfect, and in thy Book were all 
my Members written, which in Continuance were fa- 
ſioned, when as yet there was none of em. I ble 
thee, O Lord, ſor Creating me in ebine own T. 
mage, afler thin own Likeneſs, when I was fearful- 
h and wonderfully made, and my Subſtance curioufly 
_ wrought in ſecret, Thou haſt formed the Spirit of 
Man within me, and haſt (adored be thy Good- 
neſs) made me of a Rank of Creatures, but a 
ile lower than the Angels, thus Crowning me with 
Glory and Honour. I praiſe thee, O Almighty, 
Mater of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt breath- 
eld into my Naſtrils the Breath of Life; that there is 
a Spirit in me, and that ow Inſpiration has given 
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"me Underſtanding. Adored be thy Goodnels, 


that when thou mighteſt have caſt my Los, eitber 
amongſt the Fiſh of the Sea, or the Fowl of the Air, 
or the Beaſls of the Field, it has pleaſed thee to 


reach me more than the Beaſts of the Earth, and to 


mae me wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven; it has 


pleaſed thee to make me a Creature, capable 


of Glorifying thee in this World, and of bebold. 
ing thy Face in the other. How am I indebted 
to thee for my Capacity of coming into thy 


bleſſed Preſence, where there 7s Fulneſs of Joy, 


and of arriving there, where I ſhall be for ever 


employed in ſinging Praiſes to him that fits upon 
tbe "Throne and io the Lamb. 


Lord, as for my Creation, fo alſo for my Pr e- z 


'1 bleſs thee, O 


ſervation and Continuance in Being until now. 


. Thou tookef me out of the Womb, and ty thee have I 
been holden up ever ſince: I was caſt upon thee 
from the Womb, and thou haft been my God from my 
| Mather's Belly: Thou, O Lord, haſt graciouſly 
ſuſtained me, and my Defence; is of thee ; in whoſe 
Hand my Breath ts, and whoſe are all my Ways. 
Al my Bones ſhall ſay, Lord, who is like unto thee? 
for thou keepes} all my Bones, not one of them : is bro- 
ben; my Tengue ſhall ſpeak of thy Righteouſneſs, and 
i Praiſe all the Day long, for thou haſt been 
[ with me, and kept me in all Places hither I have 
gone, and Las given me Bread to eat, and Raiment 
9 put on. 15 
| have provoked thee to cut me off, yet haſt thou 
kept me alive, and fed me all my Life long; when 1 
reflect upon my Sins, I ſee abundant Reaſon to 
- bay, that Ly is 7 the Lords Mercies that I am not 


Notwithſtanding, that by my Sins 1 
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conſumed, becauſe thy Compaſſions fail not. I will 
extol thee my God, and magnify thy Name <oith Ne- 
juoicing; I will exalt thee alſo in the Congregation of | 
the People, and praiſe thee in the Aſſembly of the * 


ders. Since thou haſt made me, and made me 


capable of Glorifying thee in this World, and 
enjoying thee in the next, grant that this Capa- 
city may not be given me in vain; enable me, 
10 ſbeco forth thy Praiſes, now, that hereby I may. 
be prepared for celebrating thy Praiſes through-, 
out eternal Ages; ſince in bee I hve, and move, 
and have my Being, help me 10 live unto thee, and 
to glorify thy holy Name, for thy Son's fake, to 
whom be Glory and Praiſe, World without 
5 End. 0 
- of: $i bankſeiving for accomph Oleg: the « Won" 
derful Work of ne aid OF x our Lord 
Io Cbriſt. 


Lord, how wonderfully did thy Kindneſs 
. | and Love towards Man appear in the 
Work of Redemption, for which, tho? I had 
the Tongue of Men and Angels, I could not ſuffi- 
ciently give thee Thanks. I Adore and Praiſe, 
thee, that when thou ag not ſpare the Angels 
ol f nned, but didft cat em down to Hell, thou 
hadſt Pity upon the ſinful Race of Mankind. 
and haſt found out a Ranſom whereby they may. 


be delivered from going down to the Pit, even the 


Loſtomleſs Pit. I bleſs thee that thou haſt laid 
Help upon One that is Mighty, One choſen out of | 


be People; and that when be Fulneſs of Time wbt 


come, il mo thee to 2 Fw "7 Son, made of a 
8 Woman, 
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Moman, to be the Saviour of ſinful Man. I A- 
dore and Praiſe thee, for performing the Mercy 
_ promiſed to Abraham and our Fathers, and remem- 
 bering thine boly Covenant, for Viſiting and Redeem- 


ing thy People, as thou didft ſpeak by the Mouth of 


thine boly Prophets, which have been ſince the World © 
began. Thou haſt ſo loved the World, as to give © 
thine only begotten Son, that whoſoever believes in 
bim "wg not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life. O 
Blefſed, for ever Bleſſed be thy great and Glo- 
rious Name, that inſtead of ſending thy Son in- 
to the World to condemn the World, as thou juſtly 


_ mighteff, thou haſt ſent him, that te World \ : 
through bim might be ſaved. Adored be thine in- 
finite and matchleſs Goodneſs, that when thou 


mighteſt have imputed the Treſpaſſes of ſinful 
Creatures to them, to their everlaſting Con- 


 Aemnarinn th 


demnation, thou waſt in Chris reconciling the 


VMPorld unto thyſelf. I bleſs thee, O Lord, that 
| ze Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us; 


and I receive it as @ faithful Saying, well worthy = 
e all Acceptation, that Chrift Jeſus came into the 
Morld io ſave Sinners, even the chief. Glory be un- 


10 thee, O God, in the Higheſt, for manifeſting ſo 


much Good-will towards ſinful Men here below, 
àãs to ſend thy Son to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
lot. Glory be unto thee, O God, in tbe Higheft, 


ll for this Teacher came from thee, who bath taught f 


me and others the Way of God in Truth, who 
bas called Sinners to Repentance, who has Preached 


© che Goſpel of Peace, and has Lroaght glad Tidings of 


= good Things to a World of ſinful Creatures. 
| bleſs thee, that as the Law was given by Mol 


1 


ſo 
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%% Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
4 Prephet mighty in Deed and Word, before God and 
all the Prople. I bleſs thee for the many mira- 
culous Works which he did, and which bare 
Witneſs of bim, that he was fot by thee, for no 
Man could do thoſe Miracles which he did, unleſs 
thou Hadſt been with him, I give thee Thanks, 8 
that he has called ſuch as I am to Glory and Viriue,. 
and given unto us exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes, that by theſe we might be Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. I bleſs thee, O Lord, for deli- 
vering up thy Son to Death for Sinners: O praiſed 
be his aſtoniſhing Goodneſs, that he ſhould die 
for ſuch an ungodly WWretch as I am; that he ſhould 
ſuffer for my Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he 
might bring me to God; that he that knew no Sin, 
| ſhould be made Sin for me, that ſo I might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God iu him. I bleſs thee, O' 
Lord, that after he was dead, thou didſt declare 
bim to be the Son of God with Power, by bis Reſur- 
 redtion from the Dead; and that as he was delivered: 
por mine Offences, ſo he roſe again for my Fuſtifica- 
lion. I bleſs thee, that he is aſcended up to thee | 
Eis God and my God, his Father and my Father, and 
that being aſcended on high, as he has led Captivity 
_ Captive, ſo he has received Gifts for Men: | bleſs 
thee, that he is gone before to prepare a Place for 
ſuch as me in his Father*s Houſe, and that be even 
lives, making Interceſſion for ſuch Tranſgreſſors as 1. 
am; fo that tho? I have ſinned, yet have I an Ad- 
wocate with the Father, even Jeſus Chrif the Righ- 
_ teous, | bleſs thee, O Lord, that he has a Name 
given him above every Name, that all Power is gi- | 


2 
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ven to him in Heaven and Earth, that thou bai put 925 


all Things in Suljection under his Feet, and ſo hat 
Crowned him with Glory and Honour, 1 praiſe 


thee, O Lord, for conſtituting this thy Son 7. 


fas Judge both of Quick and Dead; in appointing : 


One in my Nature to be the Fudge of Men, and 
One that has an experimental Knowlege of the 
lafirmities of the human Nature, thou haſt ſuffi- 
ciently evidenced that thou wilt "Fudge the Wirld 
in Righteouſneſs. I bleſs thee, O Lord, for ſend- 


ing the Comforter after our Lord's Aſcenſion, „ 


abide with us, even the Spirit of Truth; and fer 
thoſe Gifts of the Holy Ghof, even thoſe 'Sien s and © 


Monders, and divers Miracles, with which thou 


didſt bear Witneſs to the great Salvation wrought 


out by Chriſt: I bleſs thee, for ſtil] giving he 
Hach Spirit to them that off it; 1 aſk it from thee, — 


O Heavenly Father, let it be given to me, to 


apply to me the glorious Benefits that flow from 


redeeming Love. Give me to believe in Chrif, 
Hat ſo I may not periſh, ut have Everlaſting Life; 


8 fiir me up zo obey his Doctrine, and 10 follow his 


Example: May I be Interefted in the Fruits of 
his Death, and grant, that being riſen with him, 


1 1 may walk before thee in Newneſs of Life, ſeeking 


Wings that are above: Since I look for his Se. 


cond Coming, convince me what Manner of Per- 


| 3 en J ought to be, and help me to be ſuch for his : 


_ ſake, to whom be aſcribed hana; Adora- . 
tion and Fraiſe. Aen. 5 = 


An 
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"of T Lankfoleing for being born in a Chriſtian 
1 — Country, for being Baptized, and enjoying 
The Benefit of a Religious Education. 


Leſſed Lord, it is but meet to give T, banks 


| unto thee for the manifold Favours it has 
pleaſed thee to bleſs me withal : I bleſs thee, O 
Lord, for caſting my Lot there where Violence 
7s not beard, and in whoſe Borders Waſting and De- 
| firufiion are not to be found; where thou crown- 
eft the Year with thy Goodneſs, making thy Paths ib 
drop Fatneſs;, where I and others may dwell ſafely 
under our Vines and Fig-trees, having none io make 
As afraid; but above all, where thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly ſet up thy Tabernacle, and where mine 


Ears are bleft with the joyful Sound of the Goſpel. 


Thou mighteft, O Lord, have made the WWilder- 

neſs mine Habitation, or the barren Land my Dꝛoel- 
ling; thou mighteſt have caſt my Lot in a Re- 
gion of Darkneſs, in a Land where Chriſt is 
not revealed, and where the Inhabitants are 
Aliens to the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Stran- * 

gers to the Covenant of Promiſe; but through Mer- - 
cy, I have been brought forth in a pleaſant Land, 


in a Valley of Viſion, where I enjoy thoſe holy 


Scriptures, which teach me what I mug? do to be A 
ſaved from the Wrath to come, and to inherit Eter- | 


nal Life; and am not left to enquire who ſball go 


up from me 10 Heaven, and bring the Commandment 
undo me, that I may hear it and do it, or who ſhall 
go over the Sea for me, and bring it unto me, that I 

may hear it and do it: I bleſs thee, that I was 
early dedicated unto thee by the Ordinance of-- 


Baptiſm, 
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; Baptiſm, which faves by the ReſurreFion of Nel. 
Cbriſt; O how am I indebted to thee for my 
being Buried with Chris by Baptiſm into his Death, 
for my being Baptized in his Name for the Re. 
miſſion of Sins, and into that One myſtical 6 
whereof Chris is the Head. I give thee Thanks, 0 
Futber of Mercies, for thus making me a Par- 

taker of one of the Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace. I bleſs thee, O Lord, that as I have 
been Baptized in the Name of the Farther, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Gboct, ſince then I have _ 

been taught to obferve "he Thin 95 which thou ho? 

commanded in thine holy Word: 1 am greatly in- 
debted to thee for thoſe early Infirnions I have 
had in the Ways of Righteouſneſs, and that from a 
| Child 1 have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 


able to make me Wiſe to Salvation: 1 have been 


told which is tbe Way of thy Commandments, and 
exhorted to walk in it; I have, through thy 

_ gracious Providence, been inſtructed and taught 

in the Way that I ſhould go; I bleſs thee, O 


Lord, that there have been thoſe which have 8 | 
20 been negligent to put me in Remembrance of ſuch 


Wings which pertain to Life and Godlineſs. When 
1 confider how Corrupt my Nature is, and how - 
prone I am of myſelf to-do wickedly, I dread | 
to think what a corrupt and filthy Creature 
ſhould have been, had it not been for the Re- 


ſtraints of a good Education. Through thy 


gracious Providence J was born of Religious 


Parents, who were careful to bring me up in the 


Nurture and Adnonition of the Lord, and who have 


commanded 1 me ta ep the Way f the Lord, ado 
| Julie 
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"_ and Fudgment, and to obſerve to do all the. 
Mords of the Law. I give thee Thanks for all 


_ _ thoſe pious Exhortations, which at any time I 


have had, to prevent my being hardened through 


e Deceitſnlneſ; of Sin. Through thy merciful 


Providence I have enjoyed the Privilege of a 
Goſpel Miniftry, and have not periſhed through 


1 be Famine of hearing the Word, neither have 1 


been forced to wander from Sea to Sea, or to run 


to and fro to ſeek the ſame, Through thy Mercy 

I have had the Kin dom of God Preached unto me, 
and I have been r thofe Things which concern 

the Lord Feſus Chrift ; yea, I have had Precept 


_” Precept, Line upon Line, here a little and there 
4 little, How am I indebted to thy Goodneſs 


for theſe rich Favours: O give me Grace to 


improve the ſame: Since I have been born in 


a Land of Light, let me be enabled by thee to 


abandon all the Works of Darkneſs, and ſuffer ms 5 9 


| not 70 ab after the Abomination of thoſe whoſe Lot 

is cast into Heathen Countries : Since I have been 

Baptized into Chrift, give me to put on Chrift, 
and grant that I may not make Proviſion for the 
Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts of it: Since I have been 


 iInſtrudted in the Paths of Holineſs, enable me 
to walk in thoſe bleſſed Paths, and ſuffer me 


not to hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. 0 hear, 8 


5 and anſwer, for thy Son's ſake. 


8 A ene for tbe Encouragement given 1 
a = to Sinners in the Scriptures, 
OST Gracious and Merciful Lord, 1 


a and Bleſs thy Name, for ſaying, 
thou 
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thou baff no Pleaſure in the Death of Sinners, an J 
for all thoſe Encouragements therein given to 
'em to turn from their evil Ways; thou haſt en- 
couraged Sinners 10 look unto thee that they may be 
ſaved, and thou didſt never ſay unto any of the 
Seed of Jacob, ſeek my Face in vain: I bleſs thee 
for lending thy Son, 10 call not the Righteous, but 
Sinners to. Repentance, and for the kind Invitation, 
made to ſuch as labour and are heavy laden, * 
come unto him, who will give them Reft. I have 
deſtroyed myſelf, but in thee is my Help, and bleſſed 
be thy Name for thy Readineſs to help ſuch a 
ſinful Wretch as I have been: When I reflect 
upon thy long Standing at the Door of mine Heart, 


WG and Knocking for Entrance, with a Deſire of Com- 


ing in to me, and Supping with me, it fills me with 


1 grateful Wonder and Aſtoniſnment: How kind 


aſt thou been to me a poor indigent needy 


Wretch, in counſelling me. to buy of thee Gold tried = 
in the Fire, that I may be Rich, and whize Raiment, 


that I may be Cloathed, and in Offering to anoint 
mine Eyes with Eye-ſalve, that by this Mean I who 


have been ſpiritually blind might be made to ſee. 
Tho? thou haſt ſeen my Wickedneſs, which may 


well excite in thee a holy Loathing and Detef- 5 


tation of me, yet as one longing for mine Hap- 
pineſs, I hear thee laying, Wilt thou not be made 


clean? «when ſhall it once be? When hear thee 


ſaying by the Prophet, To every one that thirfleth, 
come pe to the Waters, and ye who have no Money, 
come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy Wine and Mile 


k ui houl Money, and without Price. 1 fee abundant Ty, 


Reaſon for having my Soul lifred up in the 
555 : ih 2 
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EY high Praiſes of thee my God. O bleſſed, be thy 


Name for promiſing to give unto him who is a- 
 thir, of the Fountain of living Water freely, and 
J cannot chuſe but find myſelf very ſenſibly |F 
obliged by thee, every Time IJ hear thee fay- „ 
ing, let him that is atbinſt come, and whoſoever | 
will, let him take of the Water of Life freely : How 
am I indebted to thee, for ſo many encourag- _ 
ing Invitations? God grant that I may not ſet 
light by 'em, and ree#7 "the Counſels of thy Love; 


rant it. 1 beſeech thee, for wk Son's ſake, to ” 
whom, &c. 


cl Thankſgiving 7 an . in the great 
 Blejjings of the Covenant of Grace. 
1 55 M OST Gracious Lord, I thank thee, that 
1 in Feſus Christ thou hag made an Evey- 85 
| afing Covenant with poor Sinners, and that h 
the Mountains may depart, and the Hills be removed, 
yet this Covenant of thy Peace fhall never be removed; 
_ how am I indebted to thee for loving me with: | 
Be 2 Everlaſting Live, and in purſuance thereof, 
for drawing me with Loving-kinaneſs? I thank Bo 
thee, O Father of Mercies, that when thou ſaweſs 
mme polluted in my Blood, thou ſaycdſt unto me, live; 
and haſt ordained me, that 1 ſhould go and bring 
Wo forth Fruit. Thou art faithful, by whom 1 am call. 
ed into the Fellowſhip of thy Son, and bleſſed be 
thy Name, that it has pleaſed thee to call me by 
thy Grace, to reveal. thy Son in me according as 
| thou haſt choſen me in bim, before the Foundation of | 


' the World; to the Praiſe of the Glory of thy Grace 
45 T . it, that Zhou haſt preatftinated me unto the 


| © A 
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Adoption of Sons, by Jeſus Chriſt, accerding to the 


good Pleaſure of thy Will. Eternal Praiſes be un- 
to thee, O God, who haſt ſaved. me, and called 
nine with an holy Calling, not according to my Works, | 
but a cording to thine own Purpoſe and Grace which | 
- given me in Cbriſt Feſus before the World be- | 
O God of all Grace, what am I that thiu || 
Toulde call me to thine Eternal Glory? I do love | 
_ thee, and will love thee, becauſe thou haf thus i 
irt loved me: I bleſs thee, O Lord, for making 
a new Covenant, wherein thou promiſe? to forgive | 
Taiquity, and to remember Sins no more: Whois a | 
ad like unto thee? Who pardoneth Iniquity, ans 
| paſſeth by the Tranſpreſſion of the Remnant of il ine 
| Heritage ® Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all thit } 
is avithin thee, bleſs bis 2 Name, who 3 1 
all tbine Iniquities, and bealeth all thy Diſeaſes, I Þ} 
bleſs thee, that thou haſt declared Fury not to Je = 2 
in thee, by that Word which Preaches Peace by Feſus | 
C Chrift, and to the Glory of thy Grace do I ſpeak. 
itt, that thou haſt made me accepted in the Belov- = 
ed: Glory be unto thee, O Lord, that now in! 
Chriſt Jeſus, I who ſome time was afar off, am 
made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt ;, and that whereas || 
I was once à Stranger and a Foreigner, I am be- 
come a fellow Citizen with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhild of God. I bleſs thee, that Chriſt is be- 
come the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every 
dne that believeth, and that I am uſtified in the 
Name of Jeſus, who is made of thee, unto me Mig. 
dom, aud Righteouſneſs, and Santiification, and Re- 
demptioun. I bleſs thee, that being 7uſtified by 
: Grace, when ! it was impoſſible for me to be juſti- 


fed. 
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fied by the Works of the Law, 1 am become Heir 
according to the Hope of Eternal Life, for ub ) 
thou juſtifieſt, them thou alſo glorifieſt. I praiſe and  Y 
magnify thy Name, that thou haſt given thy Son 


Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give Eternal 
Life io as many as thou haſt given bim, and that 1 


am begotten again to a lively Hope of an Inheritance | x 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
Adored be thine inexhauſtible Love and Good- | 


ness, that thou haſt given unto me Eternal Life, 


aud that this Life is in thy Son. Help me, I be- 4 


ſeech thee, to walk as one intereſted in this 
bleſſed and glorious Privilege, and give me 


Grace 0 keep myſelf in the Love of thee my God, |} 
that ſo I may be till looking for the Mercy of my | 


Lord Feſus unto Eternal Life, Grant it for his 


fal, to whom, with thee, O Father, and the |} 


holy Spirit, be. Honour, and Ts and Ever- 
laſting Praiſes. . _ 
: 4 Thankſgiving for Supports under, and | 


Recover y from 8 ichneſs, 


* O Lord my God, many are thy . Works. Nl 

WW. which thou haſt done, and thy Thoughts which | 
are to me-ward:: They cannot be reckoned ” in order, | 
uno thee; if I would declare and ſpeak of em, they ⁵ 


| ore more than can be numbered. I have Reaſon to | 
bleſs thee for that great Meaſure of Health, 


which through thy gracious Providence I have 
: enjoyed ſince my being in the World; whereas 
thou mighteſt have ill been chaſtening me with 


 frong Pain upon my Bed, 2 that my Life ſhould al. 2 


bor Bread, and 5 Soul Gaim Meat, I have enjoyed || 
4. 5 
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242 8 
mam Days and Nights of Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
I ble thee in like manner for thoſe Supports 
thou haſt graciouſly vouchſafed me, when in 
thy wiſe Providence I have been viſited with 


IIIneſs. Tho? thou haſt icted me, yet haſt thou 
not caſt me off, but haſt had Mercy upon me; thou 


* 


tender Mercies. 


A tee 


ches . 


haſt been with: me at ſuch Times, when I have 


paſſed through the Fire and the Water: O bleſſed 


be thy Name, when I have Jeen in Trouble, thou 


baſk graciouſly revived me, and then, when I Babe 
walked in Darkneſs, haſt thou been a Light unto me; 
thou haſt comforted me when 1 have been caſt down, . 
and tho' for a Time thou haſt cauſed Grief, yet . 
haſt thou had Compaſſion upon me, according to thy | 
I give thee Thanks, O God, that _ 
When I thought I ſhould go down lo the Gates of | 
the Grave, it has pleaſed thee in Love to my Soul, | 
10 deliver me from the Pit of Corruption: 1 will e 
zol thee, O Lord, for thou haſt lifted me up; thou 

' haſt brought up my Soul from the Grave, and haſt 

kept me alive that I ſhould not go de m to the Pit. 
Thou haſt zurned my Mourning into Dancing, thou 
- "haft put off my Sackcleth, and girded me with Glad- 

meſs ; to the end that my Glory may ſing Praiſe unto 
 ehee, and net be filent; O Lord my God, I will _ 

give Thanks unto thee for ever. I love thee, 0 Lord. 
becauſe thou haſt heard my Voice and my Supplica- > 
tions; becauſe thou haſt inclined thine Ear unto 
ine, therefore will I call upon thee as long as I lives: | 
W— Thou haſt delivered my Soul from Death, mine Eyes 
from Tears, and my Feet from falling. ” 
I render unto thee, O Lord, for all thy Benefits to- 
| wards n me © 1 will lake the Cup of Salvation, and 


will 


I hat ſhall I 
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c call bon thy Name, O Lord, I will offer unto 
tree the Sacriſtce of Ti hankſgiving, J will pay oy 
Vows unto thee, O Lord, in the Preſence of thy 
People, and in the Courts of thine Houſe : I will 
praiſe thee „ for thou boaſt beard me, and art become 
my Selten. Give me Grace, 1 beſeech thee, 
1⁰ ſhew ferth thy Praiſes, not only with my Lips, 
but in my Life; and now that it has pleaſed 
. thee 7o looſe my Bondi, grant that J may be truly 
I Servant, truly thy Servant, devoted to thy Fear, 
: 0 grant it tor thy Son” s fake, to whom, Oc. 


1 A Thank; giving te Dr the Scriptures, t which 8 0 


WM 1s annexed a Prayer reſpecting the ſame. 


Lord, I bleſs thee that thou haſt not fo : | 
1 alen the Worb of thine Hands, but haſt 
graciouſly revealed thy Will to the Children of 
Men, in the Holy Scriptures, which were given 
ey thine Inſpiration; and which are profitable for 
| Detrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruc- 
ion in Righteouſneſs, that ſuch as defire to ſerve 
| thee, may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto every. 
| good Wark. Adored be thine infinite Goodneſs, _ 
for giving the Holy Spirit, to move Holy Men of 
| God to ſpeak and write ſuch Words, whereby I and 
others of the Children of Men may be ſaved: Since 
itt is not in Man zhat walketh to direct his Steps, 
33 worthy art thou to be proiſed for ſhewing unto Man 
dat is Good, and what it is that thou the Lord his 
Cad requireth from him : 1 bleſs thee, that beſides 
the Law written on Man's Heart, it has pleaſed 
thee by an External Revelation, to make known. © 
the good, and , and Pee Will of God. 1 
. = bleſs 


ſave the Saul. 


1 a, yfer Devotions, 
| bleſs thee, O Lord, that unto the Jews fr were | 
committed the Oracles of God, for it pleaſed thee 
10 ſpeak with them from Heaven, and to give them | 

right Fudgments, and true Laws, good Statutes and | 
 Commanaments, by the Hand of Moſes and the Pro- 

Pbets, who ſhewed them the Way wherein they were 


to walk, and the Work they were to do. 


I blels 
thee, O God, that as thou didF at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Mamers, Jpeak in Times paFt unio the 
Fathers by the Prophets, fo it has pleaſed thee in 
' theſe laſt Days, to ſpeak unto us by thy Sn, O © 
_ bleſſed be thy Name for theſe Holy Scriptures, | 
 whuch are able to make me and others Wiſe unto | 
Salvation; for that engrafted Mord which is able to | 
I acknowlege, O God, that thy 
Mord is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 
Tuo. edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der Soul and Spirit. J can never ſufficiently praiſe 
thee, for caſting my Lot there, where I have 
the Benefit of this Divine Revelation. 
| fed be thy Goodneſs, that the Commandment is not 
biadden from me, neither is it far off ; that the Word | 
of Truth which the Apoſtles of Chri&# Preached is | 
nigh unto me, in my Mouth, and in mine Heart, 
that I may do it: I praiſe thee, O Lord, that 
when the Scriptures are a Well £ 
Fountain ſealed, to many great Nations in the World, 
I have an Opportunity of reading what is writ- 
ten in the Lato of the Goſpel, I bewail it, O God, 
that I have no better improved ſo great a Pri- 155 
vilege; thou haſt writien unto me the great Things 
of thy Lare, but they have been too much counted by 
5 me as 4 s Jrange Thing 4 I have had little or no 
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in Scripture Expreſſions, 245 
Delight in thy Word; I have been too apt to 
eefpiſe thy Word, for which I own ] deſerve to 
be deſiroyed with an Everlaſting Deſtruction : 
Thou haſt afforded me a ſure Word of Prophecy, 
ut ] Have dene ill, in that, 1 have taken no better 
Feed thereto: My Ways have been unclean, and my _ 
Daings perverſe, becauſe I have not taken Heed 
_ thereto according to thy Word: 1 have wickedly 
_ rebelled againſt the Words of God, and contemned ihe 
Counſel of the moſt High, for which I deſerve io be 
brought down, even into Everlaſting Deſolaticn : But 
II beleech thee, O Lord, for thy Son's fake, to 
have Mercy upon me, and ſtir me up diligent- 
# ly Y ſearch the Scriptures, ſince in them is contain= 
ea Eternal Life, and they do teſtify of Chriſt. Give 
me Grace to efteem the Words of thy Mouth more 
| than my neceſſary Food, and let mine Ears be ever 
F inclined to hear what Moſes and the Prophets, 
[| what Chriſt and the Evangeliſts ſay unto me. 
|| Stir up in me eager Defres after the ſincere Milk 
of the Word, and grant that I may receive it 
: with all Readineſs of Mind: O grant that 1 may 
receive it not as the Word of Men, but as the Nord 
of God, and let it work in me effettually : Enable 
me, by thy Grace, 70 conſent to wholeſome Words, 
even the Words of our Lerd Feſus Chrift, and let 
the Word of Chriſt dwell richly in me: Give me | 
Grace ever to be mindful of the Words which were 
ſpoken before by the Apoſtles of my Lord and oaviour, \! 
Grant, I humbly beſeech thee, that I may be 

_ begotten ly the Word of Truth, and born again by Þ} 

the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ver: 
Thy Law is perfef?, O let it convert my Scul; thy |} 
JJ ( 8 
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246 15 Ch loſet Devotions, 


5 Tetimony ts ſure, O let it make uſe my ſir ple Soul; 
thy Statutes are right, O let *em rejoice mine Heart 
thy Commantiment is fure, O let it enlighten mine 
Hes: Thy Judgments are true and righteons allo 
gether, 0 give me Grace to deſire them more than 
Gold, and let them be feveeter to me then Honey and 
_ the Honey- comb. Enable me to cleanſe my Ways, 
by taking heed thereto according to thy Word : 66) 0 
me to hide thy Word in mine Tart, that 2 I may 
not Sin ageinſt thee: Grant, I beſeech thee, that 
1 may not Err through a not Knowing the Scrip- 
tures: O let me be girt with the Mrd of God, 
which is the Sword of the Spirit, that herewith 23 
may withtend the Enemies of my Soul: Let thy 


Word, which is % and porverſil, quicken me: 
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"Let: thy Law be my Delight, chat hereby I may 
be (eps from periſbing in a Time of Aflidlien. Give 
me Grace ever to attend to the Dotrine accord- 
ing 10 Goclineſs, contained in thine Holy Word, 


and ſir me up to bring every Doctrine 4 the > 


4 | Law, and to the T imo, fince if il ſpeaks not ac- N 


cCording to theſe, it has no Light in it. Since h. 
focver was written aforetime, was written for the 


Learning of thoſe that come after, that they, through 


Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures, might have 


b 1 BY Hope. O let ty Word be powerful, through thy - 


Grace to comfort me, and to inſpire me with a 
BY Bleſſed Hope. Help me to hold faf the Form "= 
'F Fre Word, which ] have heard, aud to continue in 
Wi zbe Things which J have learned out of thy Mord: 

Grant that I may obey" that Form of Doctrine 
 Whereinto J have been delivered, and may do all 
the Hard 15 thy Law, Keep r me from Ane 


1. a 
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in e Expreſſo ons, 


unto t by Word, leſt thou add unto me the Plagues 


which are «written in thy Book, and alſo from va. 


ing away frem it, legt thou take away my Part out 
of the Book of L. ife; which I humbly beſeech 
thee, for thy Sor's fake, to whom, with thee, _ 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be Honour and Glory, 
and everlaſting Praiſe, Amen, 
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